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These lectures on Women of the Bible were prepared 
in three different pastorates covering a period of nearly 
twenty years in the ministry. Their preparation was a 
labor of love for which the kindly reception accorded 
them returned ample compensation. While well adapted 
for devotional reading in general, they are primarily in- 
tended for use at the devotional hour of the regular 
meetings of the Ladies’ Aid in our congregations, for 
which purpose they furnish material of a kind not 
easily.supplied from regular sources. 


Without the devoted labors and sacrifices of the 
women our Lutheran Church would not be what it is 
to-day; and should this volume serve in any way to give 
recognition and encouragement to that noble band of 
women in the Woman’s Missionary Society of our 
Augustana Synod, the author will consider the time 
and labor devoted to its preparation well spent. 


May the women of our Lutheran Church continue to 
pray and work and give and sacrifice for the welfare of 
our beloved Church and for the salvation of men, until 
the whole world shall have been laid at the feet of 
Christ. The gospel of Jesus gave woman her right place 
in the world. Let woman do all in her power to give 
Jesus His right place in the hearts of men. 


A. T. LuNDHOLM. 


Gowrie, Iowa, 1923. 
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The Woman Ideal 


lew Silly OSH. 


HE picture of the Woman Ideal in the book of 

Proverbs will serve as a fitting introduction to 
our character-sketches of the prominent women of the 
Bible. It is a picture which the woman of to-day 
will do well to study very closely, and while she studies 
it let her pray God for grace to grow into the likeness 
of this ideal. Here we have the woman as the Creator 
intended her to be, and as she approaches that ideal 
we recognize in her the fairest of God’s handiwork, and 
we pay her tribute as God’s second best gift to man. 


Songs of praise ought to be sung in honor of the 
ideal woman, and who could be more competent for 
that delicate task than the inspired bard of Holy Writ? 
The vision of this ideal woman, the model matron, the 
pearl of the Proverbs, was given by a mother to her 
son, and the mother herself must have been such a 
woman or God would not have put this ideal into her 


heart nor given her the grace to put it before her son. 
11 
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The reason why she put it before her son is readily 
understood. “This picture of a faithful and kindly 
wife, mother, and mistress, is here placed before the 
youthful monarch as the ideal woman whom he is to 
seek with all diligence, because she is well worth any 
pains to secure, and with much discrimination, because 
she is a rarity, and because there are many imitations 
of the real gem, which look very much like it before 
they are tested. This beautiful picture is held to his 
view as the master holds some grand conception on 
canvas before his pupil, in order that he may acquire 
a distaste for all that comes short of it.” 


So do we place the picture of this queen among all 
women before our readers that they may have this 
beautiful vision in mind as they study the women of 
the Bible, acquire a distaste for all those who come 
short of it and be irresistibly drawn towards those who 
in any way approach it. 


As the most prominent features of her character we 
note the following: 1. She is a wife and mother. 2. 
She lives for her home and family. 3. She is industrious. 
4. She is self-disciplined and orderly. 5. She is a good 
business woman. 6. She has good taste. 7%. She is 
hospitable. 8. She is charitable. 9. She is spiritually 
minded. A chapter could be devoted to each of these 
characteristics, but we shall limit ourselves to two of 
them, the first and the last, as they are the root from 
which all the others spring. 
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1. She Is a Wife and Mother 


This is the very first characteristic of: the Woman 
Ideal of the Proverbs. She is a home-woman. She is 
a wife and mother, and her life is devoted to her home 


and her family. 


The word mother is second only to that of God. 
Both bring to us a breath of heaven itself, and both 
are indelibly inscribed and enshrined in our hearts. 
They awaken within us emotions which we find it well- 
nigh impossible to put into words. 


Mother is a sacred name. “More and more as we grow, 
we appreciate the finer traits of human nature. Men 
going out into life never forget the mother who stays at 
home, and who has presented to them a nature with 
reason dominant, with a high moral sense, with refined 
and sweet affections, with taste, with patience, with 
gentleness, with self-sacrifice, and with disinterested- 
ness. A man may go through all the world; he may 
become a pirate, if you please; he may run through every 
stage of belief and unbelief; he may become absolutely 
apostate; he may rub out his conscience; he may destroy 
his fineness in every respect ; but there will be one picture 
which he cannot efface. Living or dying there will rise 
before him, like a morning star, the beauty of that re- 
membered goodness which he called mother.” 
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“There are men who are so cynical that they swear 
the whole race to hell; but they always spare some one 
person — wife, or sister, or mother. There is a single 
character that survives annihilation in their thoughts. 
There is nothing that takes hold of a man’s very being 
so much as a nature that seems to be well-nigh perfect.” 


“Such beautiful, beautiful hands, 
They’re neither white nor small, 

And you, I know, would scarcely think 
That they were fair at all. 

I’ve looked on hands whose form and hue 
A sculptor’s dream might be, 

Yet are my mother’s wrinkled hands 
More beautiful to me. 


And oh, beyond this shadow land, 
Where all is bright and fair, 
I know full well those dear old hands 
Shall palms of victory bear. 
Where crystal streams through endless years 
Flow over golden sands, 
There, where the old grow young again, 
T’ll clasp my mother’s hands.” 


In the second chapter of the Bible we read: “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 
help meet for him.” In these words the Creator Him- 
self designated woman’s work and sphere in life. God 
Himself has settled that question for all time. The 
woman is to be a help to the man, and as wife and 
mother she renders that help best. God made her for 


the home. Man and woman are two halves, neither is 
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complete without the other, and only when united can 
they reach their highest stage of development. Man 
was made for the storm, the rough and tumble of life; 
the woman was made for the peace and tranquillity of 
the home. Together they are to solve the problems of 
life, and at the end of the journey they are destined to 
enter the eternal home of God together. 


The dignity and nobility of wifehood and motherhood 
ought to be held up before the woman of to-day as never 
before; because if this God-given function of the woman 
be ignored or held in contempt, humanity will be called 
upon to pay a heavy penalty. Girlhood should be a 
preparation for wifehood and motherhood. Whatever 
else our daughters of to-day are taught and prepared 
for, they should be well equipped to meet the practical 
every-day duties that enter into modern home-life. 
Home-making is the greatest science in the world, but 
no science is more neglected, and unhappy homes and 
divorces are the visible results. The average mother of 
to-day appears to be blind to this truth, because she will 
often run herself half to death to wait upon her daughter 
rather than teach her daughter to wait upon herself and 
upon others. Misplaced love often deprives the daughter 
of her great opportunity in life; and not only the 
daughter suffers, but generations unborn suffer with her. 


The modern woman’s hunger for emancipation may 
lead to unexpected results. Essentially it is a sign of 
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the restlessness of our day and generation. No one is 
satisfied, and woman least of all. The Christian religion 
started her on her march to freedom, and it has tem- 
pered to a great extent the weight of the yoke placed 
upon her by the fall, but the taste of it seems to have 
made her dizzy, and her eyes are turned to fields of 
service and independence for which the Creator never 
intended her. The tendency on the part of the modern 
woman to leave the home, shun housework, and rather 
give herself to the office or the sales-counter cannot but 
be viewed with alarm by thoughtful men and women 
everywhere. The home is too narrow for her. She 
wishes to be what the man is and do what the man does. 
She is trying with one mighty effort to rid herself of 
the punishment that God placed upon her for her trans- 
gression in the garden of Eden. From the Biblical 
point of view this effort is not only unwise but it is 
wrong in itself. God has in Christ atoned for her trans- 
gression as also for that of man, but as the suffering of 
Christ did not relieve man from eating his bread in the 
sweat of his face, so it did not relieve the woman from 
bearing her part of the consequences of her sinful act. 
Man is not her tyrant and she is not man’s slave; but 
the relative position given to each one of them has never 
been changed. In God’s eyes they are both equal; but 
their spheres in life are different, and to that sphere each 
must be true, If the woman could gain that for which 


she hungers her hunger would not be appeased. It 
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would bring her no special gain, the man would in no 
wise be benefited, and nothing would be added to the 
happiness of the human family. Conditions which have 
existed from time immemorial would be so vitally 
changed that the world would not know itself. The 
order once established by the all-wise Creator would be 
subverted and the best interests of mankind would not 
be conserved. It is therefore better for both the man 
and the woman that they follow the path once desig- 
nated for each by God, and then let them vie with one 
another in loving God and serving humanity in the 
sphere in which God has placed them. 


It is not that woman lacks the ability to measure her 
powers with the man. Physically she is, of course, at 
a disadvantage; but mentally and spiritually she is his 
equal. She is able to make a place for herself anywhere 
in life, but she serves God and humanity best as a wife 
and mother. The home is a world in miniature, and 
the problems the woman has to meet in that world are 
so large and so important that the problems of the ruler, 
the statesman, and the business man are insignificant 
as compared with them. Her sphere is the more im- 
portant, because she determines not only the present 
but the future welfare of generations. She has in her 
hands the shaping of life itself, and she gives it direc- 
tion not for time only but for eternity as well. It is foi 
her to keep the deeper life-springs sweet and free from 
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bitterness. She wields a power as wife and mother 
which ought to make her tremble, because she lays 
foundations on which life-structures are to rest, stand, 
or fall. What greater power is there? What more can 
a woman aspire to? 


No wife and mother who lives for her home and her 
family would exchange place with any other woman. 
Her calling is so high, so sacred, that she has no higher 
aspirations. The home has its sorrows, its disappoint- 
ments, its tears and its heart-aches; but after all that 
place is the only bit of heaven left on earth, and the 
woman must carefully guard it and let nothing take it 
out of her hands. This model matron of the book of 
Proverbs would never have been accorded the place she 
occupies in the Scriptures if she had not lived for her 
home and family as wife and mother. The description 
here given of The Woman Ideal may be out of accord 
with the thought and the refinement of the present age; 
but the picture is painted by the hand of God Himself, 
and what mortal is there who would presume to improve 
upon it? No place in life brings to the woman the full 
measure of happiness that the place of wife and mother 
brings. Let the woman search her own heart and see 
how true this is. 


THE WOMAN IDEAL 19 


2. She Is Spiritual-minded 


Any woman who possessed the virtues ascribed to the 
ideal woman of the Scriptures would be an unusual 
woman, the first of her sex. But the one virtue upon 
which all the others rest is the last one — her spiritu- 
ality. She has given herself to God in body and soul. 
She belongs to Him. She is a Christian wife and 
mother, and this is the brightest jewel in her crown. 
Without godliness all other virtues would be but an arti- 
ficial flower, beautiful to the eye, perhaps, but devoid 
of life. She is good, and noble, and beautiful because 
she is godly. It is this which makes her the ideal 
woman of the Scriptures. The fear of God makes her 
love her home, her husband, and her children truly. 
It makes her industrious, self-disciplined, and orderly, 
honest and wise and successful in her business. ven- 
tures, tactful and of good judgment, hospitable, and 
charitable. A woman who fears God is a good wife 
and mother, a good sister, a good friend. She is a 
blessing to any home. The spirit of godliness should 
always be placed first in both a man’s and a woman’s 
life. That virtue is permanent. It controls life. When 
all other charms grow dim and indistinct, when the 
face gets furrowed, the form unshapely and bent, the 
eye loses its youthful luster, and the hand no longer 
is soft and tender, then the virtue of godliness comes 


into its own as never before, it is stronger than ever, 
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and to those whom she has served in the days of her 
youth and her strength the godly wife and mother 
grows only more beautiful with advancing years. A 
mother’s faith, piety, prayers, Bible, and life — these 
are the things that never grow dim in the memory of 
those who are left behind when she is taken to her 


reward. 


How deeply enshrined the memory of a good mother 
is in the hearts of her children the following story will 
illustrate. A short time since, just at sunset on a sum- 
mer’s day, I went to the grave of a dear sister of mine. 
Her two little boys went with me. When we had arrived 
there, I saw four little rose-bushes standing, two at the 
head and two at the foot of the grave. “That is her 
grave—our mother’s grave,” said one of the boys. “And 
those rose-bushes?” said I, as the tears started in my 
eyes. “Those,” said the eldest, “brother and I and 
father set soon after she was laid to rest. Those two at 
the head she planted in the garden herself, and we took 
them up and set them there, and call them ‘Mother’s 
bushes.” “And what do you remember about your 
dear mother, my boys?” “Oh, everything.” “What in 
particular?” “Oh, this, Uncle, that there never was 
a day since I can remember that she did not take us to 
her closet and pray with us, unless she was sick in bed.” 


Never did that sister seem so dear to me as at that mo- 
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ment, and never did my heart feel so full of hope in 
the words which were engraved on the tombstone, 


“No mortal woes 
Can reach the peaceful sleeper here, 
While angels watch her soft repose.” 


Ours is a day of competition, restlessness, and strife. 
Every husband and father needs someone at home who 
can help him to keep love and faith and hope strong 
within his breast. The growing generation is in need of 
someone at home who can deepen their lives, otherwise 
they will be swept off their feet and carried on to inevit- 
able ruin by the mighty waves of amusements that 
threaten to sweep everything thoughtful and serious be- 
fore them. Without that kind of mothers in the home, 
baptism and confirmation and instruction will be of little 
avail in a day when old landmarks are torn down and 
things untried are substituted in their stead. Too many 
homes lack that kind of mothers. Parents do not live 
close enough to Jesus. The home lacks a family altar. 
And without this no home can be happy. The only 
power that can keep the family together in our day is 
Christ. He is the golden chord that unites us. He is 
the blessed tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. 
He is the wall that keeps sin and discord and strife out 
of the home. He keeps the fire of love burning on the 
hearth. He unites man and wife with ties which noth- 
ing but death can sever. He makes the home. If He is 
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not there it will be but a place where we sleep and eat, 
and not the gateway to Paradise. 


The ideal woman of the Scriptures was not without 
her reward even in this life. “The heart of her husband 
trusteth in her. Her children rise up and call her 
blessed. Her husband also, and he praiseth her, saying: 
Many daughters have done worthily. But thou excellest 
them all.” She was held in grateful remembrance, tears 
were shed at her grave, the deeds of her life were immor- 
talized in her children, and at last she was taken up into 
the heavenly home. There God will at last gather all 
good wives and mothers. 


This ideal woman is like a bright star in the sky which 
shows wives and mothers the way to higher levels of life, 
and always closer to Christ and heaven. The possession 
of her virtues would fill the heart of any woman with 
her happiness and lead to her reward, first on earth and 
then in heaven. Those virtues are yet to be had for the 
asking. “Ask and it shall be given unto you,” said 
Christ. 


Not every wife and mother gets the credit this ideal 
woman of the Scriptures received. Books are not writ- 
ten in their honor. Most of them must spend their 
lives at the foot of the hill where they serve unseen and 
unknown by the world; but they will not lose their 
reward. God does not forget His servants. The books 
will one day be opened, and then all faithful servants 
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will receive their reward of God. Let wives and mothers 
write their history in the lives of those God has given 
them to love and to serve. Let them love and serve even 
though they often grow weary. The seed sown shall 
bear fruit. Faithful service will be rewarded by Him 
who sees and knows all. Nothing done in the name of 
Christ will ever be left unrewarded. 


Blessed be God who gave us Christian mothers! 


ik, 


Eve, the First Woman 
Gen. 2. 18-23. 


W:° approach the study of Eve, the mother of the 
human family, with an intense interest. Mark 
Twain tells us that tears dimmed his vision and feelings 
touched his heart, which he was unable to express in 
words, when he stood on the sacred ground of the holy 
land where he supposed the bones of his great ancestor 
Adam reposed. So our hearts are flooded by emotions 
which defy human speech when we think of Eve, the 
first and the most interesting woman that ever lived. 
There are so many things we would like to know about 
her, so many questions we wish we could answer. Her 
looks, her home, her fall, her suffering, her death, these 
and a thousand other questions arise within us at the 
thought of Eve. Tears dim our vision and our very 
hearts weep as we read her life history in Holy Writ, the 
only source of information that we have about the life 
of this interesting woman, and what it tells us about 


her seems so meager, so little, that our hearts are filled 
24 
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with wonder that so much has been left unsaid. Yet 
it sheds not a little light on her life and character, and 
what there is we shall carefully study. 


Who Was Eve? 


We have given our answer already, the only answer 
that can be given. Eve is the first woman that ever 
lived, the mother of the human family. Having said 
this we realize that next to Adam she is the most in- 
teresting character in the history of mankind. That a 
first woman was necessary, if the earth was to be pop- 
ulated, we all understand. Adam was made from the 
dust of the earth, and while he slept God took one of 
his ribs and made a woman. It must have been a mem- 
orable awakening on the part of Adam when he opened 
his eyes from sleep and saw the woman before him. 
He had seen the animal creation, male and female. 
He had called them by name. But as for himself he 
had found no counterpart. He was alone in the splen- 
did home in which his Maker had placed him. When 
he saw the woman he said: “This is now bone of 
my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Gen. 2. 23. 
Thus began the history of the first family. Here we 
have the stock from which the tree of humanity has 
sprung. Indeed, the Creator is wonderful, and wonder- 
ful are His Ways! 
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How Did She Look? 


In appearance she must have been the counterpart 
of Adam, the man. She was created in the likeness 
or image of God, “heaven’s last and best gift.” It 
cannot be exaggeration to say that she was the most 
beautiful woman that ever lived. The Word of God 
has nothing to say about her looks, and we have no 
photograph to go by ; yet we feel that she must have been 
the most beautiful of women. She never saw her own 
face in a mirror, except as she might have seen it re- 
flected in the waters of the crystal springs from which 
she drank. Untouched by sin with its suffering, cares, 
tears, sorrows, and toil; pure of soul and perfect in 
mind and body, she was God’s masterpiece, the queen of 
all women that ever lived. What is there the world 
would not give for a true picture of mother Eve, the 
first mistress of creation? But none is to be had. God 
has withheld that vision from us. But we shall see her 
in that home which is not made with hands. Until then 
we must restrain our longing and our curiosity. 


Her Home 


A woman’s home is usually her own creation, a revela- 
tion of herself, her tastes and preferences. There are 
many stately homes in the world, but what home is 
there that can compare with that of Eve? Neither 
Adam nor she had anything to do with the furnishing 
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of that home. God took that upon himself. From 
our point of view this deprived them of one of the 
greatest pleasures of life. Birds build their nests. 
What is there that so cements love between bride and 
bridegroom as the choosing of the home and the selec- 
tion of its furniture? In this instance the very nature 
of the case demanded God’s provision, and he left 
nothing to be wished for. First he made the home for 
man, and when the home was ready, then he summoned 
its lord and master. First he prepared the banquet- 
ing hall with all its decorations and its table, then he 
ushered in the guests. 


Paradise must have been a beautiful home with its 
springs and trees, a counterpart of the new Jerusalem, 
so vividly pictured in the Scriptures as seen by John. 
Our Yellowstone Park is said to be the most bewitch- 
ing spot on the earth, but surely it can be but the 
shadow of God’s Paradise! God has, indeed, made 
them both; but Paradise was not touched by the curse 
of sin. The blessing of God made it a spot unsurpassed 
and incomparable in beauty, and this was Eve’s home. 
It was a home fit for celestials into which Adam brought 
his lovely bride. God gave her a wonderful bridal gift, 
and it is a matter of great satisfaction to us, her chil- 
dren, to think that she had a home to which she could 
point with joy and gladness, a spot on earth dearer to 


her than every other. 
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How utterly sad that every trace of this home, the 
cradle of the human race, has been obliterated! Where 
was it located, in what country, on what spot on earth? 
How men have yearned to see this sacred spot, this 
park, with its luxurious growth of vegetation, its flow- 
ers, its trees! Where the now blood-thirsty beasts were 
harmless, and where innocence and purity had their 
first home! The only place on earth where spotless 
virtue walked abroad! Were that place known to-day, 
it would be the Mecca of all tourists. There is no 
place on earth that holds such a fascination for us 
as the Garden of Eden. Men have explored and looked 
for it everywhere. There is hardly a country on earth 
in which it has not been located. It is thought that it 
could have been found only in a country with high 
mountains, which were necessary for its rivers. One 
of the most reliable authorities, Dr. Smith, has located 
Paradise among the highlands south of the Caucasus 
mountains. 


The fact, however, remains, that to this day no foot 
has walked within its sacred enclosures since Adam and 
Eve left it. No human eye has looked down on it. 
No human voice has been heard in it. The Lord shut 
its gate and He alone holds the key to its portals. How 
little we know about this home of our ancestors! We 
ask and ask; the only answer is the echo of our own 
voice. With what questions we shall stand before our 
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Father on the great day to come! With what feelings 
we shall enter into Paradise when heaven and earth 
have passed away! That day lies in the distance of 


God’s future. When the skies over our heads roll to- 
gether as a scroll, then shall Paradise open its portals 


to receive those who shall live with God. My one am- 
bition in life is to enter into that home. Is it yours? 


Why Was Eve Created? 


The Scriptures give us a clear and satisfactory an- 
swer to this question. God saw that it was not good 
that the man should be alone. When the beasts of 
the earth marched by to be named there was not found 
a help meet for Adam. So God said: “I will make 
him a help meet for him.” Eve was made to be a helper 
and companion to Adam. All the glory of Paradise was 
there for Adam to enjoy, and yet it seems that he failed 
to appreciate it because there was no one with whom. he 


could share it. 


It is thus with us mortals. Shared joy is double joy. 
When our eyes behold the beauty of a landscape or a 
painting, our thought often goes to some one we love 
and we wish he or she could see it with us. Companion- 
ship makes life worth living. Joy must be shared with 
some one if it is to fill our hearts with satisfaction. 
If that is lacking there is something hollow and empty 
even in joy itself. Life must be shared with some one 
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if it is to bring us its fullest measure of happiness. 
Adam felt this need. 


“The world was sad, 
The garden was wild. 
. And man, the hermit, sighed 
Till woman smiled.” 

God made the woman as a worthy object of Adam’s 
love. Without some one to lavish his affections on, 
Paradise itself would have seemed to Adam but a great 
waste. Adam loved God, but it was human companion- 
ship he craved. Without love man can not live. He 
must love and be loved if he is to be happy. This is 
the divine in man, for God is love. Adam was to love 
Eve not so much for her physical attractions as for 
her high moral endowments and her great life-mission. 
She was beautiful to look at, but her personal beauty 
was but the reflection of the purity and loveliness of her 
soul. A pure heart makes also the face beautiful. 


Eve was to be Adam’s help. Here we have the 
Scriptural basis for wedlock, the union between one man 
and one woman. “The twain shall be one flesh.” Wed- 
lock is thus not only an agreement, or a union, it is 
unity. The two become one in the sight of God. Wed- 
lock is between one man and one woman. “Therefore 
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife,” says the Word of God. Adam and 
Eve are an incontrovertible argument against the mon- 


strous practice of polygamy, which has no support in 
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the Scriptures. Some one has said that marriages are 
contracted in heaven, which is true at least in the case 
of our first parents, for God made them for one another ; 
and if God be permitted to bring a man and a woman 
together, their marital happiness is assured. A true 
spouse is one of God’s choicest gifts, and Solomon says: 
“A prudent wife is from the Lord.” Prov. 19. 14. 


Eve was to be the mother of the human family. God’s 
command was: “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replen- 
ish the earth.” Gen. 1. 28. The very name Eve ex- 
plains the mission of woman. Eve means “mother”, 
or “life-giver”. She was to be a mother, the mother 
of the nations. The Scriptures assign this as woman’s 
program: help the man and mother the race. Chris- 
tianity also fits her for this work. In all countries 
where the Bible is known woman is respected, but in 
all other lands she is the beast of burden, the slave, 
and the plaything of man. The Christian religion 
gives woman her place side by side with man. It makes 
her his equal. Some one has said: “She was not 
taken from the head of man, lest she should rule over 
him; not from his feet, lest he should trample upon 
her; but she was taken from his side that she might be 
his equal; from under his arm that he might protect 
her; from near his heart that he might cherish and 
love her.” The woman is not to rule over the man, 
and the man is not to tyrannize over the woman; they 
are to help one another. That is God’s wise provision. 
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Her Fall 


Why should the woman fall? Why was she to be 
the one who sinned first? The fall is indelibly in- 
scribed in man’s history and in the life of woman. 
She was first exposed to the wiles of the serpent. Why 
did she listen, why did she yield to the temptation? 
She was not compelled to do either, for she was en- 
dowed with a free will and with power to resist, and 
the Creator had warned her in advance, and against 
the very sin which she committed. She did not fall 
because there was anything lacking in her happiness. 
She had everything that she could wish, she was the 
mistress of all creation. There are two reasons for 
her fall: the one was her inquisitiveness; the other was 
her ambition, the hunger to investigate and know. But 
where did she get these traits from? Both were given to 
her by the Creator; the one a thirst for knowledge; 
the other a desire to lift herself upward to a still higher 
degree of glory and happiness. Both were good in them- 
selves, but she abused them by seeking to gain what God 
had forbidden her to possess. “Why?” was the question 
the serpent raised within her soul, and instead of going 
to her Maker for the answer she followed the suggestion 
of the tempter. His answer to her “why” raised suspi- 
cion against God, and when the serpent promised her 
godlikeness she took of the fruit of the forbidden tree 
to eat of it herself and she brought it to her husband 
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that he also might get what she sought. There was 
something to get. That is always the fascination of 
sin ; but the devil lies, Adam and Eve did indeed get 
something, but not what they sought, not what the 
devil promised. Their eyes were opened, but the sight 
they beheld shamed them. They saw sin, which they 
had not seen before. A new knowledge was theirs, but 
it was a knowledge that filled them with fear and an- 
guish. Guilt darkened their sun of happiness, and they 
hid from the face of their Maker. 


There are those who have made light of the Scrip- 
tural version of the fall. That God should put man to 
‘such a test and rest such tremendous results upon the 
taking or leaving an apple on a tree in Paradise is 
said to be unworthy of the Creator. But we must re- 
member that this was a test of obedience and faith. 
Man’s love was not to be forced or coerced. It had to 
be freely given before God could accept it. A forced 
love is not of much value. Man had to make his choice 
and God used this means of putting him to the test. 
Eat and die, obey and live — such was the alternative. 
Man chose the former and he could not escape the con- 


sequences. 


It is of no great concern which of the two sinned first. 
In either case the result would have been the same. 
But the reason why Adam ate of the forbidden fruit 


could not very well have been the same as Hve’s. Some 
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one has suggested that when he saw that she had broken 
with God his great love for her prompted him to follow 
the same course in order that he might bear with her 
the consequences of the act. There was thus a noble 
_ self-sacrifice in his action. This explanation appears 
to us far-fetched. We admire the man who remains 
true to his vows of wedlock even when the woman is 
altogether unlovely and unworthy, and vice versa; but 
conjugal love must not go to the length of making one 
a partaker in the sins of another. To be patient and 
forbearing for love’s sake is commendable; but there 
is no virtue in making common cause with wickedness 
and sin for love’s sake. True love cannot harm the 
loved one to that extent, and to ascribe that motive 
to Adam is not in harmony with the revealed Word 
of God. The serpent was the immediate cause for Eve’s 
fall, but the guilt must ever remain her own. Eve 
was the immediate cause for Adam’s fall, but the guilt 
was his own. He could have said no and thus been 
true to God. Suppose he had refused the proffered 
fruit, what would have been the result to Eve? Would 
Adam’s free obedience to God and his great love to his 
wife have been able to appease God’s wrath and save 
Eve from the consequences of her transgression? If 
Adam and Eve had not sinned, what would be the 
condition of the world to-day? We ask and ask, but 
there is no answer. All we do know is that they fell, 
and that their sin consisted in unbelief and disobedience 
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to God. As for the rest we face difficulties which no 
mortal can explain. The Scriptures mention a fall 
among the angels in heaven. How could an angel 
fall? What is the origin of evil? Who will answer? 
There are mysteries which it is not for us mortals to 
know as yet. But some day we shall know. Until 
that day comes we must be satisfied with revealed truth 
as we have it. That our first parents fell we know 
only too well to our great sorrow, and our chief con- 
cern should be to escape the consequences of the fall. 


Her Suffering 


To describe what Eve had to suffer for her rash act 
is not for the pen of mortal man to do. It takes the 
pen of God to do that. The wages of sin is death, says 
the Scripture. Suffering followed upon the sin of Adam 
and Eve as the shadow follows the body. The two are 
inseparable. Her eyes were opened indeed, but only 
to be cast down to earth from shame. From the lips of 
her Maker came the doom: “TI will greatly multiply thy 
pain and thy conception; in pain thou shalt bring 
forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee.” Gen. 3. 16. These words 
have been literally fulfilled. They are fulfilled to-day. 
Every mother must go down into the very valley of 
death and almost die in order to give birth to her off- 
spring, and more than one: mother never returns from 


36 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 


that journey. The fall made woman subject to man, a 
subjection which at the present time she is doing all in 
her power to throw off. Both Adam and Eve were 
driven out of Paradise, and then followed a walking on 
thorns all the way until the cross was planted on Cal- 
vary, and the shame of woman was removed since to a 
woman it was allotted to be the mother of the Saviour 
of the world. 


Few experiences in life are so crushing to’a woman as 
to be turned out of the home that she has learned to love. 
What Eve felt and thought as she looked back upon her 
home, let none of us presume to try to express. Paradise 
was soon lost from view and became a memory only, but 
what a memory! Could Eve leave that home without 
tears? Did her heart weep as the bowers of Eden dis- 
appeared from view? Did not regret flood her very 
soul like an avalanche sweeping all else before it? Did 
not her heart cry out with an almost irresistible impulse 
to return to throw herself at the very feet of God, im- 
ploring His forgiveness? What would she have given 
for a second chance? Alas! all this could avail nothing 
now. What was done could not be undone. She had to 
dry her tears and pass on like many a one of her daugh- 
ters after her has done, nursing her heartache as best 
she could. The world was now open to these two. They 
had to select a place for another home, but all the while 
kind Providence was watching over them. 
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The storm raised by her sin in Paradise kept on 
raging with almost unabated fury. Eve had to pass . 
through a mother’s every anguish and disappointment. 
She gave birth to several sons and daughters. An old 
tradition says thirty-three sons and twenty-three daugh- 
ters, but of these we know only three by name. Her 
firstborn became a murderer. Her second son was a 
lovely child, in whom something of their original inno- 
cence seemed to dwell, but his life was cut short by the 
hand of her firstborn. Oh, the bitter cup this first 
mother had to drink! Here she stood face to face with 
the consequences of her own sin. It had been trans- 
planted into her own children. Her misery was in- 
creased a thousandfold as she saw what it had done to 
her offspring. In her son Abel, Eve saw death for the 
first time, and in her firstborn she beheld the first mur- 
derer. God in His mercy brought her some comfort 
through Seth, but the wounds were too deep, they could 
not be completely healed, she carried them with her 
into the grave. The loss of the image of God, an ac- 
cusing conscience, fear, physical suffering, the loss of 
home, and the tragedy in her family — these were the 
consequences of the sin in Paradise, which followed Eve 
on her way through life. Sin is its own avenger. 
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Her Death 


Our last inquiry is: What became of Eve at last? 
And we do not have to wait for an answer. “Die the 
death,” so God had said, and this word from His mouth 
was fulfilled. The Old Testament bears witness to the 
great age the patriarchs attained, but death found them 
all at last. The time came to Eve when death knocked 
at her door. We know nothing about her age nor her 
last moments on earth. May we not hope that she died 
surrounded by those she loved? We sorrow not as those 
without hope. To her was given the first promise of a 
deliverer who should crush the serpent’s head. Christ 
was to be born from one of her daughters. Surely Eve 
carried this blessed promise in her heart. Could she 
help but look forward to its fulfillment? It must have 
brought much joy to her sad and broken spirit. If 
Abraham beheld the day of the Lord, was this vision 
altogether denied mother Eve, or did she see its faint 
shadow in the distance? Dare we not cherish that hope? 
She believed the promise, and faith does not come to 
shame. We know that she tried to bring up her children 
in the fear of God. Of this fact their sacrificing is a 
testimony. In her new home there was an altar, on 
which sacrifice was made to the Lord. When she closed 
her eyes in death we believe that she was taken up into 
the Paradise of God, where the flowers never fade, where 
the tree of life with its leaves of healing ever flourishes, 
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where no temptation, suffering, sorrow, tears, or death 
will ever disturb our peace, where the memory of sin 
shall be no more. That happy home awaits every 
mother, who has given herself to the bridegroom Christ. 
Would that all mothers could meet in that happy home! 


The memory of a good mother is like a benediction. 
I once stood at the deathbed of a good mother whose 
departure was but a matter of a few hours. In the 
course of our conversation she said: “My children have 
always been good to me. Now during my sickness they 
would have carried me on their hands if it had been 
possible. I am so thankful for what He has given me 
in my children. I know that I shall soon die, but I am 
going trusting myself to my Father and leaving them 
all in His care.” Then she turned her face to the wall 
and after a few moments her happy spirit had fled. 
Her last words were these: “I am tired, but oh, so 
happy and satisfied!” Her husband and the children 
stood grouped about the bedside, all silently weeping ; 
but it was tears of gratitude to God they shed in spite 
of the pain and the heartache. Oh, if all our mothers 
would give themselves to God! Such mothers direct 
and influence the lives of their husbands and children 
towards heaven as no other person can do. Blessed be 
every such mother and the home in which she prays 
and labors for those God has given her to serve and 


keep for Him. 


pdb 


Sarah, the Mother of the Faithful 
Gen. 21. 1-21. 


HE history of the family is the history of the hu- 

man race. In Abraham and Sarah we met the 
next family through which God advanced another step 
the great salvation promised to our first parents in the 
garden of Eden. In the first family the woman seems 
to have been the acting party; in the second family it is 
the man. The story is that of the man Abraham almost 
exclusively, but the personality and influence of his wife 
Sarah is everywhere visible as his inseparable shadow. 


Of Sarah it has been said that she was a very ordinary 
woman, pious but ignorant, and afflicted with a bad tem- 
per, and yet withal a good wife to a great man. This 
is not, however, the impression we get of her from the 
Bible record. She stands out as a woman of strong char- 
acter and initiative. Abraham was patient and endur- 
ing; Sarah was imperious, passionate, and cunning. 
Abraham knew God best; Sarah was better acquainted 
with human nature. Abraham waited for divine guid- 
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ance in all things; Sarah was tempted to advance God’s 
plans by her own efforts. Abraham furnished the ideal 
in their relations as man and wife, and to the credit of 
Sarah be it said that she yielded to his influence and 
guidance. As Abraham is called “The Father of the 
Faithful,” so Sarah deserves to be called “The Mother 
of the Faithful.” Eve is the mother of mankind. Sarah 
is the mother of all believers. While the Biblical nar- 
rative tells the story of both Abraham and Sarah we 
notice however, this difference: in Abraham it is mostly 
virtues that are extolled and brought to view, while in 
Sarah it is mostly faults that are brought out and cen- 


sured. 


We shall tell her life-story under the following head- 
ings: 1. Who was she? 2. Her personal appearance. 
3. Her one great trial. 4. The birth of her son. 5. Her 


last hour. 


Who Was Sarah? 


All that we know of her early history is told us by 
Abraham himself. In his conversation with Abimelech 
he says that she was his half-sister, the daughter of the 
same father but not of the same mother. This young 
girl left her father’s house to share the pilgrimage of 
her husband Abraham, and during their ten years’ 
sojourn in Canaan she was his true helpmeet, sharing 
with him the joys and the sorrows of life and witnessing 
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the goodness and the mercy of God. Twice she is said 
to have been a party in the double-dealing of her hus- 
band, but in spite of the fact that she resorted to very 
unseemly means to advance the purpose of God she 
must be regarded as one of these unusual women whom 
we love despite their limitations and whom we hold up 
as examples that we ought to emulate. The apostle 
Peter mentions her great love for Abraham, and he 
makes her an example for all true housewives. Faithful 
wives and mothers are often called her daughters. 


Her Personal Appearance 


The question of looks is an absorbing one, especially 
to the fair sex. Of Sarah we are told time and again 
that she was unusually attractive. She was a true 
daughter of her mother Eve, the most beautiful woman 
that ever lived. In her, beauty of face and of soul 
seems to have gone hand in hand. Beauty and faith- 
fulness are her two characteristics. She is said to have 
been “fair, very fair, lovely to look upon,” an expression 
which in our language means “ruddy”; red like a rose. 
Wherever Sarah went she attracted attention on ac- 
count of her beauty of face, and Abraham betrays a 
weakness for the good looks of his wife which is almost 
surprising in a man of his character. She was ten years 
younger than her husband, and at sixty-five years, yes, 
even at ninety, her personal charms appear to have been 
just as striking as ever. Her great love for her husband 
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helped to keep her young. Love makes the face beauti- 
ful, and a happy home-life is reflected through the face 
and the eyes. What she was to Abraham gives color to 
all that is said of her in the Scriptures. 


A man who had lost his noble and faithful wife by 
death once said of her: “God permitted us to live to- 
gether for many years. Others could remark about 
how beautiful, talented, virtuous and good my wife , 
was; but what she was to me is locked within my own 
heart. But the best that I am and that I have done 
came from her. We read and thought together, and her 
intelligence and judgment always discovered and magni- 
fied everything true and noble. We labored and bore 
together, and her courage and efficiency made all work 
a pleasure. She lived a life of the noblest endeavors, 
inspiration, sympathy, and love. She it was that guided 
me, inspired me, corrected me, and rewarded me. Of 
all influences from human sources brought to bear on 
my character and life hers was the strongest and the 
best.” 


When we meet Abraham and Sarah for the first time 
they faced an experience which must have been extreme- 
ly trying. They had left Ur for Haran and from Haran 
they came to Canaan only to meet a great famine. 
Abraham was now forced to move his tent, and together 
with Sarah, his wife, and Lot, his nephew, and his serv- 
ants he started out for Egypt to find provisions. In 
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Egypt he denies his kinship with his wife. Fearing 
that the beauty of his wife would endanger his own life 
at the court of Pharaoh, he prevailed upon her to pass 
herself off as his sister. Sarah’s love was here put to 
a severe test. Instead of taking his right place as her 
protector Abraham delivers her a prey to the court. He 
repeats the same thing at a later date from fear of the 
Philistine king Abimelech, but in both instances Sarah 
emerges faithful and true. 


In these dealings Abraham appears in a less favorable 
light, and yet they reveal an unbounded faith in the 
faithfulness of his wife. Not for a moment could he 
distrust her fidelity. She was his wife, to him she had 
given her vows, and nothing could shake his faith in 
her. Sarah was taken into Pharaoh’s court, but no 
harm came to her because Abraham’s God watched over 
her. He sent plagues upon the house of Pharaoh until 
Sarah had returned to Abraham again, and she returned 
as pure as she left him. 


As long as a woman has given herself to God her 
chastity is safe. Husband and wife have confidence in 
one another when both live for Christ. Abraham re- 
sorted to this expediency out of fear for his own life, 
which fear was not altogether groundless, and yet we 
ask: Why did he not now trust to God as he did when 
on the way to sacrifice his only son? Abraham’s faith 
gave way; but not the love of God. Our unbelief does 
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not make the faith of God without effect, but oh, how 
we dishonor God by our unbelief! And the result is 
always loss of peace and courage when we give way to 
sin. Lack of faith or a small faith is the root of all 
our troubles, a defect which we notice in the lives of 
even the patriarchs themselves. 


Her One Great Trial 


When God called Abraham to leave his country and 
settle in Canaan He promised the land to him and his 
seed. Scarcely had they raised their tent under the 
oaks of Hebron when Sarah faced this promise of God. 
They had been married ten years, and they were yet 
childless. Abraham had grown rich in worldly goods 
until he was now the cattle king of the country; he was 
favorably known in the land, but there was no visible 
evidence that he was to become a great people. Sarah 
pondered this problem and finally she came to the con- 
clusion that the promise of God was to be fulfilled not 
through her but through another. Abraham’s faith fed 
his patience, but Sarah could not wait and bide God’s 
time. When she took her handmaiden and gave her to 
Abraham, she followed a practice of that day. On her 
part it was an act of faith; but it was a very faulty 
faith. It would have been an act of unbelief if the 
promise that she should have a son had come to her 
before she resorted to this expediency. But so far God 
had gone no farther than the promise that Abraham 


46 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 


was to become a great nation. Sarah was left in doubt 
as to whether she was to be the mother of this great 
people, and this uncertainty caused her to do what she 
did with Hagar. It was a terrible mistake on her part, 
and it brought untold agony not only to herself but to 
Abraham and Hagar and the two sons as well. Little 
do we foresee the consequences of our actions, even 
when our intentions are the best. 


Abraham consented, and so Hagar gave birth to a 
son, who was called Ishmael. From this time the trials 
of Sarah begin. Hagar despised Abraham’s first wife 
because she was barren, and Sarah turned to Abraham 
with tears and complainings in spite of the fact that 
she had herself suggested the thing done and talked 
him into it. Thirteen years of strife followed in 
their home, which left its marks upon them all. Abra- 
ham suffered in silence while Hagar despised Sarah and 
Sarah hated Hagar. Life to all three became almost 
unbearable; and this part of the story of Abraham alone 
is a sufficient argument against polygamy. One woman 
should occupy the seat of honor in the home, and one 


only, or peace in the family will not be of long duration. 


The Birth of Her Son 


It is almost inconceivable that Abraham and Sarah 
could look upon Ishmael as the promised seed during 


all these thirteen years or more. It must have been to 
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them a welcome intervention when God broke his silence 
and revealed to them that Sarah was to have a son. It 
seems as though Abraham almost doubted the good news 
as he asked: “Oh, that Ishmael might live before thee.” 
Gen. 17. 18. To Sarah it appeared as an impossibility 
that she was to become a mother, and a smile of incre- 
dulity spread over her face at the announcement of 
God, for which she was duly rebuked by Him. 


The rebuke left a bitter memory in the heart of 
Sarah. It spoke of her weakness of faith in God; but 
it served to strengthen her weak faith. Both Abraham 
and Sarah were now ready to receive the fulfillment 
of the promise, and so Isaac was born. God acts at the 
right time. Now Sarah believed God, and the hope that 
sprang up within her became a living, vital thing, of 
which she was in no wise ashamed. Now she rested 
on God’s word alone, and her faith was rewarded. She 
became the mother of nations; kings of people came of 
her. In her seed were all the nations of the earth to be 
blessed. 


A different smile now spread over Sarah’s face since 
the promise had become a reality. In spite of her treat- 
ment of Hagar God had been merciful to her. Her 
heart was filled to overflowing as she held her first- 
born in her arms, and she was such a happy mother 
that everybody rejoiced with her. But new trials soon 


came. The despising Hagar now became the jealous 
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Hagar. Her son Ishmael was no longer the heir ap- 
parent, and so she poisoned his heart against Isaac the 
newborn heir. One day Sarah caught him mocking her 
son Isaac. At this sight her old hatred flared up into 
fury, and she prevailed upon Abraham to banish Hagar 
and her son and drive them out of the home into the 
wilderness. Sarah’s influence over Abraham seems to 
have been almost absolute. Hagar was left alone with 
her son out in the wilderness, and it is a pitiable story 
to read of her sufferings. She finally sat down to die 
as she had no water for herself and her son, and she 
lifted her voice in a cry to Abraham’s God and wept 
bitterly. God heard her cry and intervened. Their 
lives were spared and He gave her the promise that 
Ishmael also should be the father of a great and numer- 
ous people, which promise He also redeemed. 


How many mothers since Sarah’s day have shared in 
her experiences! Like Hagar, how many mothers have 
shed tears over their children! First they weep for joy 
that a man is born to the world. Mother-joy is the 
greatest of all earthly joys. The heart is almost ready 
to burst as the first-born is held to it, and when eye 
meets eye the mother’s heart is touched by something of 
God and of heaven. The mother has returned from the 
valley of death, and out of its shadows she has snatched 
life itself. Why should she not rejoice? But how often 
joy gives way to tears! Tears at the cradle, tears over 
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disappointed mother-love and mother-hopes. Tears at 
the lifeless body of the loved one. Tears by the 
grave, and tears over memories that cannot be for- 
gotten! Who is able to number the tears shed by 
mothers’ eyes? But mother-tears have a power which 
nothing else has, when they are tears of joy. Blessed 
sevenfold is the child who is the cause of such tears. 
But unfortunate beyond description is the child who 
will cause its mother only tears of anguish and sor- 
row! 


In passing judgment upon Sarah’s conduct towards 
Hagar one must not forget to take into account the 
many mitigating circumstances. She had made a great 
sacrifice in giving Hagar to Abraham to be his wife. 
What woman would have gone to such lengths of sacri- 
fice in order to advance God’s plan? Having made 
this sacrifice, she was ill requited by Hagar; and when 
Ishmael showed a mean spirit to her three year old son, 
she feared that his wild and reckless nature might 
lead him to do her son bodily injury, and besides he 
would have been a dangerous companion for Isaac. All 
this brought her to a decision between a life of strife 
and a life of separation, and she chose the latter. 


Sarah teaches a lesson to all those who try to go 
ahead of events. The Lord did not hinder her plans, 
but they brought her no joy. God intervened and led 
them all out of the difficulty, but at what cost to 
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them! Sarah would have done better by trusting the 
Lord, when she knew that He was able to raise up seed 
to Abraham from stones. That Abraham consented to 
the arrangement seems to us a mystery which we are 
unable to explain satisfactorily. To what lengths weak 
human nature will go! Let him who standeth beware 
lest he fall. 


Her Last Hours 


We believe, however, that Sarah’s virtues by far out- 
weighed her many faults. She was of a deeply religious 
nature. In order to advance God’s plan she was ready 
to make almost any sacrifice. She believed in family 
worship, because wherever Abraham sojourned a family 
altar was raised. She met her husband in a spirit of 
love and submission which borders on servility. She 
said; “My lord’s will is also mine.” Though she was 
a princess of high rank and of noble birth there is no 
trace of pride or haughtiness in her. She was a very 
efficient and economical housewife, and she supervised 
her household well. It seems that she prepared the 
meals for her husband and for his guests with her own 
hand. Well-to-do in gold and silver and the mistress 
over not less than 318 servants, this personal super- 
vision of her household is remarkable. When the angels 
came to Abraham and he invited them to sit at his 
table, Sarah prepared the dishes, which could have been 
no easy task. Angels were the guests. She did not 
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have our modern conveniences and our modern kitchen. 
The cook-stove was then not known. Gas was yet a 
thing of the distant future. The culinary science of 
to-day was then as yet in its infancy. Men did not 
expect as varied a feast as we do to-day, and yet many 
a housewife would have been put to the test with angels 
as guests. It may be of interest to us to know of what 
this entertainment consisted which these angels of God 
enjoyed at the hands of Sarah. Here is the menu: 
roast veal, wheat bread, butter, and milk. We notice 
at once the difference then and now. Now there has 
to be such an abundance of dishes that there is almost 
no limit. If these were fit for angels, should not men 
be satisfied with a little less than what is considered 
necessary in our day? Remember the table our Saviour 
spread for the hungry multitude. Bread and fish, that 
was all. We are lavish. There is no limit to our prodi- 
gality, and perhaps the good Lord will have to send 
famine upon us in order to bring us to our senses, 


The brightest gem in Sarah’s crown of virtues is the 
fact that she was so faithful to Abraham. She was an 
ideal wife and mother. She gave herself and all to her 
husband and son. Mother-love is earth’s most beautiful 
flower. It is stronger than death itself. or it no 
sacrifice is too great. We are not told what influence 
the sacrificing of Isaac had upon Sarah. “he is not 
even mentioned in that connection, but there is a Jew- 
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ish tradition which says that it caused her death. Abra- 
ham is said to have found her dead on his return from 
Mount Moriah. Her separation from Isaac under such 
conditions may better be imagined than told. 


We learn that Isaac was consoled over his mother’s 
death, their mutual love being of the kind that conquers 
even death itself. Her body was laid to rest in a cave 
in a field east of Mamre in the land of Canaan. She 
died in Kiriath-arba at the age of 127 years. Abra- 
ham wept over his loss, and the monument he raised on 
her grave speaks of his great love for her. This monu- 
ment exists yet to this day, and the Mohammedans take 
great pride in showing it to tourists. If the place indi- 
cated really holds her mortal remains, it is sacred 
ground, indeed, because under that sod rest Abraham 
and Sarah and Isaac side by side. 


Sarah is the first woman in Holy Writ of whom we 
have a continued life history. A woman, beautiful to 
look at, but still more beautiful in her love to those 
whom God had given her to serve. A woman far from 
perfect, and yet a woman ideal which we must love for 
the heart-hunger she reveals, the joy that was hers, and 
the happiness which she found in serving husband and 
son. She is also to us a warning example of what envy 
and jealousy will bring into the family circle. 


Let mothers and wives of to-day emulate her virtues. 
Oh, if all mothers loved their children as Sarah loved 
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Isaac! But few there are who measure up to her love. 
Instead of separating them from sin and dangerous com- 
panionship many mothers of to-day throw open wide the 
doors of their own homes to the world and thus lead 
their children to sin. They do not bring them up to 
serve God. The young soon leave the nest to go out into 
a world that is hostile to spiritual life. You mothers, 
what are you sending with them? You pack their 
Bibles among their other things, perhaps; but will the 
good book be opened and used unless you write the 
will of God in your children’s hearts by the life you 
live with them in the home? The memory of a believ- 
ing mother is a wall around the young, behind which 
they are often secure from the temptations of the world. 
A mother’s prayers keep the feet in the right path when 
all else has failed. Let your prayers follow your son 
and your daughter till your lips are sealed in death. 


Heart-rending as the history of Hagar is the cry 
wrung from the mother’s heart in the well known 


hymn : 


Where is my wandering boy to-night? 
The boy of my tenderest care. 

The boy that was once my joy and my light, 
The child of my love and prayer. 


Once he was pure as morning dew 
As he knelt at his mother’s knee; 

No face was so bright, no heart more true, 
And none was so sweet as he. 


afte a hie at ahs 
a Sen 
And tell him I love him still. 


A mother can never forget her love. In that respec 
she is like God. 


a> ih | 


LY: 


Rebekah, a Partial Mother and a 
Deceptive Wife 


Gen. 24. 1-15. 


EBEKAH was Sarah’s daughter-in-law. he was 

the daughter of Bethuel the son of Nahor, Abra- 
ham’s brother, and his wife Milcah, and the sister of 
Laban. 

We often wonder that so little is told us of the family 
history of some of the great Bible characters. Here 
Rebekah’s antecedents are contained in one short para- 
graph, and yet she occupies so large and prominent a 
place in God’s plan of redemption. God is not con- 
cerned as much with means as with results. He only 
gives us the names of the persons He selects, and then 
personality is submerged and the results achieved stand 
out so clearly in the foreground that everything else 
disappears from our view, and, like the apostles of old 
on the mount of transfiguration, we see God only. 


We shall study the history of this interesting woman 
under the following divisions: 1. How she was wooed. 
2. Her marriage. 3. She becomes a mother. 
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How She Was Wooed 


When Sarah, Abraham’s wife, died the years of 
mourning that followed reveal wounds in his heart that 
‘were slow to heal. He married again at the age of 140, 
but Sarah remained the bride of his youth and the most 
precious memory of his domestic life. For three years 
he mourned her death, during which time he centered 
all his love and devotion on their one and only son, 
Isaac, the child of promise. His wife’s death must have 
suggested to him his own impending departure, and so 
he took steps to provide for Isaac’s future. He looked 
around for a suitable wife for his son. He did not wish 
him to marry among the Canaanites, because they were 
not worshipers of the true God. 


Abraham is again an example which parents do well 
to follow. They are all vitally interested in their chil- 
dren’s welfare, and they wish to have them well situated 
in life. Like Abraham they should speak to God about 
the marriage of their children, and they should give 
them the best advice they can, for marriage is such an 
important step. Often it either makes or breaks them. 
The parents are to be congratulated who early in life 
plant in the hearts of their children noble and lofty 
ideals of the family relation, who guide their children 
in the selection of their intimate friends, and who open 
their own homes to the best company. They save their 


young people from spending their time on the street at 
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nights. They shield them from evil companionship, 
and they often avert terrible mistakes in their choice of 
a life-companion. Matchmaking is not held in good 
repute these days, and yet parents owe it to their chil- 
dren to use whatever means Christian parents can use 
to insure the marital happiness of those they so dearly 
love. The children ought to seek and listen to the ad- 
vice of their parents, and they should not enter into the 
married state without their blessing. Parents ought 
not to force their children into a union that love does 
not. dictate; and children who disregard their parents’ 
wishes in this matter usually live to see the day when 
they realize and rue their mistake. 


Abraham decided to take Isaac a wife from his own 
homeland, Mesopotamia, and one from his own people. 
He sent his servant Eliezer a distance of 500 miles to 
Paddan-aram with a large caravan of camels and serv- 
ants to bring Isaac a wife and he bound him by an oath 
as he started out on the journey. He was not to take a 
daughter of the Canaanites, neither was he to bring 
Isaac back to the land of his fathers. Eliezer reached 
Nahor towards the evening when the women used to 
come out to the city well for water, and he offered 
a fervent prayer unto Abraham’s God for guidance 
and a happy solution of his errand. He said: “O Lord 
God of my master Abraham, I pray Thee, send me 
good speed this day, and show kindness unto my master 
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Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well of water 
and the daughters of the men of the city come out to 
draw water; and let it come to pass, that the damsel 
to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, 
that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will 
give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that 
thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and there- 
by shall I know that thou hast showed kindness unto 
my master.” 


We marvel at the simplicity of this man’s prayer. 
He spoke to God as we would speak to a man, and there 
is something so confident in his pleading as if he was 
already assured of results. What a power he has who can 
so pray! That is real prayer. It is but to tell God and 
trust Him for the outcome. That kind of prayer al- 
ways brings results. 


Before he had done speaking God sent the answer. 
A young girl was seen coming out of the city gates, 
carrying a water pot on her head, and she was beautiful 
as a picture. His prayer was fulfilled in its smallest 
details, and so he knew that here was the future wife 
of his young master. He was not lacking in worldly 
wisdom and in the ways of young damsels, for he 
hastened to bring to her pretty gifts, a golden earring, 
and two bracelets of massive gold for her arms. Then 
having ascertained her name and whether he and his 
caravan might find entertainment in her father’s 
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house he bowed his head and worshipped the Lord. In 
the meantime Rebekah had hurried home to bring the 
news of the stranger to her folks, and presumably also 
to show her pretty presents. , 


Rebekah’s character nowhere shows to better advan- 
tage than at the well. Her readiness to serve and wait 
upon this tired and dusty traveller and stranger speaks 
volumes in her behalf. The service she rendered did 
not cost her anything, but they brought her the happi- 
ness of her life. Life is made up of small things, little 
deeds of kindness here and there, and the way in which 
these little things are done reveals character. A great 
man once said: “Little things! Perfection itself is 
only little things joined together into one whole; but 
perfection is no little thing.” Rebekah is adorable in 
her willingness to serve. That spirit of willing service 
gives luster to the eye, music to the voice, and grace to 
the movements. Where that spirit is found beauty can- 


not be lacking. 


It did not take long to make the final arrangements. 
Laban, Rebekah’s brother, hastened out to Eliezer and 
brought him into the house. He now told his errand, 
and the way he told it reveals him to us a born match- 
maker. He said: “The Lord hath blessed my master 
greatly; and he is become great; and he hath given 
him flocks and herds, and silver and gold, and men- 


servants, and maid-servants, and camels and asses. 
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And Sarah, my master’s wife, bore a son to my master 
when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that 
he hath.” Bethuel and Laban gave their permission at 
once, because such an offer was too good for them to de- 
cline; and when Rebekah was given the final word in 
the matter she accepted without hesitation. And so the 
bargain was sealed. 


Her Marriage 


In the home of her father the contract was soon 
executed between Isaac and Rebekah. After that had 
been attended to, Eliezer lunched and retired for the 
night. For Rebekah probably there was no sleep that 
night. The next morning she was to leave her home, 
father, and mother, brothers and sisters, friends and 
all, the community in which she was born, and even 
her country, to follow a stranger 500 miles into another 
country and become the wife of a man she had never 
seen. 


The woman who goes to the marriage altar with a 
man leaves a great deal that is precious to her, and she 
does not know what the sacrifice may bring her. The 
way of the married woman is the way of self-sacrifice. 
If men realized this as they should, it would deepen 
their love for her who left so much for their sake. Mar- 
riage does not change the man’s life as it does the 


woman’s. He does not make such sacrifices as she 
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makes. Rebekah was convinced that she was going God’s 
way, and therefore she did not hesitate. How often is 
not that conviction lacking! We have often wondered 
how a lovely young woman has been able to give herself 
to a man who is lazy, drunken, and repulsive to every 
taste of refinement. Some women seem to have the 
courage to marry a man from whom the giant Goliath 
himself would have shrunk away in fear. Love is said 
to be blind, and it often seems true. The young woman 
dreams of her power over the one that she loves, and 
marriage is to change everything; but in nine cases out 
of every ten where love does not bring the change before 
marriage it never comes afterwards. The marriage is a 


failure. 


The next morning the caravan left, and Rebekah 
with it, and soon the destination was reached. The 
Scriptures give us an attractive picture of the first 
meeting of Isaac and his bride. Towards evening Isaac 
had sought the solitude of the open meadows and lifting 
up his eyes he saw the caravan approaching. Rebekah 
saw him at a distance, and as was the custom she cov- 
ered her face with a veil, then she alighted from the 
camel and went to meet him. Thus they met. Rebekah 
saw before her a stalwart man of forty years. and Isaac 
beheld an unusually attractive young woman. He 
brought her into his mother’s tent, and she became 


his wife. 
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Happy Rebekah! To marry rich is considered a 
great fortune, and yet happiness is not to be purchased 
in that way. People have married rich and ended in 
the poorhouse. Many have started with two empty 
hands, and yet found happiness and wealth. Health, 
love to one another, and faith in God — where these 
are found a happy home always follows. Happiness 
does not always sleep under silk comforters, nor walk 
on costly carpets, nor wear pearls and jewels. All is 
not gold that glitters. Many a small home contains 
more happiness than a large mansion. It is not wrong 
to be rich; on the contrary it may be a great blessing. 
Rightly gotten wealth gives security and opportunity 
for greater service. Wealthy women have done a great 
deal of good in the world with their money; but they 
have shocked the public conscience and shamed their 


own sex by the abuse of their wealth. 


How wealthy women often spend their money on the 
most unworthy objects may be illustrated by the follow- 
ing, each instance gathered from authentic sources. 


A rich woman in New York paid $3,000 for a pet 
poodle. Another is reported to have paid $7,000. Their 
pet brutes are provided with costly uniforms and gold 
and lace trimmed suits to wear for different occasions. 
They are adorned with caps and nose glasses, and coats 
at $200 per and boots at $8 per pair. One woman 
decked her dog with a necklace that cost $2,000. An- 
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other society leader had a house built for her dog which 
cost her a small fortune. It had several apartments, 
all carpeted, the walls were papered, and the windows 
had costly curtains. The animal was attended by a 
special servant whose entire time was given to bathing, 
curling, powdering, and exercising the brute every day. 
Food was served him on plates of silver, and when sick 
he was attended by a specialist. One wealthy woman 
sent for a specialist from New York to Newport to at- 
tend her sick dog, and she paid him $100 per day for 
a week’s service. In some of our larger cities there are 
clinics for canines, which charge $10 for each consul- 
tation, and they are said to be doing a thriving business. 


These women manifest a touching interest in suffer- 
ing brutes; but what a waste and misdirected interest 
in life! Their hearts ate often closed to suffering hu- 
manity. They are surrounded by sick and dying, naked 
and homeless, and orphans starving to death, and cry- 
ing for help, but they lavish their sympathy and their 
wealth on inanimate brutes instead of on immortal 
souls. For want of means institutions of charity are 
hampered in their blessed service. Mission treasuries 
are empty, and the church must go begging on the 
street for support, while so many have more than they 


know what to do with. 


We will have to give an account of our stewardship 
some day. God is so lavish with His material blessings 
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that there would be no legitimate need in the world 
unmet if we would but use them as He directs. So 
many grovel in the dirt instead of rising to the noble 
height of living for God and humanity. We are given 
our talent to invest it or bury it, but so many bury it. 
They make the wrong choice. 


A ship once left the harbor at San Fransisco and 
caught fire, burning down to the very water’s edge. 
When it became evident that nothing could be saved, 
a stalwart man was seen standing by the gunwale with 
a belt filled with gold around his waist ready to cast 
himself into the sea. Suddenly a little girl rushed out 
from below, threw her arms around the man and cried: 
“Save me, Mister! I am afraid of the waves.” The 
man hesitated a moment. The gold or the child? 
Which was it to be? It could not be both. Finally, 
resolutely he flung the belt with the gold into the sea, 
caught up the little girl into his strong arms and 
jumped overboard and swam to shore with his precious 
burden. Not all would make that man’s choice. Many 
choose the gold instead of the child, the earth rather 
than heaven, money rather than salvation. Happy is 
he who takes what God gives and then uses it in ac- 
cordance with His will. 


Rebekah now became Isaac’s wife, and she restored 
to him what he had lost by his mother’s death. Nothing 
had been able to compensate him for that loss until 
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his great love to Rebekah filled his heart. Theirs was 
a happy union, because they both loved sincerely and 
well. ‘Trials came into their life by which their love 
was tested. Beer-sheba was presently visited by a famine, 
and they were compelled to move south towards Egypt. 
They passed by Gerar, where the Philistine king 
Abimelech ruled. Here Isaac resorted to the same 
expedient as his illustrious father before him had done. 
Fearing violence to himself for his beautiful wife’s 
sake he passed her off as his sister, but as in the case 
of Sarah God kept His hand over them both. For 
twenty years they remained childless, which years un- 
doubtedly were their happiest years. A childless mar- 
riage is usually viewed with sadness, because their is 
something essential lacking in a home without children. 
Children bring happiness, for they are a gift of God; 
but children bring also worries, which in common with 
so many parents Isaac and Rebekah came to realize in 


after years. 


She Becomes a Mother 


When these first twenty years had gone by, twins were 
born to them, both boys. Mothers do not know what is 
to become of their children. If they did, the joy that a 
man is born into the world would often bring with it a 
sorrow that would crush them. Such knowledge might 
help them in their efforts to fortify their children 


against the storms of life and to save them from making 
Women of the Bible. 5. 
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the wrong choice, but Rebekah had that knowledge and 
the use she made of it discourages any such thought. It 
was foretold to Rebekah that she was to give birth to 
twins who were to be the progenitors of a great race, but 
contrary to the prevailing laws the elder was to serve the 
younger. Rebekah kept this knowledge in memory and 
when the children were born she lavished all the love of 
her warm mother-heart on the last born and planted in 
his heart the thought of his supremacy over his older 
brother so that he took the first opportunity that came 
in his way to supplant him. The brothers were oppo- 
sites in all things. Isaac preferred Esau as the firstborn, 
but Rebekah loved Jacob. This division of their affec- 
tions brought them no happiness. It divided their 
hearts and separated the brothers. Rebekah was all that 
a mother could have been to Jacob, but not to Esau. She 
devised a scheme by which the birthright was lost to 
Esau and became the possession of the son she loved. 
And from that time her happiness is a thing of the 
past, and she disappears from sacred history, a deeply 
disappointed wife and mother. 


, 


Her Deception 
The story is too well known to us to need repetition 
here. Rebekah believed God in what He revealed about 
her sons, but instead of awaiting God’s time she did as 
her mother-in-law had done, she tried to assist God’s 
plan by her own efforts. Rebekah’s love could have 
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saved Jacob much of what he had to endure in after- 
life, but she failed him and led him into temptation in- 
stead. It was a fearful thing for her to say: “Upon 
me be thy curse,” since she knew that she was 
so cruelly deceiving both her husband and her first- 
born. But she succeeded to wrest the birthright away 
from Esau. Jacob seems to have inherited not a little 
of his mother’s cunning, of which there is scarcely a 
trace in Isaac. Laban reveals the same traits at a later 
date, and through him Jacob is made to reap the decep- 
tion he himself had practised against his own brother 
and father. There is little if anything to excuse Re- 
bekah’s deceit. Esau was not what he should have been. 
He despised his birthright ; but it may be that the lack 
of his mother’s love helped to make him what he was, 
silent, morose, and weak-willed. 


The sin bore fruit here as always, and Rebekah had 
to suffer for it. Esau was wroth against his brother 
and threatened to take his life, and so Rebekah had to 
use all her cunning to save her favorite from his broth- 
er’s hand. She sent Jacob to her brother Laban thinking 
that Esau’s anger would soon die out. But she hoped 
in vain. It was a separation between her and Jacob for 


life as she died without ever seeing her son again. 


How the consequences of our actions follow us! Hsau 
despised his birthright, he sold it for a mess of pottage 
and lost the blessing and the inheritance. Jacob wronged 
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his brother and lied to his father, and he had to flee 
into another country and leave his own home. Rebekah 
became one of the most unfortunate of mothers. She 
was separated from the son she loved better than her 
own life. Her other son became a bigamist; she tried 
her husband’s love to the breaking point and at last she 
died with a sorrow upon her heart, which nothing 
seemed to be able to lift. She died a disappointed 
mother. We know nothing of the circumstances of her 
death or her burial. It is all shrouded in mystery. Pos- 
sibly she died of a broken heart. She sinned in not 
trusting to the Lord. Her sin was not unbelief, but 
with unwise zeal and with unholy means she tried to 
hurry God’s plan. Never did she dream that her decep- 
tion would cause her and all those she loved such bitter 
anguish of soul; but such is the experience of all who 
try to anticipate God. Wait on the Lord and He will 
help you. 


The history of Rebekah teaches us the lesson that 
parents must not show partiality between their chil- 
dren. Their hearts should be big enough to make room 
for them all. There may be and often is a great differ- 
ence between the children in the same family, and par- 
ents may be tempted to prefer one to the others; but 
there must be no favoritism in the home. It divides 
hearts, kills love, and creates jealousies. Children do 
not come into our lives to be seeds of discord. They 
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come to be bridges between hearts on which love passes 
back and forth. There must be perfect understanding 
and harmony between man and wife, or all discipline 
will break down and be worse than useless. A strict 
father and an indulgent mother, or vice versa, have 
ruined many a home. If they only agree in the training 
of their children, then all other matters should be readily 
adjusted. Both the parents need something of the com- 
passion of Christ, but also something of His sternness 
in dealing with sin if they shall be able to give the right 
direction both to their own life and to that of their 
children. Parenthood has always had its difficulties, 
but never as in our own day, and the reasons for this 
fact are too numerous to mention. May God grant all 
parents well-behaved, obedient, loving and God-fearing 
children, for nothing else brings such joy and satisfac- 
tion to their hearts as children who walk in the truth. 
God has a tender heart for all parents, because He Him- 
self is a Father and has tasted both the joy and the 
sorrow of fatherhood. 


“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him.” Let parents deal openly 
and honestly with their children and themselves be 
obedient children to the great Father of us all, and 


theirs will be a happy family. 


Nis 


Rachel, the Mother of Joseph 


Gen. 29. 1-20. 


HEN we study the history of mankind we notice 

two things: some men and women are given 
a very prominent place on the stage of human endeay- 
or; they make a great deal of noise, but accomplish little 
or nothing of lasting value. Others never reach any 
place of prominence, and yet they exercise a profound 
influence on their day and generation and become a 
benediction and an inspiration to generations unborn. 


Rachel must be given a prominent place among the 
great characters of the Bible, and for two reasons: her 
husband’s great love, and her illustrious son. These two 
facts mark her as a superior woman, though we have so 
few really stirring incidents recorded from her life, 
which seems to have flowed on as a silently gliding 
stream, making small stir, but useful and happy in its 
very existence. We shall study this remarkable woman 
as maiden, wife, and mother. 
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Her Maidenhood 


What we know of her early history may be told in 
very few words. She was the younger daughter of 
Laban, Rebekah’s brother, who lived in Haran. She 
had an older sister, Leah, of whom it is said that she 
was weak-eyed, but Rachel was starry eyed and extremely 
beautiful to look at. She was the daughter of a shep- 
herd, and happy and carefree, she grew into womanhood, 
not dreaming of the great things for which she was 
destined until one day love touched her young heart and 
turned her face towards a future filled with great 
things. Love is associated with passion, and passion 
means suffering, a truth which this young girl was soon 
to realize. Her love was to be put to the test almost to 


the breaking point. 


Jacob was forced to flee for his life to escape the 
anger of his outraged brother, Esau, and his mother 
pursuaded him to go to Nahor in the land of Canaan, 
where Laban, her brother, lived. After a long and tire- 
some journey he arrived at his destination, and at the 
same well where about a hundred years before the sery- 
ant Eliezer had met his mother he sat down to rest. 
From the shepherds who came to water their flocks at 
the well he received news of his uncle Laban, and when 


Rachel herself also came to the well for water he en- 
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gaged her in conversation, and when she found that he 
was her cousin she brought him into her father’s house. 
Thus these two met. 


Jacob had had many and varied experiences since he 
left his home. He had slept nights under the open sky 
with only a hard stone as a pillow. One night he had the 
vision of the ladder between heaven and earth on which 
the angels of God passed up and down, and God spoke 
to him assuring him of His presence and protection on 
his journey. This meant life itself to the young Jacob. 
It gave him both courage and hope. In the silent 
watches of the night he was led to look deep within his 
own soul, but still deeper into the mercy of God. What 
he saw in himself terrified him, but what he saw in God 
allayed his fear. It made him dare to go on his way. 


The path of God’s elect often leads down into the 
dark valleys; but God goes with them, and soon their 
faces are turned towards the hilltops again. The stars 
shine in the night. The flower yields the finest per- 
fume only when crushed. Suffering often accomplishes 
what nothing else can. Disappointments, sorrows, and 
trials are often nothing but mirrors in which the face 
of God is reflected, and that face beams with grace and 
love. Many of God’s saints have found this solution of 
life’s suffering, which is so beautifully expressed in the 
hymn: “Nearer, my God, to Thee.” 


RACHEL, THE MOTHER OF JOSEPH %3 


“Nearer, my God, to Thee! 
Nearer to Thee! 
EH’en tho it be a cross 
That raiseth me; 
Still all my song shall be, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 


Though, like the wanderer, 
The sun gone down, 

Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone, 

Yet in my dreams I’d be 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee. 


There let my way appear 
Steps unto heaven; 
All that thou sendest me 
In mercy given; 
Angels to beckon me 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 


The beautiful Rachel captivated the heart of Jacob at 
first sight and he entered into a contract with Laban 
to serve him seven years for his young daughter as wife. 
So dearly did he love her that these years seemed to him 
only asso many days. But Laban did not play fair with 
his nephew. Instead of Rachel he gave him Leah as wife. 
How this deception could be practised is easily ex- 
plained. As a veil covered the face of his bride, Jacob 
did not see her face until after the ceremony was over, 
when to his consternation and disappointment he found 
that he was married to Leah, the sister of his beloved. 
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When he reproached his uncle for this deception he was 
met by the reply that the custom of the land forbade the 
younger daughter to be given in marriage before the 
older. Shrewdly Laban suggested a renewal of the con- 
tract for another seven years for Rachel as wife, and 
Jacob eagerly consented to this arrangement. Jacob 
was beginning to reap what he had sown. The deceiver 
was himself deceived. ‘With what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again.” 


Rachel as a Wife 


“TLover’s hours are full of eternity.” Jacob waited 
and labored and his great love made both pleasant. It 
was a happy courtship that lasted these seven years, but 
it ended in a tragedy to both concerned. Laban sug- 
gested a way out of the difficulty when he offered to 
give Rachel also to Jacob as wife only a week after the 
marriage to Leah, and Jacob accepted the offer and 
Rachel became his wife and he labored another seven 
years for her. 


Jacob had at last attained the coveted goal for which 
he was glad to give fourteen years of his life. But with 
this second marriage his trials begin. He now had two 
wives, and he loved only one of them. The one was 
foisted on him by deception; and having been a party 
to the fraud, Leah lost her husband’s affections. 


Bigamy or polygamy never brings happiness. Study 


ft 
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its history in Holy Writ. It robbed Abraham’s home 
of its happiness and made three lives miserable. It 
separated Esau from his parental home. It made David 
a murderer and brought death into his household. It 
lost Solomon the favor of God and rent the kingdom in 
twain. The law of the Creator is one man and one 
woman, and whenever that law is broken suffering must 
follow. “God is not mocked. Whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall he also reap.” 


How America can tolerate Mormonism with its insuf- 
ferable propaganda and its traffic in young womanhood 
is a mystery that defies explanation. Their agents pass 
through the states peddling their books and literature 
and spreading their vicious and unscriptural doctrines, 
often catching the unwary, and once caught in the net 
of Mormonism, nothing but death can bring release. 
Man is not a brute. God made them one man and one 
woman and said: “and they twain shall be one flesh’; 
not the three or more, but they twain. Sweden has 
legislated against Mormonism and closed its ports to 
their agents, and America would do well to prohibit by 
statute their practice of polygamy. Our homes should 
be closed to their representatives and we should refuse 
to stock our libraries with their books. Their unholy 
propaganda led them so far that recently they attemped 
to insert one hundred pages of their unscriptural doc- 
trines in Bibles printed in this country, but fortunately 
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the attempt was discovered and stopped in time. Be- 
ware of false prophets! 


Twenty years in all did Jacob remain in Laban’s em- 
ploy, in which years he became an exceedingly wealthy 
man, so much so that he incurred the jealousy of Laban 
and his sons for his very prosperity. During all these 
years Rachel proved loyal to her husband; but in addi- 
tion to the envy of Laban and his sons friction in Jacob’s 
own household between his two wives added to his 
troubles. The good man was between two fires; but be 
it said to his credit that he was not blind to Rachel’s 
faults, and he treated Leah with patience and indul- 
gence tho having suffered from her the most mortifying 
deception. 


Finally he decided to return to Canaan. He took his 
wives, his children, and his cattle, and shepherds with 
him and set out on the journey; but it was to be a 
journey Jacob would never forget. On the way he was 
met by the report that his brother Esau came marching 
against him with four thousand men. Jacob’s conscience 
had not been at ease in respect to his brother all these 


twenty years, and the news filled his heart with conster- 
nation and fear. 


An accusing conscience doth make cowards of us all. 
The guilty has his judge in his own bosom. One may 
escape the avenging arm of the law and run away from 
the place where the crime was committed; but no one 
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can outrun or outwit his own conscience. “The wicked 
flee when no man pursueth; but the righteous are bold 
as a lion.” If sin is repented of it will be forgiven and 
its consequences are but a chastening which refines and 
strengthens and ennobles; but without repentance the 
sin remaineth and all its consequences both in time and 
in eternity. The punishment may tarry for a season, 
but it will come just as surely as the shadow follows the 


body. 


Jacob set about preparing for the meeting with his 
brother. First he sent him splendid gifts. Then he 
arranged his company in two divisions, and he shows 
the great love he had for Rachel in the arrangement. 
That which he valued the least was sent ahead so as to 
first encounter the possible danger. The remainder he 
made ready for instant flight should danger threaten, 
and the wife he so dearly loved with her son Joseph he 
placed in the rear of the second division so as to make 
them as safe as possible from all possible harm. This 
done Jacob withdrew by himself to lay the whole situa- 
tion before God. That night he wrestled with his 
maker at Peniel. All night he fought on, and with the 
exception of the conflict of Christ in Gethsemane there 
is no conflict on record like this one of Jacob. Jacob’s 
prayer that night is the first prayer recorded word for 
word, and it is a model of its kind. He said: “O God 
of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the 
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Lord which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: I am 
not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which thou hast showed unto thy servant; for 
with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I 
am become two bands. Deliver me, I pray Thee, from 
the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I 
fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children. And thou saidst, I will 
surely do thee good and make thy seed as the sand of 
the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.” 


Jacob received what he asked for, and in memory of 
that conflict with God he was given the name Israel, 
which means “one who wrestled with God.” This in- 
cident in his life teaches us the lesson that God will 
make good His promise to give us whatsoever we ask 
in His name. 


But where was Rachel during this conflict? Had 
she no share in her husband’s anguish? Yes, we believe 
she had, but she also wrestled with God in private. 
Even her heart must have been full of fear as holding 
her first-born in her arms she awaited what was to 
come. We can almost hear her as she pleads with the 
Lord of her husband: 

“In the lonely night of sorrow 
Hide Thou me. 


Till in glory dawns the morrow 
Hide Thou me, 
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When in sight of Jordan’s billow 
Let Thy bosom be my pillow. 
Hide me, O Thou Rock of Ages, 
Safe in Thee.” 


Thus will two believing parents fight the battles of 
life together. Happy is the home where that spirit of 
unity reigns supreme. Unhappy is the home where 
there is no prayer. In some homes the wife or the hus- 
band alone prays. In others neither prays, but they teach 
their children to say grace and to say their little prayers, 
while in a great many homes there is no family altar of 
any kind. What a gulf between many homes and heay- 
en! What a gulf between many a man and his wife! 
They are separated on earth; they will be separated be- 
yond death unless Christ Jesus unites them while they 
live and faith in Him brings them together. A father 
who is never seen on his knees in prayer robs his son 
of the greatest inspiration in life, and the mother who 
does not pray cannot be the best mother to her children. 
Pray, ye fathers and mothers, and teach your children 
to pray with you. That makes a united family. 


Rachel as a Mother 


Children were denied to Rachel for a number of 
years, and this fact seems to have been the trial of her 
soul. It embittered her life and made her envious of 
her sister Leah, and like Sarah before her she tried to 


taste the joys of motherhood through her handmaiden, 
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but it only increased her misery. Thus for upwards of 
fourteen years her struggle went on when at last God 
remembered her and granted the one wish of her life. 
“She had not lost the love of God — that lives on — 
she had only been denied His favor for a time. A 
child was at last born to her, and she called his name 
Joseph and said, the Lord shall add to me another son.” 


From this time on we do not hear anything of 
Rachel’s complainings. She seems to have given her- 
self to her son as the one consolation of her heart. The 
training she gave him and the seeds she sowed in his 
young soul are shown in after-life. He was with her 
on their journey from her father’s house, and in her 
great mother-love she lived only for him and her hus- 
band. 


That it was not an easy task for her to tear herself 
loose from her own father’s house is seen by her theft 
of her father’s housegods, which she took with her 
when she left his home. But even this was turned to 
her advantage as the purging of the family from all 
idols gave her a new conception of her husband’s God 
and of his religion, and it brought her still nearer to 
Jacob. 


After his meeting with his brother Esau, which ended 
so happily, Jacob purchased a piece of land in Canaan 
where he made his home with his family; and when 
years later he was on his way to Bethel to redeem the 
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vow he there had given God on his way from his pa- 
rental home, the final summons came to Rachel and 
she went to her reward. “When her first-born came 
to her she believed that God would add to her another 
son. Now the long expected gift is granted, but she 
expires in the very moment of victory.” On the journey 
she gave birth to a son and with her dying breath she 
called him Ben-oni, son of my pain. When he was 
circumcised Jacob changed his name to Benjamin, son 
of happiness. Jacob mourned Rachel with a great and 
overwhelming sorrow. He loved Rachel in a manly 
manner from the first moment they met, and he con- 
tinued so to love her. In his old age he spoke to his 
sons about Rachel with the same tenderness as if she 
had just left him although it was forty years after she 
died. With Rachel, a mother in Israel died; and when 
such a mother leaves her home and her family, she 
leaves a void which nothing else seems quite able to fill. 


It is not easy to give an appreciation of a woman like 
Rachel. She spent her many years wholly devoted to 
her husband, and in all their trials she was to him a 
faithful and sympathetic wife. Few shadows cast their 
gloom over her character. She died surrounded by 
those she loved and taking with her their undying love 
and devotion. She was the mother of the mightiest of 
all the patriarchs, Joseph, and through Benjamin she 


brought consolation to Jacob’s sad heart. He raised a 
Women of the Bible. 6. 
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monument on her grave, which to this day is called “the 
pillar of Rachel’s grave.” It is the Mecca for tourists 
to the Holy Land, and it is, indeed, sacred ground, sit- 
uated as it is near to Bethlehem, where the Prince of 
Peace was born. There her mortal remains were laid 
to rest until the day of resurrection. In later years the 
song of the angels which floated out over the plains of 
Bethlehem was to give way to the weeping over the in- 
fanticide of Herod, of which we read: “In Rama there 
was a voice heard, lamentation and weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would 
not be comforted, because they are not.” One day an- 
other voice shall be lifted in Rama, at which the graves 
shall be opened and the dead shall come forth. Then 
Rachel shall arise again, in all her beauty, and be re- 
united with those she loved never to be parted from 


them again. What happy family reunions there will 
then be! 


“Shall we meet beyond the river, 
Where the surges cease to roll? 

Where, in all the bright forever, 
Sorrow ne’er shall press the soul?” 


There is no finer type of a wife and mother given to 
us anywhere than that of Rachel. In vain do we try 
to separate her life from that of her husband. His ex- 
periences were also hers. She went with him all the 
way sharing with him all. She is his other half and 
though she does not stand forth commanding or direct- 
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ing, her influence is felt everywhere, and her personality 
is indelibly stamped on her two sons. Such a wife and 
mother wears the best, and her influence goes the 
farthest. There is nothing of the heroic in her life, she 
boasts of no extraordinary gifts, but her whole person- 
ality breathes faithfulness, love and service to those God 
gave her to serve. She plants of her own life in the 
hearts of her children, and when she is no more, she is 
to them their sweetest memory and the most beautiful 
dream of their childhood, a star that always lifts their 
eyes upwards to higher levels. God must have a special 
love for that kind of women, because He has given them 
such a prominent place in the sacred story. She is the 
woman ideal. She has given most to the world, and to 
her the world owes most. She has written the best page 
in the world’s history. She will.one day shine as a star 
in the kingdom of God. ‘The quiet service she has ren- 
dered will be remembered and come to light, and then 
she will receive her praise of God. Such a woman was 
Rachel. May she ever remain as an inspiring ideal to 


wives and mothers of to-day. 


VL 


Miriam, the Sister and Patriot 
Num. 12. 


N His wisdom the Creator made the woman for the 

home, and as wife and mother she serves God and 
humanity best; but it is not necessary that a woman be 
married in order to be useful. Some of the grandest 
women in the history of the world have labored and 
wrought and sacrificed and served God and man as un- 
married, of which the State, the Church, the sickroom, 
the orphanage, and the schoolroom bear a_ beautiful 
record. Remember Florence Nightingale, and the ac- 
tivities of the Red Cross in our own day and generation. 
And within our own church what a blessed work the 
Women’s Home and Foreign Mission Society has car- 
ried on in its short history! When a woman gives her- 
self to God the world becomes her mission field. 


The “Old Maid” is often alluded to in words that are 
not very complimentary. She is criticized — not always 
kindly — because she has not entered the field God in- 
tended woman for. But she is not always to blame. 

84 
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Events of which you and I know nothing may have thus 
shaped her destiny. There are men and women who do 
not marry because they feel that they can serve the Lord 
better without taking upon themselves the obligations 
of wedlock. For the man and the woman who renounce 
the joys and comforts of family life for that reason we 
have only the profoundest respect. The unmarried state 
is not holier than the married state, and God and man 
may be served just as well in the one as in the other. 
Only let each one be convinced of God’s will. 


Where a woman has come to spend her life in “single 
bliss” without her own choosing there is no reason why 
she should consider her life a failure or without a pur- 
pose. The Lord has a work to do for her also, if she but 
follows His leading. No hand is like the woman’s in the 
sick-room. The profession of nursing offers a large and 
a remunerative field. The voice of the church is calling 
for young women to serve the Lord as deaconesses, 
where the Lord Jesus becomes their bridegroom, His 
Church their home, and a suffering humanity their fam- 
ily. In this calling they need have no concern for their 
daily bread, for the Church they serve will take care of 
that. The writer will never forget the kindness and the 
untiring service these“ministers of mercy” rendered him 
at a time when God took him aside and put him on the 
operating table at one of our hospitals. Neither physical 
nor spiritual comforts were forgotten. For such women 
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are the words of St. Paul intended when he writes: 
“The desolate hath many more children than she which 
hath an husband.” Gal. 4. 27. 


Let no one draw the conclusion from what has been 
said that a young woman unmarried must either become 
a nurse or a deaconess to serve the Lord. She will serve 
the Lord just as acceptably if she remains at home to 
care for an aged father or mother in their declining 
years or if she be “Big Sister” to the little children 
whose mother is no more. Each one of us should choose 
the duty that lies closest to hand, and serve because love 
compels it. Then we are sure to be happy in the service, 
no matter of what kind it may be or in what place it 
may be rendered. 


Among the unmarried women of the Bible Miriam 
stands first. Her life is naturally divided into three pe- 
riods, and in our study of her history we shall follow 
that division. 


On the Banks of the Nile 


Miriam was the daughter of Amram, the son of Ko- 
hath, who was the son of Levi. Josephus says that 
Amram was of noble family. He espoused Jochebed, 
who was also of the tribe of Levi. To these two were 
born three children, Aaron, Miriam, and Moses. We 
know very little of these parents, as all our knowledge 
of them comes to us through their three children, but 
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parents who had children like Aaron, Miriam, and 
Moses must have been remarkable parents. 


While one should not pride himself too much over his 
ancestry, yet this is not without importance. Blood 
counts. Those who always brag of the stock from which 
they have sprung should also measure up to the charac- 
ter of those whose names they bear, or they are nothing 
but parasites who shine in a borrowed glory. They are 
like a stand of potatoes — “the best part of them is un- 
der the ground.” Still, birth and ancestry are to be 
honored, especially “when they are regarded as incen- 
tives to exertion, not the title deeds of sloth.’ The 
apple will not fall far from the tree. If Paul deemed it 
an honor to trace even the most distant relationship to 
Moses, what an honor then to be his sister! 


Miriam lived in Egypt, on the banks of the Nile, near 
the city of On, the seat of the ancient kings. ‘The 
Hebrews had left Canaan on account of a famine, and 
God led their steps to Goshen in Egypt, then under the 
supervision of Joseph. There they had lived one hun- 
dred and fifty years, until Joseph and his contempora- 
ries had passed away, and in these years the Israelites 
had increased until they now numbered about two 
million souls. King Pharaoh feared an uprising of the 
numerous Hebrews, and so he oppressed them with hard 
labor but the more he oppressed them, the faster they 
increased. He then decreed that all their male children 
should be cast into the river Nile. 
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This decree brought about results of which Pharaoh 
never dreamed. It brought to the front the family which 
was to give to the world a man greater than king 
Pharaoh, and a woman who was to save the life of the 
law-giver of the world. It centers the attention of sa- 
cred history on the home of Amram and Jochebed. 


At this time there were already two children in that 
home, Miriam, the oldest, a girl of about twelve years of 
age, and Aaron, now six years old. A third child was 
now born to these happy parents, a boy, bright-eyed and 
ruddy-cheeked. The Scriptures say that he was “a 
goodly child,” and this made it all the harder for the 
mother to obey the edict of Pharaoh. She kept the 
child hid in her home for three months, and what 
months they must have been! You mothers know who 
have stood by the bedside of your little infant trying to 
hold back the cold hand of death from your child. You 
know what those months meant to that mother. Every 
knock at the door spoke to her of the murderous mes- 
sengers of Pharoah seeking the life of her child. Three 
months she saved him, months that bear a beautiful 
testimony of the triumph of a mother’s love. What task 
is too difficult for mother-love ? 


A story is told of a mother who once was lost in a 
snow storm. She carried her little babe in her arms. 
Aimlessly she walked about all night in the raging bliz- 
zard, holding her child close to her anxious heart. In 
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order to shield it from the wind and the cold she re- 
moved her own outer garments and wrapped them 
around her baby. The next morning her lifeless form 
was found half buried in the snow-drifts and frozen 
stiff; but the little baby was alive, nestling warm and 
comfortable next to the bared breast of its dead mother. 
Never will we fully realize how much we owe to our 
mothers until the light of eternity falls on the path we 
have left behind us. Then we shall know. But let us 
try to make their path smooth while they live. Flowers 
on their caskets or on their graves cannot tell them the 
story you and I have to tell. 


The day soon came when Jochebed could keep her 
child hid no longer. She then resolved to put her trust 
in the Lord and submit her child to the waves of the 
Nile. Other mothers had seen their little ones sink 
beneath those waves to become the prey of the monsters 
of the deep. Now she was to trust her baby boy to the 
wrath of the same waves. She made a basket of bul- 
rushes, daubed it with pitch and slime so as to make it 
water tight, and in this cradle she placed her boy and 
pushed it out on the waves, leaving the outcome of it all 
to the God who had given her the precious child. 


Miriam was now about fifteen years of age. She fol- 
lowed her mother to the river; and when the mother re- 
turned to her home, Miriam remained to watch over her 
brother’s cradle. And she was a faithful watcher. The 
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difficult task, the dark night, the doleful song of the 
surging waves, and the hissing of the crocodiles, nothing 
of all this could turn her attention from the precious 
cradle in which her infant brother lay. 


But soon the night was over, creation awoke from its 
slumbers and like a giant began to stretch its limbs in 
preparation for the day’s tasks. The birds of the air 
filled the earth with their morning songs and the cattle 
came down to the river to slake their thirst. All of a 
sudden everything is turned to gold by the rising sun 
which again comes to give the earth its morning kiss. 
Voices were heard, and in watching Miriam saw a com- 
pany of young women coming down to the river. It was 
Thermuthis, Pharoah’s daughter, who with her hand- 
maidens came to the river for her morning bath. How 
the heart of that young girl yearned over her baby broth- 
er out there on the waves, and how she watched the 
princess and her escort! When the princess saw the 
basket bobbing up and down on the uneasy billows she 
sent one of her maids out to bring it to shore, and when 
it was brought to the princess she saw the beautiful face 
of the little babe, its eyes blinded with tears. The little 
one wept. Those tears captivated her heart. They 
saved Moses’ life. 


Here was Miriam’s opportunity, and she made good 
use of it. We marvel at the intelligence of this young 
girl in suggesting to the princess the line of action by 
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which the child was put into the care of its own mother. 
The trust of that mother heart was thus not in vain. 
Her baby was restored to her and she was privileged to 
bring him up until she should turn him over to the 
princess at the court. 


“God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to per- 
form.” How He watches over His eternal counsels! Here 
one of His greatest servants was born with death watch- 
ing at the very cradle. At the age of three months the 
little one is set adrift on the Nile, where God watched 
over him and sent the very daughter of the cruel king 
to save him who was to be a chosen instrument of God. 
Who can harm him over whom the Lord watches? He 
saved His servant and prepared him for the great task 
unto which he was called. And the young girl, Miriam, 
played a great part in saving Moses to the world. 


At the Red Sea 


Highty years now pass in which Miriam disappears 
from view. Doubtless she spent these years in the pa- 
rental home, the right hand of her mother, a comfort to 
her father, and a loving sister to her two brothers. She 
shared the trials and the burdens of her own people. 
Such stirring times beget strong spirits. After these 
years the veil is again lifted and new scenes meet our 
view. A people of slaves have gained their freedom and 
have become a nation. They have marched out of the 
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land of bondage guided by Jehovah Himself, and we 
find them standing on the banks of the Red Sea. God 
has made a way for them through the sea, and standing 
on the other side they behold the pursuing army of the 
Egyptians swallowed up by the returning waves until 
not one of them was left. At this sight the Israelites 
lifted their united voices in a song of triumph, a song 
dictated by the Infinite Spirit. “It was not only sung 
to the Lord, but it was composed by the Lord. The 
grandeur and beauty of its construction exceed beyond 
comparison the greatest intellect of man.” 


Then Miriam again comes to the front. “And Miriam, 
the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her 
hand; and all the women went out after her with tim- 
brels and with dances. And Miriam answered them: 
Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; 
the horse and its rider hath he thrown into the sea.” 


This song was sung six hundred years before Homer 
lifted his voice in song, and yet this wonderful flow of 
poetic expression of Miriam will be remembered when 
the poetry of the blind bard will be forgotten by men. 
Miriam had now become a prophetess in Israel. 


It is not within our province to analyze this song of 
Miriam. It is a war song with religious text and spirit. 
Parts of it may be compared with the Magnificat of the 
Virgin Mary. Miriam’s song is the greatest national 
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anthem on record as well as the very oldest. The good 
this sweet singer did to Israel we shall never fully know 
here on earth. To them her song became what our 
“Star Spangled Banner” or “My Country, "Tis of Thee” 
is to us. From this time the singing of the women be- 
came a part of the regular religious service. Miriam is 
thus the first choir leader in the house of God. And 
she has had many successors. We remember with grati- 
tude to God our own Lina Sandell, whose voice is now 
stilled in death. She is singing with Miriam and the 
angels at home with God. 


In recent years, woman has been given a large place 
in the work of the Christian Church,and she has met the 
task with splendid faith and courage. Not all women, 
however, are devoted to Christ and His Church. Many 
of them are not yet won for Jesus and they are not in- 
terested in winning others for Christ. The club life of 
our modern civilization robs the Church of many women 
workers. These grow up like mushrooms, and where 
woman gives herself to their activities she is apt to lose 
interest in the Church of Christ. Our Synod is to be 
congratulated on the fact that as yet we have few of 
that kind. Let not the women of the church be found 
at the head of charity balls, home dances, card parties, 
masquerades, etc. Should the time come when they will 
give themselves to these things, the church will have to 


pay a tremendous price; and we will lose God’s favor. 
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Then the charity work of our women will be an empty 
shell with no kernel, their missionary zeal will die away, 
and our.church pews will be empty of God-fearing moth- 
ers who like Mary of old sat at Jesus’ feet. Then our 
children will no longer be taught to say their prayers, by 
which a believing mother transplants her own faith and 
life in her children. Then there will no longer be a 
family altar in the home. Then the family Bible will 
be but a piece of furniture. We know of church women 
who met once a week to play cards and each one gave 
ten cents to missions at each card party. Others have 
gathered money for missions and charity by balls and 
the like. God cannot accept such gifts. It is tainted 
money. It has not been sanctified to His name. Such 
gifts are not of faith. They are rather a bribe from an 
uneasy conscience. The end never sanctifies the means. 


In the Wilderness 


But in spite of her greatness of soul Miriam was a 
human being like the rest of us and subject to the weak- 
nesses common to man. Who would have thought she 
was to fall into the tempter’s snare? Her brother Moses 
had taken an Ethiopian woman for a wife, and neither 
Miriam nor Aaron seem to have been able to quite rec- 
oncile themselves to this choice on the part of their 
illustrious brother. This caused friction between them. 
To Miriam it was a sign of a weakened faith in God on 


the part of Moses to make a heathen woman his wife. 
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The faith of all of them was tested to the breaking point 
during their wanderings in the wilderness, and the 
strength of Miriam gave way under the strain. She 
grew envious of the authority of her brother Moses, and 
Aaron sided in with her. This took place in the wilder- 
ness of Sin, near Sinai. Moses seems to have ignored 
their envy but God heard the words of Miriam, and 
recognizing the spirit behind the words the conflict was 
between God and Miriam and not between her and 
Moses. The Lord called the two brothers and the sister 
to meet Him at the tabernacle and He appeared to them 
in a pillar of cloud and explained the superior position 3 
of Moses. When the cloud lifted Miriam was stricken 
with leprosy. Both the brothers were moved to com- 
passion for their sister, and on the supplication of Aaron 
Moses prayed God to restore her again. His prayer was 
heard. But Miriam was expelled from the camp seven 
days, during which days her heart melted unto God and 
she was forgiven and restored again. 


The sin of Miriam consisted in pride, envy, and an 
unholy ambition. She made herself equal to him whom 
the Lord had called to a special office and a special 
work. She sought the leadership. She desired to rule. 
There are women who have that spirit. They wish to 
lead, be first in everything; and if leadership or the 
credit is not granted them, then they do not wish to have 
any part in the service. Envy is a terrible affliction. 
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It is like a green-eyed monster which cannot take its 
eyes away from its prey. Ambition often leads to envy, 
and envy is the mother of slander. Miriam took Aaron 
aside and turned his heart against Moses. Envy and 
jealousy are a poison that kills all harmony and team 
work. Let it come into any organization and the useful- 
ness of that organization it at once impaired. The Lord’s 
work has often been hindered by the spirit of jealousy 
of those who were to serve Him. The contest for first 
place has spoiled many an enterprise which might have 
glorified God’s name. It is one of the deadly sins, and 
we must live very close to Christ to be free from that sin. 


Miriam was restored again, was cleansed from the 
leprosy and regained her office as prophetess in Israel. 
What a grace of God that the fallen may be lifted up 
again! Our sins may be forgiven us through Christ 
Jesus. We believe that Miriam profited by this ex- 
perience. She was purged of her pride, and no doubt 
she lifted her voice in still grander songs of praise than 
ever before, songs in which a new note of humility was 
heard and a still grander chord of gratitude for mercy 
received. An experience like hers often brings the no- 
blest and best in us to light. Peter’s denial made him 
the rock man he proved to be in after life. If we but let 
the Lord purge us and cleanse us, then all experiences 
of life serve a good purpose. 


Satisfied in years and rich in experiences, with but 
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one unpleasant memory from the past, Miriam died four 
months before Moses. Her remains were laid to rest 
in Kadesh Barnea in the wilderness of Sin, and the loca- 
tion of her grave was known even to the time of the his- 
torian Eusebius. Like her illustrious brother, she was 
not permitted to enter the promised land, but God did 
permit her to enter into a better land than Canaan, a 
land higher up. She was taken up to be a member of the 
angel chorus, which throughout an endless eternity life 
their voices in God’s praise to the glory of the Lamb. 
Feelings bordering on disappointment grip our hearts 
at the thought that she came so near to the earthly 
Canaan only to be denied to enter into it. But a grave 
out there in the wilderness harmonizes with her entire 
life. She was called to sing her song of triumph out 
there in the wilderness; and when the wilderness was to 
be left behind, then she had fulfilled her mission; then 
she was to lay down her timbrel and exchange it for the 
harp in the hands of the redeemed. 


Thus one after the other we reach the goal of life, the 
end of the road. May we give God the best service of 
which we are capable, and should He find it necessary 
on account of our shortcomings to chasten us here on 
earth may He at last bestow upon us the crown of life 
and an entry into the heavenly Canaan. Let us not 
forget that it is human to err, and that with God there 
is forgiveness for us all. If we sin against the Lord, 
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it at the hands of God. “Come unto me, and I will 
give you rest.” 


vals 


Ruth, the Foremother of Christ 
Ruth 1. 


HE Book of Ruth is a sequel to the Book of Judg- 

es, and an introduction to the Books of Samuel. 
It consists of only 85 verses; “but these enclose a garden 
of roses, as fragrant and full of mystic calyces, as those 
which the modern traveler still finds blooming and 
twining about the solitary ruins of Israel and Moab, 
this side the Jordan and beyond. The significance and 
beauty of the brief narrative cannot be highly enough 
estimated, whether regard be had to the thought which 
fills it, the historical value which marks it, or the pure 


and charming form in which it is set forth.” 


Many have wondered as to the object of this book. 
Some have thought the answer is to be found in the gene- 
alogy with which the book ends, which answer no doubt 
is correct. Its object is plainly to establish the ancestry 
of David, the progenitor of the Messiah; and “perhaps, 
by the adoption of Ruth into the Jewish Church, to in- 


timate the future ingathering of the Gentiles.” 
99 
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The three women pictured in this book are all un- 
usual women; but two of them only serve to shed light 
on the beautiful character of Ruth. Orpah is to be ad- 
mired for her faithfulness to her mother-in-law and for 
her patriotism. Naomi, the mother-in-law, surpasses her 
in strength of character, nobility, and virtue, while 
Ruth stands between the two as the brightest shining 
star of the three. She challenges our admiration, not 
so much because of her personal attractions (of which 
there is nothing said), but because she fascinates us 
with her devotion, her spirit of service, and her virgin 
purity. The Book of Ruth should be read by young 
and old. 


Her Marriage 


Every happy marriage is made in heaven. God seems 
to have selected those who are to walk hand in hand 
through life, and He also takes the necessary steps to 
bring them together. Here the means was a famine. 
It struck the little town of Bethlehem, and compelled 
by dire need for bread for himself and his family, a man 
was forced to leave his native land and move to another 
country. ‘The name of the man was Elimelech, of the 
woman, Naomi, and of their two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion. Other families remained and fought the fam- 
ine through and survived, but this family pulled up 
their stakes, committed their course to God, and became 
emigrants, 
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What thoughts and feelings and memories the word 
“emigrants” awakens within us who are either emi- 
grants ourselves or the children of emigrants! The very 
word touches springs that are hidden deep within our 
own hearts. The old homeland was left behind because 
we hoped for better things in the new world. It was 
also a sort of famine which compelled us or our fore- 
fathers to leave the land of our birth. What it costs us 
to leave the scenes of our childhood no one but God and 
ourselves will ever know. The journey was long and 
tedious and dangerous; the future in the new country 
was uncertain; but with trust in God we dared to make 
the venture. Most of our people came here with two 
empty hands. They struggled through the pioneer 
period, they labored hard and sacrificed intensely; to- 
day they live in their own homes, surrounded by com- 
forts and all modern conveniences and financially inde- 
pendent. God has blessed us in the new land. To Him 
be the glory for what we are and have. But the old 
settlers carried the burdens. We of the younger genera- 
tion will never fully realize what they had to live 
through. The difference between now and then is so 
great that it simply defies description. The stories of 
those days fascinate us, but we cannot conceive of the 
actual conditions that obtained. Not all found here 
what they came to seek. Many found nothing but dis- 


appointments. 
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Not so many years ago a family left the Northern 
States to settle in Texas, but not finding things there 
to their liking they soon returned to the North. Asked 
what he thought of Texas the man replied: “It is a 
country with more land and less timber, with more riy- 
ers and less water, with more cows and less milk, with 
more men and fewer women, with more work and less 
money, than any other part of the earth.” 

This is not the experience of all, however. The great- 
er number of the immigrants have succeeded beyond 
their fondest hopes. They have found what they came 
for: a home for themselves and their families, bread, 
clothes, and all physical comforts, and having this a 
man should be satisfied. 


Elimelech was not successful in the new country. After 
a few years he died, leaving his wife a widow with the 
two sons on her hands. She was in a strange country and 
among a heathen people. The sons grew into manhood, 
married daughters of the land and made homes of their 
own. But soon both the sons also died, and the mother 
had to lay them to rest by the side of her beloved hus- 
band. Of material goods they left nothing behind. Now 
Naomi was left altogether to her own resources, totally 
destitute, and without friends except her two daughters- 
in-law. Gone were husband and sons, and there was no 
house of God to which she might go for comfort and 
strength in her great sorrow. 
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No one can measure Naomi’s sorrow except she who 
has passed that way herself. Only the widow knows the 
widow’s lot. One of the mysteries of life is its unequal 
division. Life seems to offer so much of happiness to 
some of us, while to others it has mostly disappoint- 
ments. 


A few years back I was called to the bedside of a 
sick man in my parish. He had lately arrived from 
Sweden, where he had left his wife and children. In 
poor circumstances in his native land, he came to Amer- 
ica to make a home for himself and his, and soon he ex- 
pected to send for his family also. But fate had decreed 
otherwise. To begin with, he prospered. He found em- 
ployment on a farm, wrote encouraging letters to his 
wife at home, and from time to time sums of money 
were enclosed in the letters. But then he was taken sick, 
and he soon realized that this time he was to go on a 
journey from which no one returns. He asked for the 
Lutheran pastor of that place, and in our conversation 
he related his experiences, his hopes for those he loved 
so dearly, and his deep concern for their future welfare 
now that he was about to die. His concern for them in 
their double poverty with him gone, and his great 
yearning for peace with God for himself, almost crushed 
his struggling spirit; but at last he found his Saviour 
and he was happy to leave his loved ones to Him and 
His care. His last words before he died were these: “I 
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am now nearer to my blessed Saviour than I have ever 
been before.” His remains were laid to rest in Illinois, 
and letters conveyed the sad news to the waiting family 
in the far homeland. It was my privilege to tell them 
of the last moments of the husband and father and to 
direct their thoughts to a happy reunion in the land 
above. Who can understand the ways of the Almighty? 
Here was this father so necessary to that wife and moth- 
er with her little ones, leaving them only to find a grave 
in the new country. Life has riddles which none of us 
may solve. But sometimes, somewhere, our every where- 
fore will have its therefore. Tull then let us struggle 
manfully onward and upward, all the time trusting in 
Him who guides our steps aright. He knoweth the bet- 
ter way. Let us but follow Him. 


Her Choice 
Up to this time little is said of Ruth. Her story is 


touched upon only as it merges into that of Naomi. 
After the death of Elimelech, Naomi found a home with 
her sons, and they with their young wives did all in 
their power to help her forget her great sorrow. The 
marriage of the sons were happy marriages and in all 
likelihood the wives accepted their husbands’ religion 
and worshipped their God. Gradually time healed the 
wound in Naomi’s heart, when the death of her sons 
opened it up wider and deeper than ever before. Poor, 
unfortunate mother! Well along in years, alone, and 
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destitute, a widow and childless, what was she to do? 
And the sorrow of her two daughters-in-law added to 
her already great burden. For her the light had gone 
out, and the future was dark indeed. It is no wonder 
that her thoughts turned to the land of her birth, and 
that she longed to see its sun-kissed hills again, and to 
feel the warm handclasp of her friends. She had learned 
that God again smiled upon Canaan so that there was 
bread to be had, and so she resolved to return again and 
bring her two daughters with her, at least part of the 
way. Much was not needed by way of preparation, and 
soon she was on the way. 


In my own memory I see yet to this day how friends of 
the family walked with my father and mother part of 
the way as we left the land of the midnight sun, and 
how freely the tears flowed on that journey as the old 
home gradually disappeared from our view. 


Naomi called the two young widows to her side for a 
word of farewell, as she expected them both to remain 
in their native land and leave her to continue alone. She 
commended them both to her God and encouraged them 
to remarry if God should so shape their lives. With an 
aching heart and tear-dimmed eyes she kissed them 
both farewell. But they both refused to part with her, 
and the three clung to each other as if they could never 
part. How sorrow unites us! Finally she prevailed 
upon Orpah to return, and so she disappears from the 
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scene, but not so Ruth. To the words of her mother- 
in-law: “Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her 
people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister- 
in-law,” she had only this answer: “Entreat me not to 
leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, 
I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God 
my God; where thou diest, will I die, and there will I 
be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught 
but death part thee and me.” 


The nobility of Ruth’s character shines through every 
one of these words. Behind her she had her memories, 
Moab, her childhood home, and father and mother; 
before her was the unknown future, an unknown people 
an unknown country, and an unknown fate. Yet noth- 
ing could induce her to leave Naomi, and she would not 
listen to the voices from the past urging her return. 
She heard a voice which we do not hear: the voice of 
love, of duty, of sympathy, and of service. The lonely 
mother of her departed husband needed her, and even 
though it meant a final choice between her own and 
her husband’s country, her own and her husband’s God, 
yet she does not hesitate. She could do no otherwise 
than she did. Not all daughters-in-law are as consider- 
ate as Ruth was. Often there is little love and small 
room for mother-in-law. Many a young man and woman 
consider themselves fully justified to enter into another 
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family and pick the choicest flower without giving a 
thought to the parents of the one they love. Our par- 
ents-in-law have given us what we value more than life 
itself. The young man or woman is a fool who consents 
to marry one who does not show proper respect for the 
members of his or her family. 


The story is told of Senator Foster of Connecticut 
that he came from very humble parents. His parents 
sacrificed in order that their son might have his chance 
in life, and by their help he became a famous lawyer. 
He won the love of a young and beautiful girl and their 
wedding day had already been set. The evening before 
their wedding his young bride said to her fiancé: There’s 
one thing, Mr. Foster, I want to say to you. I will go 
to see your parents once, but you must not expect me to 
repeat it. You know they are humble people, and my 
station in society is such that you should not expect it 
of me.” The young man was so deeply hurt in his very 
soul that for a long while he did not trust himself to 
speak to his intended bride. But her shallowness of soul 
overwhelmed him and he could not understand how it 
had been possible for him to love one so totally lacking 
in all that ennobles. Finally in his wounded dignity he 
faced her with this answer: “Well, miss, in response to 
what you have just said, all I’ve got to say is, You may 
go your way and I will go mine. Somewhere I will find 
a woman who will prove worthy and accept both me and 


108 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 


my folks for what we are.” Then he took up his hat 
and passed out of her house and her life for all time. 
He continued to rise in his profession until he became a 
United States senator. Whoever is ashamed of his own 
people, his birth, his language, his Church, and his God 
is to be pitied by all men. His is an empty, ignoble 
character. 


In the New Country 


Naomi and Ruth continued their journey and reached 
the land of Canaan. How the heart of that mother bled 
at the thought of all she had left behind in the distant 
land! She sank down by the roadside and wept bitterly. 
Friends soon found her, and the meeting -was a very 
pathetic one. At their question: “Is this Naomi?” she 
answered: “Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out 
full, and the Lord hath brought me home again empty.” 
Naomi means pleasant, and Mara, bitter. 


Many have had to share Naomi’s experiences in life. 
Happy did they set out on the journey only to be caught 
up in the whirlwind of misfortune and return with two 
empty hands. Spiritually that is the history of man. 
Yet it is fortunate that they may return again. There is 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repenteth. 


God alone knows what would have become of Naomi 
if it had not been for Ruth. It was now harvest time, 
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and Ruth together with the poor of the neighborhood 
went out to glean in the fields. Ruth thus became a 
gleaner, a laboring woman. This is not to her humilia- 
tion, because among the laboring classes we find some of 
the noblest and most God-fearing women in the world. 
All the saintly women of the Scriptures have been of 
that class. All honor to the women who when they are 
left to their own resources are able and willing to make 
their own way and eat their own bread! The way of 
the widow is not a rosy one, but God is the special pro- 
vider for the widow and the orphans. 


Her Reward 


Ruth gleaned in a field owned by a man named Boaz, 
a wealthy bachelor. When he noticed the industrious 
Ruth he was attracted by her personal beauty and made 
inquiries about her, and when he was told her history 
and all that she had done for her mother-in law he 
ordered his men to let fall handfuls behind them on 
the field to be gathered by her, and he gave her water 


from his own wells. 


The character of Boaz testifies as to his motives in 
dealing with Ruth. He did what was acceptable to God 
in thus providing for two widowed women, which the 
Scripture calls “true and acceptable service.” ‘The 
character of Ruth also raises her above all suspicions of 
designing. Boaz found reward for his kindness as all 
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good deeds are sure to be rewarded in some way. When 
Ruth at evening related the experiences of the day she 
was told by Naomi of the near kinship between her and 
Boaz, a kinship so close that according to the laws of 
the land it was the duty of Boaz to make Ruth his wife. 
Naomi then induced Ruth to resort to an expedient 
which in the eyes of to-day must be considered, to say 
the least, rather unusual. She talked Ruth into going 
to the threshing floor of Boaz to acquaint him with their 
kinship and claim his protection. This venture might 
easily have cast a dark shadow on the character of both 
Boaz and Ruth,but honorable as he was he saved the sit- 
uation both for himself and Ruth. He released the near- 
est bondsman from his legal obligation to Ruth and 
made her his wife. The wedding was witnessed by ten 
of the elders of the city who said: “We are witnesses. 
The Lord make the woman that is come into thine 
house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build 
the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, 
and be famous in Bethlehem.” 


Ruth As a Mother 


Once again is the veil withdrawn and we are given 
a last glimpse of a happy Ruth. We are permitted to 
enter into her happy home and to see the joy which had 
come to her. Ruth was a happy wife, and she became 
a happy mother. When her first-born came to gladden 
her heart the women said unto Naomi: “Blessed be 
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Jehovah, who hath not left thee this day without a kins- 
man; and let his name be famous in Israel. And he 
shall be unto thee a restorer of life, and a nourisher of 
thine old age: for thy daughter-in-law, who loveth thee, 
who is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.” 
Then Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, 
and became nurse unto it. What a happy grandmother, 
and what a lovely picture of spring cheering winter and 
winter embracing spring! This son was named Obed; 
“he is the father of Jesse, the father of David.” There 
was a trace of heathen blood in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who was to become the hope of the Gentiles. 


The name Ruth is a very common one in our day. It 
means “Vision, beauty, or perhaps friendship.” The 
history of Ruth ought to be studied by all women. She 
is an ideal worth following. All widows will find great 
comfort in studying the life of Naomi and Ruth. In 
them will they recognize a great deal of their own ex- 
periences. If God has led you their way thank Him for 
the happy days that are gone, for the precious memories 
they left with you, for the joy that once was yours, for 
the rest which has come to the one you loved, and most 
of all for the blessed hope of a life that will know of no 
separation, no death. God has given that hope to all 
believers, and without that hope there would be no last- 
ing joy. To a woman who has loved and lost, life will 
never again be what it was. It cannot be. Time may 
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heal the wound, but only in part. The least little thing 
tears it open again, and the bleeding and the hurt are 
always there. The undisturbed happiness of others is a 
constant reminder, and often both the heart and the eye 
weep. And yet the experience comes to all sooner or 
later. Man and wife must go at different times, but 
let them both turn their thoughts towards the same hap- 
py home above. Then not even death can mar their joy. 


If God has so ordered your life that you are left alone 
yet a little while in the land of preparation, try to forget 
yourself by serving others. Forget your own hurt for 
the need of others. Give your life to service until the 
Lord calls you to come up higher, and then go with the 
courage of faith to meet the happy family of those who 
are saved. The soul cleansed in the blood of the Lamb 
will meet the heavenly bridegroom in the heayenly city, 
where all earthly ties will be a thing of the past and we 
will all be the happy children of our heavenly Father. 
Across the life of Ruth God has written the words: “All 
things work together for good unto those that love 
Him.” That promise has never yet been broken. It is 
the sure, eternal rock, on which the children of God may 
rest and receive compensation for all the sorrows, the 
trials and the losses of life. Trust yourself to that Rock. 


VIII. 


Deborah, the Woman of Action 
Judges 5- 


D ETERMINATION is always a virtue when right- 
ly used. To know what you will and will what 
you know is always strength. If the battles of life are 
waged in that spirit there can be no failure. Determina- 
tion appears to be a characteristic of the woman rather 
than of the man, and some women the Creator has en- 
dowed with a physical and intellectual strength which 
has led them to great heights and fitted them for great 
service. History has recorded the names of women 
whose lives have left such an, imprint on human events, 
that their memory will never perish from the earth. 
Such women deserve to be honored, and we should 
thank God for their influence. If only the work of God 
be done, let Him use men or women for the great tasks. 
If a woman is able to serve humanity better, think more 
deeply and clearly, speak with greater conviction and 
power and act with greater energy and effectiveness 
than a man, then it is a man’s duty to do like the great 
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John the Baptist, keep in the background that the work 
of the Lord be not hampered. 


Deborah was a woman of unusual attainments. She 
was a judge, a warrior, and a singer, and in each of these 
positions she made an enviable record for herself. Few 
men in the history of the world have shown the resolute 
action which characterized this woman, as we will see 
from the following study of her life. 


Deborah, the Judge 


She was a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, of whom 
very little is known. She was called of God to be a 
mediator between Him and His chosen people Israel. 
The gift of prophecy is a divine gift; whosoever pos- 
sesses it is inspired of God. To be able to lift the veil 
that hides the future and to reveal things unknown is 


a privilege which only those enjoy who are favored of 
God. 


We meet Deborah the first time in a tent under the 
palm trees between Rama and Bethel. We think of her 
as a stately, well-proportioned woman, of dark complex- 
ion, and with dark, piercing eyes. From all sections of 
the land people came to inquire of her and seek her ad- 
vice. She was their judge during one of the most stir- 
ring times in the history of the chosen people, a time 
when there was little or no law, but each one was a law 


unto himself. It was a period of great unrest among the 
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Israelites, and they were exposed to the danger of being 
swallowed up by the idolatry of the heathen nations. 
Gradually they were being won over to the life and cus- 
toms of the heathen nations, and their special mission in 
the world was thereby jeopardized. But such times pro- 
duce great national heroes. From time to time God 
raised up leaders among them, who saved the people 
from national dissolution and who kept a small remnant 
true to the God of their fathers. Such national heroes 
were Ehud, Barak, Gideon, Jephthah, and Deborah; and 
Deborah was by no means the least among them. Woman 
can be a splendid adviser. Her intuition seldom makes 
a mistake when man’s reasoning goes astray. A good 
advice to married men is that when their wives advise 
them, they will do well to think more than once before 
they resolve to run counter to it. Had Cesar listened to 
his wife, Calpurnia, he would not have been murdered; 
and Pontius Pilate would not have condemned Jesus to. 
death had he listened to his wife. 


Deborah was able to inspire others for the cause that 
she herself espoused. She was judge in Israel after 
Ehud, when the national spirit of Israel was almost at 
its lowest ebb. The country was nearly ruined under 
the oppression of the Canaanites ; the people had lost not 
only their liberty but also their courage and their hope 
for deliverance when God sent them Deborah, who in the 


most glowing and fiery oratory called her people to 
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gather around her and fight for their national honor 
and freedom, either throwing off the oppressor’s yoke 
or dying in the attempt. 


Woman has fought with word and pen before. She 
has done more than any one else to save the world from 
the curse of liquor with all its horrors, and in that field 
she has done pioneer service, a service which has im- 
mortalized her name. That work is now bearing glorious 
fruit, and it looks as tho the whole world were to be 
benefited by it. God speed the day when all nations 
will be freed from the curse of drunkenness. That Mo- 
lock has been worshipped too long already. 


Deborah as a Warrior 


This woman had not only wisdom to judge men; she 
had also the courage to lead them to battle. Some men 
hold that the tongue is woman’s best and only weapon, 
but they have not studied the history of Deborah. She 
sent for Barak, the son of Abinoam of Kadesh, a city 
of the tribe of Naphtali, and told him that God had 
called on the people to fight for their liberty. Barak hesi- 
tated, discouraged by a long and unsuccessful struggle 
against the oppressors, but at last he yielded to her 
pleading on the condition that she would accompany 
him. She consented to this request only after she had re- 
minded him of the unusual spectacle of a woman leading 
an army in battle. He would thus lose the honor for 
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the victory while, if he assumed the leadership, the honor 
would be his alone. But Barak was willing to forego all 
honor and insisted that she go with him. 


At this time Israel was under the power of the king 
of Hazor, and his army was more than ten times as 
numerous as that of Israel. He had nine hundred char- 
iots equipped with scythes with which to mow down 
his adversaries in battle. His general was one Sisera, 
a warrior bold and ruthless, who for years had ruled the 
Israelites with a hand of iron. At the report of Debo- 
rah’s uprising he gathered his army for battle in the val- 
ley of Esdraelon on the banks of the river Kishon. De- 
borah’s army consisted of ten thousand picked men from 
the tribes of Zebulun, Naphtali, and Issachar, and she 
arranged her army in battle array near the mount Ta- 
bor, a place sacred to the Lord, and the very place itself 
filled her soul with courage and faith in the outcome. 
Here on this mount in New Testament times the fon 
of God was to be transfigured and reveal His glory un- 
to men. From the top of the mountain Deborah saw 
the forces of the enemy spread out in the valley below 
her very eyes. The deciding moment soon came. Deb- 
orah with Barak at her side led her army against the 
hordes of Sisera,100,000 strong,with the plumed helmet 
of Sisera showing them the way, and twice nine hundred 
horses hitched to nine hundred chariots of iron, in 
which the flower of Hazor’s army stood ready for battle. 
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A less courageous woman than Deborah would have 
lost heart at this sight, but the stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera that day, says the Word of God. 
At the very beginning of the battle a hailstorm arose 
and struck the Canaanite army in the face and blinded 
them so that they could not see their way. The heavy 
rain discomfited Sisera and his hosts, streams became 
torrents, Kishon grew almost to an ocean, and the whole 
valley was transformed into an impassable morass or 
marsh. Horses and chariots stuck in the mud and im- 
peded the advance of the army. Thousands were swept 
away by the raging waves, and those who escaped the 
flood turned and fled only to be overtaken by the pur- 
suing Israelites and cut down between the two moun- 
tains Tabor and Hermon. Not one of the enemy escaped 
alive to bring news of the disaster back to their own 
countrymen. The proud army of the Canaanites was 
wiped out as was that of the haughty Pharaoh in the 
Red Sea. 


What oceans of blood have been shed by the blood- 
thirsty god of war! The history of the world is written 
in blood. What a day of jubilee it will be when peace 
shall cover the earth as water covers the bottom of the 
sea! When hate and strife will be no more and men 
will live like brothers! The signs of that day may be 
dim and indistinct at the present time; the turbulent 
sea of humanity is not yet calm after the last great con- 
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flict ; and yet there is a rift in the cloud, and in the dis- 
tance is seen the dawning of a better day. “Our God 
is in the heavens; he hath done whatsoever he hath 
pleased.” He will see that all His precious promises 
are redeemed and at the right time. It is for us to work 
and wait. If all the believers in the world could be 
united to work and pray for peace the goal would soon 
be won, because Jesus said: “All things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 


Deborah’s prediction that the honor for the victory 
would be taken away from Barak and given to a woman 
became true. When Sisera saw that defeat was in- 
evitable he jumped from his chariot and fled. He entered 
into the tent of Jael, the wife of one Heber by name. 
This Heber was a descendant of Hobab, the father-in- 
law of Moses, who was a friend of both the Canaanites 
and the Israelites. Jael received Sisera,gave him refresh- 
ments, and prepared a place for him where he could le 
down and rest after his flight. Tired, he soon fell asleep 
after he had requested her to warn him in case of danger 
or pursuit. This was his last sleep, for while he slept 
Jael took a nail of the tent and a hammer in her hand 
and drove the nail into his temple and fastened it to the 
ground. ‘Thus he died, and Jael brought the news to 
Barak. 


The deed of Jael is related in two places in the Scrip- 
tures and substantially in the same words. She was 
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moved to the deed by a strong patriotic feeling, and the 
deception she practiced must be judged in the light of 
the times in which she lived. The Scriptures nowhere 
condone deception or hypocrisy or vengeance against 
enemies. “Mine is the vengeance; I shall recompense,” 
saith the Lord. But the wicked and ungodly are some- 
times fought with their own weapons. Jael knew that 
Sisera was an enemy to her people and of her God, and 
when he in this way fell into her hands she had either 
to protect him, make common cause with him and help 
him to escape or remove him. She may have looked up- 
on herself as the avenging arm of the Lord by which He 
now struck at His foes. Be this as it may, Sisera was 
no more, and in spite of his nine hundred chariots it 
took only a nail and a hammer in the hand of a woman 
to snatch the power out of his hands. 


Deborah gained a complete victory over the Canaan- 
ites. ‘Deborah means Bee, a suitable name, for while 
she had a sting for her foes she gathered honey for her 
friends.” Her heroism shows how a woman can wage 
war. Some of the most heroic exploits of history have 
been done by women. England will never forget its 
Margaret of Anjou, and in France no name is more 
revered than that of Joan of Arc. That this noble 
woman and patriot was burnt at the stake will always 
be regarded as a crime against humanity which England 
and France must share together, and which nothing 


DEBORAH, THE WOMAN OF ACTION 121 


can ever condone. The fact that ten years after her 
death she was declared to have died a martyr to her 
faith, her country, and her king, makes the blot still 
blacker. Her ashes were cast into the river Seine, which 
carried them out into the sea, and its waves spread them 
to the four corners of the earth, a fitting emblem of her 
world renown. 


Deborah, the Singer 


Deborah composed a poem after her victory over 
Sisera which has been preserved to posterity. In this 
poem she has given to the world the purest Hebrew 
known. It may be read in the Book of Judges, chapter 
5. It compares very favorably with the song of Miriam, 
and in beauty of expression and flow of poetic thought 
and fervor it has not been surpassed by any later writer. 


Women with literary attainments have not always 
been given the credit which is due them. There is no 
language which has not been enriched by their pens. 
We may name women writers as Mrs. Browning, George 
Eliot, Agnes Strickland, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Lina 
Sandell, and Selma Lagerlof. The woman stands shoul- 
der to shoulder with the man everywhere, in the home 
and outside of the home, in the schoolroom, on the plat- 
form, on the field of battle as well as in peaceful pur- 
suits. We remember how the women in Sweden, when 


the clouds of war hung so dark and menacing over their 
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homes and their country, gathered on the city walls and 
with stones and scalding water repelled the invading 
hosts. Touch the home and you touch a mother’s life. 
She will know how to defend it. 


But woman reaches her height of glory as wife and 
mother, as the ministering angel of the home. Peace is 
her element, and she abhors war with every fiber of her 
being. No mother wants to send her son out on the 
battle field; it is only when her own country is invaded 
or the rights of others are trampled in the dust that she 
will give her sons to save others; but they are given with 
tears, and when they never return her heart refuses to 
be comforted. 


The story is told of a woman who was rather given 
to public enterprises and looked down on the mothers 
who give their very life to build up the home, that she 
one day put the question to one of those blessed home- 
women: “What literary work are you interested in?” 
She answered modestly: “I am engaged at the present 
time in writing three books.” When the visitor plainly 
showed her interest and asked to see her product she 
gladly consented, and opening the door to an adjoining 
room she called her three children and pointing to them 
she said: “These are my three books. I am trying 
every day to write something in the hearts and lives of 
my children which will make them better men and 
women and fit them to meet and to solve the problems 
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of life.’ The literary visitor left that home thought- 
ful; that home-woman had taught her one of the great 
lessons of life. 


Woman of to-day needs to read and keep abreast of 
the times. She should study not only the fashion maga- 
zines, but the great events of the day. Science, litera- 
ture, art, music, singing — all this has a large place in a 
happy home-life, and the woman, the wife and mother, 
must not be a stranger in these fields. The life of others, 
their joys and sorrows should also be studied, for “the 
proper study of mankind is man.” Thus her mental 
and spiritual life will be broadened; she will learn to 
think for herself. She gets a different vision of life 
and things in the world. This she must try to acquire 
by the side of her household duties, and every woman 
should be able to devote some time to these things with- 
out neglecting her home. There are women who have 
been the inspiration in the lives of their husbands with- 
out openly taking an active and leading part in their 
endeavors. Many of the world’s greatest orators, states- 
men, editors, and preachers owe their success in life to 
the help and the inspiration they have received from 
their wives. The wife has often furnished the thoughts, 
and the husband has expressed them. A wife should 
walk through life with her husband in that spirit, en- 
couraging, inspiring, and always pointing him to yet 
greater heights of service and usefulness. Happy the 
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man to whom God has given that kind of a woman! If 
she is not interested in his work she neglects one of her 
first duties, and her husband will never wield the influ- 
ence which might have been his with her at his side. 
His success is hers, and his failure is her failure. 


The home may be threatened by grave dangers from 
within. Husband and wife may serve individually to 
the best of their ability and for the good of the home; 
but if the spirit of mutual sympathy, understanding, 
and help be lacking, there can be no happy home-life. 
And this spirit is banished from altogether too many 
homes. There is so little encouragement and under- 
standing and help, and so much that irritates and dis- 
courages and divides. Be not slow to show appreciation 
and to speak a word of encouragement. Life is short 
and soon the chance will be gone. In the grave there is 
silence, and when those you have loved are no longer 
with you the memory of encouragement withheld will 
not be a sweet one. Then you cannot say the word that 
should have been said, and no amount of flowers on the 
casket will atone for words unsaid. Here husband and 
wife should watch themselves. “Give” is the watchword 
of a happy home, and he is happiest who gives the most. 
To expect and demand of others what you yourself are 
slow to give and grant is unjust. It leads to no happi- 
ness in the family circle. If you appreciate encourage- 
ment yourself then be free to give it to others, and your 
own harvest will only be the more abundant. 
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Deborah could also rule. Undoubtedly she was master 
in her own house. Nothing is said of her husband. His 
name was Lappidoth and his one and only. distinction 
seems to have been that he was the husband of a prom- 
inent woman. In every home the stronger of the two 
will be the master. It is’ thus everywhere in life. It 
lies in the very nature of things. The weaker cannot 
expect to rule over the stronger. A pygmy has small 
chance with a giant. And yet the stronger must not be 
a tyrant. Power and strength may be abused. 


An old king in Athens had a queen which ruled him 
with a hand of iron. Once he said: “My little baby 
rules the whole world.” When he was pressed for an 
explanation he said: “Greece conquered the world, but 
Athens conquered Greece. I rule over Athens, but my 
queen rules over me, and our little baby rules over my 
queen.” 


Deborah was also active in affairs of state. As the 
fifth judge in Israel she governed the entire nation and 
the whole country. As judge she sat under one of the 
palms, called after her “the temple of palms,” where 
she judged her people, and under her rule the land had 
peace for forty years. 


The most prominent characteristic in this remarkable 
woman was her fear of God. She was a mother in Is- 
rael, as she calls herself in her poem: “In the days of 
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Shamgar, the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the 
highways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through byways. The rulers ceased in Israel, until that 
I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel.” 
Fear of God was her great strength. Without that 
she would never have been what she was. The same 
truth applies to every truly great and good woman. In 
God is her strength. A God-fearing woman begins all 
things in the name of God, and prayer is the arm that 
supports the world. The fear of God is the finest adorn- 
ment a woman can have. The influence of Deborah 
touched the whole nation; it has come even unto us. 


And here we must bid Deborah farewell. After a 
task well done she disappears from our view as the 
bright morning star, which majestically withdraws be- 
fore the glory of the advancing sun. May mothers of 
to-day follow in the footsteps of this great woman, and 
may they be given the same tribute when they are no 
more with us: She was a mother in Israel! 


ix. 


Jephthah’s Daughter, an Example 
of Filial Obedience 


Judges 11: 29-40. 


HE story of this consecrated maiden has a dra- 

matic touch. Feelings of a sadness we cannot ex- 
press creep into our hearts at the reading of her life 
story, and it leaves with us a certain regret, and yet our 
feelings are mixed with admiration for her filial obe- 
dience in response to a rash vow. Her life is so closely 
interwoven with that of her father that the two cannot 
be separated, therefore we shall study her under the fol- 
lowing three divisions: 1. Her father. 2. His rash 
vow. 3. Her obedience. 


Her Father 


The father of this young girl was Jephthah, the son 
of Gilead of the tribe of Manasseh. This Jephthah 
seems to have been a sort of an outlaw in his own home 
like Ishmael and Esau, as he was driven out of his 
father’s house by his own brethren. ‘They said to him: 
“Thou shalt not inherit in our father’s house: for thou 
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art the son of a strange woman.” We have here another 
example of the unhappy results of the unholy practice 
of polygamy. Jephthah then left his father’s house and 
dwelt in the land of Tob in Arabia where he became a 
sort of a free lance, a freebooter or highwayman, and he 
gathered a large company of men around him. As in 
those days every man was a law unto himself, Jephthah 
and his wild, reckless hordes were lords of all they sur- 
veyed. His experiences in his home in early days seem 
to have fitted him for the kind of a life he now led. 


The time between his expeditions he spent in his 
home with his family. He had an only daughter who 
lived with her mother, his wife, in Mizpah near the 
borders of Canaan. This only child was the idol of his 
heart, the brightest ray of sunlight in his home, and at 
the sight of her his otherwise sober and careworn face 
softened and lighted up with fatherly pride and a wild 
love for his child. For the embrace of her soft arms and 
the touch of her soft cheek he forgot his hard life, and so 
the love of a little child was able to lead even this rough 
man. A little child wields a wonderful power. 


His Rash Vow 


For a while this man at the head of his beduin band 
plied his nefarious trade. The days were spent on their 
robber-expeditions, and at the end of the day he sought 
the rest and the comforts of his home together with his 
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wife and his child. But this man was destined for other 
things. Like Cincinnatus he was soon called from the 
forests to defend his own country against its enemies. 
About this time Jair, the judge of Israel, died and the 
people left to themselves were carried away into the 
grossest idolatry. They forsook the God of their fathers 
and worshipped the gods of the people among whom 
they lived. The result was that God left them to their 
own devices to reap the consequences of their own sins. 
The Ammonites and the Philistines rose against them 
and their land was threatened with destruction. They 
repented of their idolatry and determined to fight for 
their freedom or perish in the attempt. The question was 
now of a leader, and they decided to turn to Jephthah, 
the report of whose daring deeds had come to their ears. 
The elders in Israel sent a deputation to him begging 
him to become their leader against their foes. He ac- 
cepted the offer on the condition that if he were success- 
ful he was to be judge in Israel. They agreed to the 
condition and then they set about to raise an army. 
Jehpthah’s first act was to require of the king of the 
Ammonites the reason for his attack on Israel and he 
received the reply that when the Israelites left Egypt 
they had occupied the land of the Ammonites which 
land he now demanded be returned. Jephthah now laid 
down a law which has governed the nations of the earth 
up to the present time, namely that territory conquered 
by the sword is the possession of the victors, or to the vic- 
Women of the Bible. 9. 
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tors belong the spoils. The Ammonites insisted on their 
demands, however, and so the issue was to be settled 
with the sword. Before the battle Jephthah took a sacred 
oath before the Lord. He made a rash vow, and yet it 
bears testimony of his essentially religious character. 
“He vowed a vow unto the Lord and said: If thou wilt 
indeed deliver the children of Ammon into mine hand, 
then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth from the 
doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace 
from the children of Ammon, it shall be the Lord’s, and 
I will offer it up for a burnt-offering.” 


A great deal has been said about this rash vow. But 
one must remember that such vows were not uncommon 
in those days and they were frequently given by leaders 
in war. It is told that when Carthage was locked in its 
death-struggle with Rome, Hamilcear took his son Han- 
nibal to the altar in the temple and made him take a 
solemn oath of eternal enmity to Rome, an oath which 
Hannibal kept. When Constantine went out to meet 
Maxentius he also made a yow, and how he kept it is 
shown by the fact that from that time the cross was the 
emblem on the standards of the Cxsars. 


This vow of Jephthah was given hastily and without 
due consideration, which soon became apparent even to 
him. But such oaths are often taken yet to this day and 
without the provocation Jephthah had. The so-called 
secret orders of to-day require oaths of their members 
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which no Christian man or woman should give, much 
less keep. It is always risky to promise to withhold 
things of which you have no definite knowledge before 
the promise is given. Common sense dictates that we 
should not let anyone or anything seal our lips and hin- 
der us from speaking the truth about all things to all 
men. Foolish and thoughtless pledges are often kept 
from stubbornness. The story is told of a farmer who 
swore that he would not dispose of his grain until it 
brought him $1.00 per bushel. He stacked it and waited 
for 34 years without getting his price. It rotted on his 
hands, and when the man died his friends made two 
wreaths from the bundles and laid them on his grave. 
Some would say that he was a man of his word, but God 
would say: “Thou fool.” 


Our day and generation is lavish with promises and 
pledges, but many forget that a promise is equivalent 
to an oath. A promise once given should be kept, but 
one should not give a pledge to the devil. No promise 
should be given without due consideration, and it is 
better not to promise than break a given word. A man’s 
word should be as good as a bond. 


After these preliminaries Jephthah commenced the 
battle and the Lord gave him the victory. He pursued 
the enemy and captured twenty of their cities. Drunk 
with victory and surrounded by the triumphant Israel 
his army returned to their homes. The thoughts of 
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Jephthah turned to his own home and the vow he had 
given and not without fear did he return to his loved 
ones. The pledge was now to be redeemed. We read: 
“And Jephthah came to Mizpah unto his house, and be- 
hold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels 
and with dances; and she was his only child; besides her 
he had neither son nor daughter.” 


The testing of Jephthah had now come. This was the 
bitterest moment in his life. His heart almost stopped 
beating within his breast and he cried as he rent his 
clothes: “Alas, my daughter! Thou hast brought me 
very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for 
I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot 
go back.” When she answered: “My father, if thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according to 
that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch 
as the Lord hath taken vengeance for thee on thine 
enemies, even on the children of Ammon. Let this thing 
be done for me: let me alone two months, that I may go 
up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my vir- 
ginity, I and my companions.” At the end of two months 
she returned and he did to her according to the vow he 
had vowed. After that it was a custom in Israel that 
the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the 
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year. 


The home is the only piece of heaven on earth and yet 
what tragedies have been enacted in the home! In the 
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land of the Vikings across the seas there lived an aged 
couple who had an only son upon whom they centered 
all their devotion and love. They were in very moderate 
circumstances and the son grew to manhood inured to 
a life of sacrifice. When he became of age he decided 
to go to America, the land of plenty and of opportunity, 
to seek his fortune there and if successful after a while 
send for his beloved parents. He was successful in the 
new country and soon his savings were sufficient not 
only for his own needs but for the needs of his parents 
as well, and he decided to return to the land of his birth 
to bring his parents with him to his new home. Late 
one dark night a stranger came to their humble dwelling 
and asked for lodging over night, which was readily 
granted. They entertained him with the best their home 
could afford and in return for their hospitality the 
stranger told them of his many and varied experiences, 
and before he retired for the night he showed them a 
large roll of bills which he carried with him and in the 
possession of which he greatly rejoiced. He was given a 
bed upstairs in the only guest room the home possessed. 
There he went to sleep in glad anticipation of the mor- 
row when he intended to reveal his indentity to his folks 
below, for he was their son. But the old folks could not 
sleep. Their thoughts were with the stranger upstairs 
and his money. After a while the man said to his wife: 
“Wife, if we had all the money this stranger has in his 


possession it would mean comforts for our old age in- 
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stead of poverty and need.” And she answered: “You 
said it, father. If they only were in our hands!” God 
alone knows what was said further by these two, but 
they soon arose from their bed and stealthily crept up the 
ladder to the loft where the stranger slept, the man with 
an ax in his hand and the woman shielding a light by 
her hand. The tale is too harrowing to tell but the mor- 
ning saw the young man dead lying on the bed, and the 
aged couple took his money with trembling hands count- 
ing it. They went through his pockets where they found 
a paper on which his name was written. Then to their 
consternation they discovered that they had murdered 
their own son. Speechless they turned away from their 
horrible deed and the money scorched their very hands 
and fell on the floor while the old man staggered out of 
the hut to give himself up to the authorities and atone 
for his terrible crime. The love of honor led Jephthah to 
give his rash vow by which he lost his one and only child. 
The love of money lured these two to commit this revolt- 
ing deed by which they lost their one and only son. 
Covetousness in both cases. How true is the word of 
God which says: “Covetousness is the root of all evil.” 


The question has been asked: What did the vow of 
Jephthah really imply? Did it mean that he was to 
sacrifice his daughter as Abraham intended to offer up 
his son Isaac? We understand that she was devoted to 
the Lord by the vow. On his return to his home what- 
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ever first stepped out of the house to meet him was to be 
dedicated to the Lord as a burnt-offering. But did Jeph- 
thah really kill his daughter as a pegMce in order to 
redeem his vow? 


Some have interpreted it in that way. The “Church 
Fathers” were almost unanimously of that opinion, that 
he really sacrificed his daughter. They that have seri- 
ously investigated this question tell us that Tertullian, 
Athanasius, Nazianzen, Hierom, Ambrose, Chrysostom, 
Austin, Theodoret, and others all agree upon this literal 
interpretation; but others have supported a different 
view. And their view is not without strong support. 
Nowhere in the Scriptures do we read of human sacri- 
fices by Christians. Abraham was commanded to offer 
up his only son, but he was stopped from doing the very 
deed. In the deeper sense the sacrifice was given, but 
his blood was not shed. ‘To sacrifice children to the 
gods was considered an abomination among the Israel- 
ites and it was forbidden in their law. A tradition of 
the Jews tells us that should a Jew by vow set aside his 
child for this purpose the vow would have no binding 
power. A servant could not be set aside for such a pur- 
pose. And so it is thought that Jephthah dedicated his 
only daughter to a life of celibacy by his vow; she was 
to remain unmarried and thus dedicate her life to the 
service of the Lord. She asked for two months in which 
“to bewail her virginity” after which Jephthah did with 
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her according to his vow, “and she knew no man.” To 
renounce marriage was one of the greatest sacrifices a 
Jew could make, especially a Jewess, because she thereby 
renounced all possibility of becoming the mother of 
Messiah, who was to come. For Jephthah it meant that 
he was to have no posterity, his house was doomed to 
extinction. Such a dedication to the Lord is not un- 
known to Holy Writ. It implies a sacrifice acceptable 
to the Lord. 


This does not in any way indicate that the unmarried 
state is holier than the married, but that sacrifice should 
not be given without the urge of the Spirit of God. It 
is not the normal state for either man or woman. Let 
each one know the will of God and then follow that will. 


Her Obedience 


By her obedience to her father this young girl rises to 
a height of nobility which is unsurpassed. She meets 
her father with a tenderness that is touching and she 
submits to his vow with an unquestioning obedience as 
beautiful as it is rare. Think of all that it meant for 
herself. Would she have given the same answer if it 
had meant her death? It is difficult to harbor the 
thought, and yet, who knows! She answers as one al- 
together submissive to the will of the Lord as revealed to 
her in her father’s vow and she was ready to meet it at 
all costs to herself. She is majestic in her faith in God 
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and her confidence in her father. Her like is not met 
anywhere, She is even greater than Isaac. He followed 
his father in filial obedience, but he was in ignorance of 
his own fate. She knew what the vow implied, and yet 
without a murmur she offered herself for the sacrifice. 


This young woman, the daughter of a freebooter, had 
without doubt given herself to the God of Israel. She 
must have been an unusual daughter in her home as well 
as in her relation to her parents. If she had resembled 
the modern young woman of to-day Jephthah would not 
have found her at home on his return. She would have 
spent her time among “her own set.” The young folks 
of to-day do not seem to thrive in the home; and when 
they are there, they often contrive to keep things in tur- 
moil. They are not satisfied with the company of their 
elders or the family. Home to-day is scarcely more than 
a place where the young folks eat and sleep and dress; 
they prefer to spend their time in other places and in 
other company. The young people and the street or the 
highway seem to belong together these days in spite of 
the fact that the street and the highway are the greatest 
enemies of our youths and of the homes of to-day. 


The home is to be congratulated which is able to meet 
this danger of to-day. Thrice blessed are the parents 
who know how to keep their young folks at the hearth! 
The freedom demanded and taken by the growing gen- 
eration of to-day is threatening the very life and fabric 
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of our civilization. The situation is so different and the 
temptations are so tremendous that it takes Herculean 
strength of character to resist their call. The moral at- 
mosphere of the street is not healthy. The promiscuous 
mixing is not the best, and what the eyes see and the ears 
hear is not conducive to innocence and purity of thought 
and heart. There is too little of both parental super- 
vision and restriction. There is little or no regularity 
of hours, and often the greater part of the night is giv- 
en to things of a social nature which are not healthy. 
When the children are outside of the home the parents 
ought to know where they are, and what they are doing, 
and what company they keep. It is not enough to know 
that they are in the crowd. Laxity of discipline causes 
untold harm. The Scriptures have numerous examples 
of the results of a lack of parental control. Keep your 
children with you as long as you can. Love them and 
trust them, but leave them not a prey to sin. The time 
will come all too soon when you must see them go out 
into the wide world, and when you no longer can watch 
over them or be with them, and it is going to bring you 
hours of anxious thought while the question will come 
to you over and over again: “Where is my wandering 
boy to-night ?” 


How much is there not that enters into the training 
of a child! Parents need Christ if they are to succeed 
in that work. Home is like a delicate musical instru- 
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ment. The strings are the different members of. the 
home. If they are all attuned there is harmony; but 
one string out of tune influences the whole instrument, 
and there is disharmony. Jesus only can bring harmony. 


This young girl was also a patriot. She was glad to 
lend her father to her country even tho life was in dan- 
ger. There is no record in history of a woman betraying 
her own country. Men have become traitors to their 
country and their cause, but not women. God be praised 
that we have patriotic women in the land. No mother 
sends her boy out on the battle field with joy in her 
heart, but she will bow to the inevitable and sacrifice 
even her own life on the altar of patriotism. Virginia 
gave her life rather than fall into the hands of the en- 
emy. The young women of Carthage cut off their hair 
and made bows for the defenders of their cause. The 
Spartan mothers sent their sons out to war with this 
farewell: “Return as victors, or let yourself be carried 
back on your shields.” In the civil war of our own 
country the mothers of the North and South sent their 
sons out and placed them in the front ranks while they 
themselves went out as nurses. They sold their jewelry 
in order to equip their soldiers, and the record of the 
women in the late world war is too well known to us all 
to need a mention. 


Jephthah’s daughter loved her father with a good 
daughter’s whole devotion. He loved her as only a strong 
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man can love his child. His hand had tended this frail 
plant until it was in full bloom, and she was more prec- 
ious to him than his own life. That mutual love and un- 
derstanding in the family circle is a flower planted by 
God Himself ; but it is a tender plant It is so easily hurt. 


But the character of this young girl was altogther 
lovely because she was devoted to the Lord. Force was 
not needed to make her recognize her father’s authority 
or his vow. With unquestioning obedience she accepts 
the situation and after two short months spent with her 
intimate friends she gave herself as a sacrifice to re- 
deem her father’s vow. It was a fitting tribute on the 
part of the young women of Israel to lament the daugh- 
ter of Jephthah each year four days. She was worthy 
of this memorial. 


The world is better for such women as she was. There 
is no greater benediction found than a good woman. 
Many of them have seen their day. Together with Jeph- 
thah’s daughter they rest under the sod; but many are 
yet in the service, some here at home, others out on the 
foreign fields.) When a mother once sent her children 
out to China as missionaries, kissing them farewell, she 
said: “Oh, my Saviour, this I do for Thee!” It was a 
farewell for life, because she never saw them again. 
Woman serves the Lord in China, India, Africa, Japan, 
and on the islands of the sea. Others serve Him here 


at home in our congregations, at our hospitals, orphan- . 
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ages, and other institutions of charity. Every one of 
our congregations has its Ladies’ Aid, working, praying, 
and sacrificing for the salvation of souls, God bless 
them in their labors!) Our Synod would not be what it 
is to-day if it were not for the work of these consecrated 


women, 


As for the mother of Jephthah’s daughter there is not 
a word said. What part she had in giving to the world 
such a daughter we do not know with any degree of cer- 
tainty. It may be that she was one of these blessed 
women who do their work unseen and unheard, sowing 
seeds of love and kindness and service and the fear of 
God in the hearts of their children, leaving all the rest 
to God. If so, her labors bore a glorious fruit, and she 
was not without reward. A good mother is the blessing 
of the home, and every daughter who has one should 
never cease thanking God for the gift. Some day the 
mantle will fall from the mother’s shoulders to be put 
on those of her daughter. May she be prepared to carry 
it with honor to herself and to her that gave her birth. 
The daughters of to-day will be the mothers of to-mor- 
row. Will they measure up to the old standard? Days 
yet to come will tell the story. May it be a happy story. 


xX. 


Delilah, the Faithless Wife 


Judges 16. 4-22. 


@)= fact in human experience the explanation of 
which taxes the ingenuity of the wisest of men is 
how two human beings may be brought together and the 
currents of their lives united. Some men call it the work- 
ings of fate and let it go at that. Undeniably the fact is 
there. Two and two, that seems to be the divine order 
through all creation. Often a man and a woman are 
brought together and their lives so closely united that 
they become one. Their happy union is the best evidence 
of the fact that there is something of heaven on earth. 
Then again the powers that be—call them fate or cir- 
cumstances or whatever you will—may bring two per- 
sons together who have nothing in common, and the one 
drags the other down to utter ruin. The misery of such a 
union is the strongest evidence that the powers of hell 
are active on earth. 


In Samson and Delilah we meet two of the most re- 
markable characters in the history of the world. Sam- 
142 
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son has been likened to Hercules, the semi-god of the 
Greeks, and the resemblance is so striking that many 
have thought that the Greeks borrowed their god from 
the Scriptures. The story of these two sounds like a 
myth; but it is an instructive story. We shall treat it 
under the following headings: 1. Her Husband. 2. Her 
Faithlessness. 3. Some practical lessons. 


Her Husband 


Jephthah judged Israel six years, after which he died, 
After his time the Israelites again did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and the Lord delivered them into the hands 
of the Philistines forty years. Then God sent them an- 
other deliverer in the person of Samson, the son of Ma- 
noah of Zorah of the tribe of the Danites, and a woman 
whose name is not given. ‘The birth of Samson was 
announced to the mother in advance, and she was told 
that her child was to be a Nazarite unto God from 
the womb. For this reason she was warned not to taste 
wine nor strong drink nor eat any unclean thing. The 
spirit of the Lord was upon him, and the writer of the 
epistle to the Hebrews gives him a place among the 
heroes of faith. “He was a diamond in the rough; a 
less attractive personage.” We know him best for three 
things: he was a man of unflinching courage, of almost 
unbelievable physical strength but deplorably weak mor- 
ally. Strength and weakness, how often these exist in 
the same person! Here God called this man to deliver 
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Israel from their oppressors, under whom they had been 
crushed for forty years; and this strong man was to be 
shorn of all his power by a lone woman. God had before 
called such men as Gideon, Barak, and Jephthah as 
leaders of Israel, but Samson was to be an army in him- 
self. 


By a special act of God he was set aside as a Nazarite, 
a man who had taken upon himself a sacred vow to ab- 
stain from wine and strong drink as well as all fer- 
mented food, and as a token of this yow no razor was to 
come upon his head. So God had said, and his unshorn 
hair was to be not the source of his strength but a sign 
of his covenant with the Lord. As he lived close to the 
borders of the Philistines he had many occasions to 
make visits in their cities and give them proof of his 
great strength. From these adventures he always re- 
turned unharmed and victorious. 


An unfortunate infatuation with a woman of the 
Philistines wrought the undoing of this man. On the 
way to her home one day he was attacked by a young 
lion; but the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he 
rent the lion as he would have rent a kid, and he had 
nothing in his hand. Going down the same way a few 
days later to wed the woman he found a swarm of bees 
and honey in the carcass of the slain lion. When men 
came together in those days they spent the time telling 
and guessing riddles; and Samson made a wager with 
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the young men that, if they could guess his riddle dur- 
ing the seven days of the feast, he would give them 
thirty linen garments and thirty changes of raiment; 
but if they should fail to declare it then they were to 
give him the same amount. 


This was the riddle: “Out of the eater came forth 
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness.” For 
three days they tried in vain to solve the riddle. Then 
they induced his wife to get the answer from him, in 
which she finally succeeded, and on the seventh day they 
gave him the solution: “What is sweeter than honey? 
and what is stronger than a lion?” Samson left the 
feast in great wrath, as he said to the men: “If ye had 
not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my 
riddle.” He went down to Ashkelon where he slew 
thirty men and took their spoil, and gave the changes of 
raiment to them who solved the riddle. In anger he 
went up to his father’s house, and the woman he had 
married was then given in marriage to one of the 
young guests at the feast. In return for this new insult 
Samson gathered 300 foxes, “and took firebrands, and | 
turned tail to tail, and put firebrands in the midst be- 
tween every two tails,” and thus sent the frantic animals 
out into the standing grain setting the fields on fire, 
burning both the shocks and the standing grain, with 
the vineyards and olives. 


Women of the Bible. 10. 
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Tn turn the Philistines now took revenge on Samson 
by burning both his wife and her father. In his great 
wrath he then smote them hip and thigh with a great 
slaughter and went down and dwelt in the cleft of the 
tock of Etam. 


The Philistines gathered an army to war against 
Judah because Samson dwelt among them. Im great 
fear three thousand men of Judah then sought Samson, 
and on condition that they would not fall upon him to 
kill him he gave himself up to them and they delivered 
him over to the Philistines. The Philistines bound 
Samson with two new ropes and brought him into camp 
with great joy. But in his great wrath Samson tore the 
bands apart as though they had been flax, and taking a 
fresh jawbone of an ass into his hands he slew a thousand 
men of their number. 


When Samson some time later came to Gaza the 
Philistines surrounded him, and shutting the gates of 
the city they sought him all night to take him captive; 
but at midnight his mighty wrath came upon him and 
he tore the gates from their hinges and carried them 
away with him on his shoulders to the top of a mountain 
near Hebron. 


In recognition of his many victories over the Philis- 
tines Samson was made judge in Israel. He was the 
fourteenth in order of the judges, and he held this posi- 
tion of great trust when his final downfall came. 
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It takes strong shoulders, indeed, to bear success and 
victory. Many become dizzy when they reach great 
heights, and fall down from their positions of power and 
trust. Saul was made king, but when he attained to 
power and honor he turned away from the Lord; and he 
ended by taking his own life. The emperor Nero was a 
pattern of true manhood until he became emperor, but 
after that he committed the greatest crimes known to 
history. Samson kept his vows as a Nazarite until he 
became a judge in Israel; after that he forgot them. 


Her Faithlessness 


For a time Samson remained alone, but soon he fell 
in love with another woman of the Philistines, this time 
the beautiful but deceptive Delilah. She became his 
second wife. Through her the Philistines made efforts 
to get Samson into their hands, and they promised her 
1100 pieces of silver if she would deliver him unto them 
by enticing him to reveal wherein his great strength lay 
and how he could be overcome. Delilah used all the 
cunning a shrewd woman is capable of using to gain her 
end. At first Samson thought it was but a mere fancy, 
a whim on the part of his wife, and therefore he put her 
off with fanciful explanations. He told her that if he 
were tied with seven green withes that were never dried, 
he would be weak as other men. Then she bound him 
with seven withes, green and undried, and had Philis- 
tines concealed in an adjoining room to slay him. But 


148 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 


when she cried: “The Philistines are upon thee, Sam- 
son!” he broke the withes as a thread of tow is broken 
when it touches the fire. 


Then she implored him again to reveal to her the 
secret of his strength. This time he told her that if he 
were bound with new ropes he could be captured. Then 
she bound him with new ropes, but with the same result 
as before. With tears and pleadings she then set to 
work again, and this time he told her to weave the seven 
locks of his head with the web; but when she followed 
his direction she failed again. She kept on pleading with 
him night and day until his soul was vexed unto death, 
and at last in desperation he gave her the secret. He 
said: “There hath not come a razor upon my head; for 
I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother’s 
womb; if I be shaven, then my strength will go from 
me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other 
man.” ‘This time he told her all his heart, and the cun- 
ning woman understood that he had spoken the truth. 
She again placed Philistines in an adjoining room and 
made Samson sleep with his head upon her knees, and 
while he slept “she called for a man, and she caused 
him to shave off the seven locks of his head.” When 
they awakened him his strength was gone, and he fell 
an easy prey to the Philistines, who put out his eyes, 
bound him with fetters of brass and put him to grind in 
the prison in Gaza. Samson had played with the enemies 
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of Israel too long. He had given himself into their 
hands too often, and now the Lord departed from him. 


The work Samson had to do in the prison was the 
lowest kind of menial service known to the Philistines. 
This work was usually entrusted to women. Now the 
judge in Israel was to be humbled by the labor of a 
slave. What a pitiable plight for a national hero! And 
yet he has many followers. How many are not the men 
who must spend their days behind the prison bars crush- 
ing stone, — men who once were wealthy and influential 
in the community in which they lived. Many have been 
brought to this condition by their sinful love of wicked 


women. 


Samson was now forsaken by his wife and all his 
former friends. But there was one who had not even 
now forsaken him. God remembered Samson even in 
prison. Samson suffered for his own sins, and justly; 
but in the prison his hair began to grow again, and as 
his hair grew his strength came back to him, restoring 


to him both his strength and his manhood. 


Milton in one of his works has tried to describe what 
took place between Samson and Delilah during his im- 
prisonment. He says that she regretted what she had 
done to Samson. She visited him in the prison and 
pleaded with him for forgiveness; but he turned away 
from her and refused to be reconciled. She then rebuked 


him for his own weakness, pleading in her own defence 
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that he should not have intrusted his secret to her, a 
weak woman; but Samson was not to be won. At last 
Delilah promised him that if he would forgive her she 
would secure his release from the prison; but he would 
not listen to her. She then pleaded her. great love for 
her own nation and country in extenuation of her perfi- 
dy to him saying that future generations would call her 
blessed as the saviour of her country, and then she left 
him. Her pleadings were but empty words, however. 
She was bribed to do what she did. She betrayed her 
husband for 1100 pieces of silver. She was actuated by 
the love of money, not by patriotism. The love of money 
again scored one of its triumphs. There was something 
of the brothers of Joseph and the spirit of Judas in 
Delilah, and like them she had to suffer for her perfidy. 


About this time the Philistines determined to cele- 
brate their victory over their enemy Samson. They 
gathered at the temple of their god Dagon to thank him 
for their victory, and the temple was lit up with thou- 
sands of candles in honor of the event. Three thousand 
Philistines came together to drink and to play before 
their god. When the wine and the dancing and sing- 
ing had brought their jubilee to its height, it was sug- 
gested that Samson be brought to the temple to enter- 
tain the revellers and to be made the object of their 
scorn. Samson was brought and led into the temple by 
a little boy while the multitude heaped upon him their 
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abuse and ridicule. He was placed between two pillars 
where the eyes of all could see him. In the great anguish 
of his soul Samson cried unto the Lord and said: “O 
Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen 
me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be 
at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.” 
Taking hold of the two middle pillars upon which the 
house rested he cried: “Let me die with the Philistines,” 
and exerting all his strength he bowed himself with all 
his might and the temple crumbled to the earth falling 
upon the lords, and upon the people that were therein. 
The dead which he slew at his death were more than 
they which he slew in his life. The temple of Dagon was 
now in ruins, and over the ruins brooded the angels of 
death. Three thousand Philistines, Samson himself and 
his faithless wife Delilah found their grave together un- 
der the temple ruins. The mighty Samson thus came 
to his death. He avenged himself on his enemies, and 
even in death he delivered his people from their op- 
pressors. His life work was thereby finished. Standing 
by the crushed and mangled form of Samson, we can- 
not help but think: The saddest words of mouth or 
pen are these: It might have been. 


Some Practical Lessons 
From the story of this faithless woman we may draw 
many a valuable lesson. In her we meet a woman that 
seems altogether wicked. Many women of the Bible 
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shine like stars out of a dark night, but Delilah is one 
of the darkest blots in sacred history. Woman seems 
capable of a greater degree of development than man 
whether it be for good or evil. Standing on the very 
brink of his grave, Solomon cries: “I find more bitter 
than death the woman whose heart is snares and nets, 
and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall 
escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.” 
On the other hand it is said of a virtuous woman: 
“Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.” 


Samson sinned when he sought and married women 
not of his own people. Delilah was a Philistine and a 
heathen idolator. In vain did his father and mother 
plead with him not to wed a strange woman. Had he 
married a woman of his own people his history would 
have been different without a doubt. God forbade His 
people from intermarrying with idolatrous nations. “Be 
not unequally yoked with unbelievers, for what com- 
munion hath light with darkness or Christ with Belial ?” 


There is a great deal to be said about mixed mar- 
riages. When persons of different nationalities and 
church connections marry, it is bound to influence their 
home life. In this country, the great melting pot of the 
world, there is no possibility to regulate this problem, 
and possibly it would not be well if there were. We 
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are fast being welded into one compact people, a na- 
tion, and mixed marriages are a mighty factor in this 
great welding process. It is an idle dream to try to 
keep the different nationalities distinct and apart in 
this land. If it could be done it might prove our un- 
doing. The difference of nationality may be sunk and 
cause no harm to the home; but difference of religious 
beliefs will separate man and wife as nothing else can. 
Husband and wife must be soul-mates and for this they 
must have Christ in common. The language question 
may be solved easily enough, but the question of religion 
is not so easily solved. If that question is ignored before 
marriage and avoided after marriage, there will be 
either a godless home or there will be a gulf between 
husband and wife which nothing can bridge except a 
common faith in a common Saviour. If they are mem- 
bers of different denominations and both are strong in 
their convictions, there will be misunderstandings ahead 
and possibly rocks which will shatter their domestic hap- 
piness. There will be a division in the home, and that 
inner harmony will be lacking which should obtain be- 
tween man and wife. They must have God together, 
and the same faith binds them together as nothing else 
can. If this is lacking and their home is blessed with 
children they will face a problem which is not easily 
solved. Rather than solve this problem the children 
are often neglected spiritually and robbed of their spirit- 
ual birthright. 
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One or the other may leave his own church and unite 
with another fold for the sake of unity. This is often 
done and division is avoided, and perhaps this is the 
wisest solution of a difficult problem. But which one is 
to give way to the other? As Lutherans this is a question 
of great concern to us, for we believe that the Lutheran 
Church has remained more faithful to the Word of God 
than any other denomination. That fact does not make 
us boastful; it humbles us instead. For a Lutheran to 
renounce his own faith and accept that of some other 
denomination is doing violence to his own conscience 
and convictions; and yet men and women of our faith 
often do not hesitate to make that change. In the past 
the language question has to a large extent been the com- 
pelling force for such changes of church connections; 
but that force will disappear as our church adopts the 
language of this land. The different denominations 
have many things in common, but they do differ materi- 
ally in their interpretation of the great saving truths of 
the Scriptures, and only an inexcusable ignorance dares 
deny these differences. The only way, it seems to us, 
that a change of church connection can be made honestly 
is on a change of conviction and belief, but before such 
a transfer is made we ought to inform ourselves as to 
what the church we intend to join confesses and teaches. 
But if I join a chureh of a different confession and still 
retain the faith of my former church I am neither true 
to myself nor to the church I join. For that reason the 
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Lutheran Church instructs those who wish to join, be- 
fore they are accepted as members; a method which the 
other denominations would do well to adopt. We hold 
that it is possible to be saved in every church where 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God is given His right place; 
but if we are convinced that the Lutheran Church teach- 
es the Word of God in its truth and purity as no other 
church, how can we exchange it for any other? Once 
a Lutheran always a Lutheran. The union by marriage 
between Lutherans and Catholics should be discouraged 
by all means, because it rarely, if ever, leads to anything 


but an unhappy home. 


We realize that we are dealing with a very delicate 
question and we would wish to speak with due considera- 
tion for the convictions of others; but our advice is this: 
Let man and wife have Christ in common, attend the 
same church, read the Bible together, pray for and with 
each other, walk hand in hand towards heaven and let 
nothing turn them away from making heaven their com- 
mon goal. If the question of different church connec- 
tion exists, let them make it the burden of their united 


prayers, and God will lead them to a wise solution. 


Another lesson we learn from Delilah is this: “There 
is a way that seemeth right unto man, but the end there- 
of are the ways of death.” (Prov. 14. 12.) It is futile 
to attempt to hide one’s sin. Sin will out, even as “truth 
crushed to earth will rise again.” When it has ripened 
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sin is like a tornado, it will tear down everything in its 
way and sweep all before it, and its path leads to de- 
struction. It is best to take our sins to God, confess 
them, and ask for forgiveness; and God who is great in 
mercy will deliver us and take our sins away. There is 
no other deliverance, for hidden, denied, or unconfessed 
sin will follow us as the shadow follows the body. “He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall obtain mercy” (Prov. 
28. 13). ‘Thus saith the Lord. 


Finally we notice the unspeakable mercy of God in 
His dealings with Samson. He did not permit His 
enemies to triumph over His weak servant. Samson 
had to give his own life to atone for his misdirected ef- 
forts, but his last act in life was to call upon the Lord. 
His faithless wife and his enemies died with him, and 
from their graves voices of warning reach us. The 
weakness, the sins, and the mistakes of believers bring 
sorrows untold into their own lives; but if they will 
cling to the Lord unto the last He will deliver them 
from their sins and all the suffering that follows with 
them. “This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
our faith.’ The penitent sinner has something better 
to hope for; but the unrepentant has no hope in this 
life, and on the other side nothing but eternal condem- 
nation. “Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his.” 


XII. 


The Witch of Endor 


I Sam. 28. 3-25. 


HE story of this woman is a gruesome tale, and 
we take up its study here because of the light it 
throws on witchcraft and kindred cults of our own day. 


We know very little about the woman as such. She 
has been given a place in the Scriptures for no personal 
reasons, but on account of her connection with the life- 
story of Saul, Israel’s first king. Our fancy may picture 
her as a typical witch, old, lean, dried up and bony, eyes 
deep set, and endowed with a goodly portion of natural 
wit and knowledge of human nature. Her place of resi- 
dence has not been definitely determined. Bible stu- 
dents seem to think that she lived somewhere in the 
lonely valleys around Mount Gilboa, and that the name 
Endor is derived from the god she worshipped. She 
lived alone, feared and shunned by all who knew of her 
and herself shunning the company of others. King Saul 
had commanded that all witches and sorcerers should be 
expelled from the country, and thus living in hiding her 
only company was the spirits with which she claimed to 
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have communion. What kind of a death she met we 
may know from general principles, since the Word of 
God speaks very plainly on the fate of those who ply her 
nefarious and impious trade. 


We will use the following outline to cover her story: 
1. The visit of king Saul. 2. Did Samuel really appear? 
3. Is there a spirit world? 4. What do the Scriptures 
teach about witchcraft and sorcery? 


The Visit of King Saul 


The name of this woman is inseparably linked with 
that of king Saul. Towards the end of his reign we 
are told that Saul fell away from God, and when he 
forsook God’s word he in turn was forsaken by God, 
and the kingdom was taken from him and given to 
David instead. ‘The old enemies of Israel again came 
to war with Israel and Saul feared the outcome of the 
struggle. Samuel the prophet was dead, so Saul could 
not confer with him and ask of God; and God’s Spirit 
had departed from the king and an evil spirit tormented 
him instead. He then decided to inquire of the sorcer- 
ers, and he said to his servant: “Seek me a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire 
of her.” His servant answered him; “Behold, there is a 
woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor.” Then 
Saul disguised himself, took two servants with him and 
set out for Endor. 
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It was fear that drove Saul to adopt this method ot 
inquiring, and the night was a fitting time for his er- 
rand. ‘The two armies were encamped opposite one an- 
other, and Saul was afraid of the outcome of the battle. 
How welcome the voice of Samuel would have been to 
him now, who had been his helper so often before! But 
Samuel was now dead, and Saul had ample time to re- 
gret that he cast him off and refused to listen to his 
advice while he lived. As long as the prophet Samuel 
lived there was no need for Saul the king to inquire of 
familiar spirits; but now that the prophet was gone, the 
king goes out in the darkness of the night to seek help 
from those whom he had banished from his kingdom. 


Having arrived at Endor, the men enter into the hut 
of the witch without further ceremony, and Saul pre- 
sents his errand. “I pray thee, divine unto me by the 
familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall 
name unto thee.” But the witch answered him: “Be- 
hold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath 
cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, 
out of the land; wherefore then layest thou a snare for 
my life, to cause me to die?” Then Saul swore to her by 
the Lord, saying: “As the Lord liveth, there shall no 
punishment happen to thee for this thing.” Then said 
the woman: “Whom shall I bring up unto thee?” To 
which Saul answered: “Bring me up Samuel.” The 
witch commenced her incantations with the result which 


the Bible narrative gives us. 
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Did Samuel Really Appear? 


Bible scholars take three different views of the event 
here narrated. Some regard the whole as a mere decep- 
tion; others think that Samuel really appeared, while 
many believe that an evil spirit was permitted by God 
to assume the appearance of the prophet. 


On the first view we quote from Dr. Chandler: “The 
more thoroughly I consider it, the more thoroughly I am 
convinced that there was no appearance of any kind, of 
spirit, or phantom, at all, and that Samuel was not con- 
sulted nor gave any answers. Indeed, there are so many 
marks of imposture and deceit that may be observed 
throughout the entire relation, as that I have no doubt 
but that this conference was carried on entirely by Saul 
and the old witch, without the help of any spirit what- 
ever. This affair was transacted by night, the time most 
proper to manage deceptions of this kind — when per- 
sons are most liable to be impressed by fear and imposed 
on by their own imaginations. Also, even Samuel him- 
self does not seem to have known anything of God’s 
raising him from the dead for he saith nothing about 
it, but expressly blames Saul for disturbing him and 
bringing him up. If he had known that God had 
brought him up, he would not have complained of be- 
ing disquieted by Saul. Now as Samuel knew, as well 
as Saul, that consulting the dead was absolutely unlaw- 


ful, surely it became the prophet to reprove him for 
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doing it, and to let him know that, though he appeared, 
it was not by virtue of her act, but by the immediate 
power of God. Instead of this, he showed himself dis- 
pleased with Saul for doing it, and thereby excludes 
God from having any hand in it.” The same authority 
also points out that no third person was apparently pres- 
ent at the interview between Saul and the woman, and 
that Saul himself saw nothing, and only concluded that 
it was the prophet from the description given by the 
woman, who had no doubt been acquainted with Sam- 
uel’s appearance during his life. He argues that she 
must have known who her visitor was before she con- 
sented to employ her incantations, and that she merely 
concealed her knowledge for a time in order that she 
might appear to have gained it from Samuel; also that 
there was nothing in her reply to Saul that his own 


account of himself would not have suggested. 


The second view, that Samuel really did appear to 
Saul, is held by Jewish commentators, Origen, Am- 
brose, and others. Dr. Hengstenberg says: “This view 
is in harmony with the narrative, for the author says, 
in verse 14, that Saul perceived, not fancied, it was 
Samuel. The words which are put into the mouth of 
the apparition are fully worthy of Samuel, and quite 
unsuitable for an evil spirit. The appearing one fore- 
tells things which no human acuteness could have fore- 


seen.” 
Women of the Bible. 11. 
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But notwithstanding the considerations which seem 
to favor these views, respectively, we rather accept the 
interpretation of Luther, and other theologians of the 
Reformation, in believing that it was Satan himself, or 
one of his agents, who appeared to the woman, and 
spoke to Saul. The apparition was unexpected to the 
woman which is proven by her cry. Her heart was filled 
with fear, which seems to indicate that she was not used 
to face spirits of the dead. 


There is ample proof of this view from the general 
tenor of God’s Word. There can be no doubt of the 
intimate connection between witchcraft or sorcery and 
the spirits of evil. The stern denunciation of God 
against it prove that it was not a fancy, but a fact. The 
devil can fashion himself into an angel of light. “And 
the fact that the Scripture narrative says Samuel spoke 
does not affect the argument, as Old Testament writers 
often simply describe things as they appear to be.” 


It is incredible that God here should have employed 
means which He everywhere in His Word condemns. 
When Saul in other ways inquired of the Lord, He an- 
swered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor 
by prophets. It does not seem reasonable that God 
would have taken this means of repeating to Saul again 
what He had often told him through the prophet while 
he lived. 
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Of the three views mentioned the last one seems to 
have the best Scriptural ground. 


No one can bring back again those who’ have died. 
When our loved ones have left us and gone over the 
great divide they do not return. When a man dies the 
body decays, but the spirit continues to live. The body 
is only the tabernacle of the soul. It is the house in 
which the real life lives. The house crumbles and falls; 
but life does not die, it goes on, it lives, it cannot die. 
The soul goes to the place prepared for it, to the king- 
dom of the dead, there to await the day of judgment. 
Christ drew back the veil and He said that Lazarus was 
in the bosom of Abraham while the rich man was in tor- 
ment. He spoke of no annihilation. The wicked live 
even as the good, but their spirits cannot be recalled to 
earth again at will. 


That our dear ones who have died yet live is a thought 
so precious to us that we should let nothing rob us of its 
comforts. That we ourselves shall live after the body 
is dead is a thought equally dear to us all. But as far 
as we know there is no material or visible contact be- 
tween us and them. Suppose it were possible for us to 
call them back and speak with them. Would it add any- 
thing to our joys and our peace of mind? We believe 
not. It is best for us to leave them in the hands of God. 
If they died in faith, we know that they are well cared 
for; and if they died in their sins, knowledge of their 
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condition would only tend to rob us of all the joy of liy- 
ing. Faith rests on the knowledge God has given in His 
Word and on hope, and with that it is satisfied until 
God himself will withdraw the veil and we shall know 
as we are known. It is significant that all those who are 
alleged to have given any information of their con- 
dition in the beyond through sorcery have all been in 
bliss. If that is true, then all men die saved. But this 
is contrary to God’s revealed Word. 


All who claim to be able to recall the spirits of the 
dead are fakes and deceivers. The dead can neither 
speak with us nor write letters to us. It takes a creduli- 
ty that borders on fanatism to believe that for a few dol- 
lars you may have the privilege of conversing with the 
dead. But many people like to be humbugged, and a 
fool and his money are easily parted. When once in- 
oculated with the germ of Spiritualism, there seems to 
be no cure for the delusion. It persists contrary to all 
common sense and God’s own Word. 


This delusion is called Spiritualism, or Spiritism, and 
material to refute this monstrous heresy is so easily 
accessible that the following may suffice here. Spirit- 
ualists do not believe in the God of the Bible. They 
are moved by another spirit than the Holy Ghost, and 
they have no place for Christ. They do not need the 
church because they have no sacraments. Their homes 


have no altars, and they do not recognize the sacrifice 
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given by Christ. Their doctrine is disgustingly repug- 
nant to one who is bound by the Bible as the Word of 
God. They claim Christ was not the Son of God. He 
was a spirit only of a higher type. He was only an 
ordinary human being who had attained to a higher de- 
gree of perfection than the rest of mankind. Thus they 
deny the fundamental truths of salvation: the atone- 
ment in Christ and His resurrection from the dead. The 
whole movement is hostile to the Christian religion, 
wherefore it behooves us to be careful that we be not 


caught in their snares. 


Parents and others who attend their séances for the 
purpose of conferring with their beloved dead do them- 
selves and others great hurt. And people who live to 
enrich themselves by the credulity of others should be 
put where thy can do no harm. For their poor deluded 
dupes I have only the most profound pity. If you have 
dear ones on the other side, do not torture yourself about 
them, and do not disturb their spirits by an ungodly 
life. Leave them to God’s mercy whatever memories 
they have left behind. A day is coming when you will 
know what you do not know to-day. You will pass the 
same way they have passed. ‘Till that day comes use 
every minute of your time to prepare yourself for that 
last journey. Then for you it will be a happy going 
home to God. 
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Is There a Spirit World? 


To this question we answer without any hesitancy: 
Yes, there is a spirit world. We are just as certain of 
the existence of the spirit world as we are of the world 
of men. There are good spirits and bad spirits. The 
good spirits, or angels, serve God and men; the evil 
spirits, resist God and serve the devil. The good angels 
are led by Jesus; the evil angels are ruled by the devil. 
Angels have often appeared unto men. Abraham, 
Lot, Jacob, Elijah, and many others were visited by 
angels from God. The devil appeared to Eve in Para- 
dise, he visited Job, and he tempted Christ in the wilder- 
ness. Jiuther is said to have seen the devil. At the 
time of Christ on earth men were possessed by evil spir- 
its. The existence of the spirit world can not be doubted 
by anyone of average intelligence, and that world is 
nearer to us than many of us think. Invisible good and 
bad spirits surround every one of us, wherever we are 
and whatever we do, and between them there is a strug- 
gle of life and death for the possession of our souls. We 
may not behold them with the physical eye, and yet 
they are very near to us. He who believes the Word of 
God knows that there is a spirit world, and he will 
never be led astray by the many heresies of our day. 


But the Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost, must inter- 
pret the Word for us, or we may be led to accept the 
gravest heresies. We have one in mind in this connec- 
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tion which is making a great stir in our day, namely the 
widely advertised Christian Science or Divine Healing. 
The founder of this movement was a Mrs. Eddy, and 
she presents her doctrine in a book called Science and 
Health with Key to the Scriptures. The one idea of her 
doctrine is this: If men would live in strict harmony 
with the Scriptures all diseases would disappear and 
they would be well physically, morally, and spiritually. 
In other words, it is healthy to be a Christian. If Eddy- 
ism consistently taught and practised this doctrine it 
would not be dangerous at all. We all believe that it 
is healthy to live a Christian life in harmony with the 
Scriptures; but Mrs. Eddy leaves that central doctrine 
and digresses until it is almost lost sight of in her sys- 
tem. She denies the Scriptures and makes statements 
which find no support whatever in the Word of God. 
She becomes a fanatic, denying the existence of matter, 
sickness, and death. These exist only in men’s imagina- 
tion. They are only phantoms conjured forth by dis- 
eased brains. The Bible teaches that truth makes us 
strong, and that faith in God makes the body the temple 
of the Holy Ghost. Prayers and intercessions should be 
made for the sick and suffering, and if that be neglected, 
suffering humanity is deprived of one of the most power- 
ful healing agencies which God has put into our hands. 
The Bible does not deny the existence of matter. It 
teaches that suffering does exist and that all men die. 
Faith in God gives us strength to endure suffering 
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patiently and saves us from the power and fear and 
horrors of death; but all the saints have died, and even 
the Son of God tasted death for us. 


Christian Science is dangerous because it distorts the 


truth of the Scriptures. To prove this statement and to 


expose this gigantic heresy 


we will take the cardinal 


‘doctrines of Mrs. Eddy’s teachings and compare them 
with the teachings of the Scriptures. 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 
Mrs. Eddy says: 
1, “There is no matter.’ 


2. ‘Man is incapable of sin.” 
8. ‘Man is never sick.” 
4, “There is no death.” 


5. ‘Man is co-existent with God.” 


6. ‘God is not a person.”’ 

7. “The Virgin Mother conceived 
this Idea of God, and gave to her 
Ideal the name of Jesus.” 

8. ‘Jesus is not the Christ.” 


9. “The material blood of Jesus 
was no more efficacious to cleanse 
from sin, when it was shed upon the 
‘accursed tree,’ than when it was 
flowing through his veins.” 

10. ‘Resurrection ; Spiritualization 


of thought.” ‘His appearance in 
Idea.” 
11. ‘Another illusive _ personifi- 


cation, named Satan.” 
12. “There is no final judgment.” 


13. ‘Prayer to a personal God 
is a hindrance.” 


HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
God says: 

“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” 

“All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” 

“They brought him all sick peo- 
ple.” . 

“It is appointed unto men once 
to die.” 

“As for man, his days are as 
grass, as the flower of the field so 
he flourisheth.” 

“The express image of his person.”* 

“When He cometh into the world, 
He saith—a body hast Thou pre- 
pared for me.” 

“Who is a liar but he that de- 
nieth that Jesus is Christ.” 

“Without shedding of blood is no 
remission.”” 


“Jesus saith: ‘Handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me have.” 

“Satan himself.’’ 


“Judgment to come.”’ 
“For this shall every one that is 
godly pray unto Thee.”’ 
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14. “The claims of the marriage 
covenant may be relinquished by mu- 
tual consent or legallly dissolved.”’ 

15. ‘Discovered by a woman and 
taught by a woman.” 

16. ‘The personality of Jesus not 
to be worshiped.” 

17. ‘The Bible was 
text-book.”’ 

18. ‘‘The material record of the 
Bible is no more important to our 
well-being than the history of Eu- 
rope and America.” 


my only 
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“What God hath joined together 
let not man put asunder.” 


“T suffer not a woman to speak.” 


“At the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow.” 

“Handling the word of God de- 
ceitfully,”’ 

“All Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness.’’ 


19. ‘Christ was incorporeal.”’ “Every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh...is that spirit of Antichrist.”’ 

20. ‘Church of Christ Scientist.” “Many shall come in my name 


and shall deceive many.” 


In the above I have given side by side the teachings 
of Mrs. Eddy and of the Inspired Word. The words of 
a woman have been compared with the words of God. 
If you throw away your Bible Mrs. Eddy has nothing 
to give you in its stead. If you wish to do away with 
Jesus Christ, then accept Christian Science. If we only 
can understand that we cannot accept Christian Sci- 
ence and retain Jesus Christ as the Son of God and our 
only means of salvation, then Mrs. Eddy’s heresies lose 
their attraction and the danger is removed. You cannot 
be a Bible-Christian and a Christian-Scientist at the 
same time. For us the Bible as the Word of God is the 
only infallible rule and guide and source of faith and 
conduct. If only those who are tempted by the pro- 
pounders of new and strange and unbiblical doctrines 
would go to their pastors and ask for their help andguid- 
ance, they would be saved from error. The unwary are 
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easily led astray. I am afraid of all things which do not 
square with the Word of God, but it seems that false- 
hood finds such ready acceptance by many. 


What Do the Scriptures Teach About 
Witchcraft and Sorcery? 


All heresies together with those who accept them 
receive their judgment and doom in God’s Word. 
Hear how earnestly God pleads against them: “Turn 
ye not unto them that have familiar spirits, nor unto 
the wizards; seek them not out to be defiled by them; 
I am the Lord your God.” Ley. 19. 31. “There shall 
not be found with thee any one that maketh his son or 
his daughter to pass through the fire, one that useth 
divination, one that practiseth augury or an enchanter, 
or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a consulter with a fam- 
iliar spirit, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For who- 
soever doeth these things is an abomination unto the 
Lord: and because of these abominations the Lord thy 
God doth drive them out from before thee.” Deut. 18. 
10-12. “A man also or woman that hath a familiar 
spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: 
they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be 
upon them.” Levy 20. 27. “For there shall arise false 
Christs and false prophets, and shall show signs and 
wonders, that they may lead astray if possible, the elect. 
But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things 
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beforehand.” Mark. 13. 22, 23. “But abide thou in 
the things which thou hast learned and hast been as- 
sured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 
and that from a child thou hast known the sacred writ- 
ings, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” II Tim. 3. 
14,15. “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14. 6. 


“Tf we prove faithless to the light God hath given us 
and choose falsehood rather than the truth, then the 
judgment of God will be upon us: “Because they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God sendeth them a working 
of error, that they should believe a lie: that they all 
might be judged who believed not the truth.” II Thes. 
2. 10-12. 


One who believes on Jesus Christ with all his soul has 
only one Spirit to inquire of: the Holy Ghost. Him 
we must receive if we are to be saved. If He dwells in 
our hearts and we leave our salvation to Him, we will 
be kept in the truth and escape all errors. That Spirit 
we do not need to conjure forth. He comes to us all. 
How often has He sought us! Even now He stands at 
the door to knock. With Him we may have communion. 
We may ask Him concerning all things. To Him we 
may bring all our questions, our cares, and our burdens, 
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and He will help us. His answers satisfy the soul. 
Happy is he who abides by the Word of God and who 
does not grieve the Holy Ghost. He will be saved. 


“Holy Spirit, strong and mighty, 
Thou who makest all things new, 
Make Thy work within me perfect, 
Help me by Thy Word so true, 
Arm me with that sword of Thine, 
And the victory shall be mine.” 


>) BE 


Hannah, the Mother of Samuel 
1 Sam. 2. 1-10. 


le the mother of Samuel, is one of the 
noblest women of the Bible. There is hardly a 
character which in purity and loveliness compares with 
her. She is one of the few in whom we are able to pick 
no flaw. Altogether lovely she enters upon thé scene, al- 
together lovely is her life, and altogether lovely she dis- 
appears from view. When we read her story we feel as 
if a breath of heaven had touched our very soul and we 
are loath to say her farewell. In this chapter we shall 
study her home, her prayer, and her great joy. 


Her Home 


Her home was located among the mountains of cen- 
tral Palestine near Mount Ephraim. At the time of the 
judges there lived a man by the name of Elkanah an 
Ephratite. Elkanah represented a line of ancestors in 
one of the most remarkable tribes in the Jewish nation, 
a tribe whence came the most remarkable man of the 
ancient world, the tribe of Levi. But to the shame of 
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this representative man be it said that he had two wives, 
and as always it brought discord and strife into his 
household and sorrow to his own heart. This is always 
the result when the divine order of the Creator is vio- 
lated: one man and one woman. The names of his wives 
were Hannah and Peninnah. Hannah was barren, and 
this may have been the reason for Elkanah’s second mar- 
riage. Elkanah loved Hannah best, which seems to 
have filled Peninnah’s heart with wild jealousy in spite 
of the fact that she was blessed with children. “Pen- 
innah may have the more children, but barren Hannah 
hath the most love. If Hannah should have had both, 
she had been proud, and her rival despised. God knows 
how to disperse His favors so that everyone may have 
cause both for thanksgiving and humiliation; whilst 
there is no one that hath all, no one but hath some.” 
Hannah’s barrenness was a sore trial to this good 
woman, because to be childless was not only a misfor- 
tune, but the greatest dishonor that could come upon a 
Hebrew woman. Peninnah gloated over her good for- 
tune in giving children to Elkanah, which did not lessen 


Hannah’s disappointment and sorrow. 


Is there a home on earth without a cross of some kind ? 
Is there a heart on earth altogether free from disap- 
pointment and sorrow? In the hut of the poor and in 
the palace of the rich -— everywhere it is true: “Man is 


born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” 


-2 
o 


HANNAH, THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL 1 


Wer Prayer 


Once a year Elkanah together with his household 
journeyed up to the house of God at Shiloh to sacrifice 
unto the Lord. Elkanah is not the only man who has 
gone up to the house of God to worship with a sin on 
his conscience. It may be pleaded in his favor that 
polygamy was practised all around him until it had be- 
come so common that it was not considered a sin, and 
the continuance of an unknown sin cannot hinder the 
uprightness of a man’s heart with God. It is possible 
to become so inured to some certain sin that it ceases to 
be sinful and one forgets what God has to say about it 
and how dangerous it is. 


As a sacrifice Elkanah brought with him lambs from 
his flocks, and going up to the Lord’s house Peninnah 
accompanied him surrounded by her children while 
Hannah walked alone. Having arrived at the tabernacle 
Elkanah and Peninnah approached the altar, but Han- 
nah remained outside at the entrance to the tabernacle. 
She had determined to lay her barrenness before the 
Lord and ask Him to remove her dishonor. With bitter 
tears and lamentations she prayed to the Lord and 
vowed a vow and said: “O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt 
indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and re- 
member me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt 
give unto thine handmaid a man-child, then will I give 
him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there 
shall no razor come upon his head.” 
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At that time Eli was priest in Israel, which office he 
held for forty years. When he saw Hannah and marked 
her mouth and heard no words — for she prayed in her 
heart, only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard 
— he thought she was drunk and said unto her: “How 
long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from 
thee.” This harsh judgment passed by Eli upon Han- 
nah shows how entirely he misapprehended her char- 
acter and conduct. It may also testify as to the charac- 
ter of those who came to worship. His eyes were not ac- 
customed to the sight of a soul so absorbed in wrestling 
with God, and so filled with a sense of the divine pres- 
ence as to be oblivious to all external things. It may 
be that it was no uncommon sight for him to see men 
and women come to the tabernacle in an intoxicated 
condition. uch things have happened in later years in 
the Church of God. Eli had seen so many hypocritical 
and vicious worshippers in the tabernacle that he could 
not discern a really devout one when she came. 


It did not take Hannah long to convince Eli of his 
mistake. She answered him: ‘No, my lord, I am a 
woman of a sorrowing spirit: I have drunk neither wine 
nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before 
the Lord. Count not thine handmaid for a wicked 
woman; for out of the abundance of my complaint and 
grief have I spoken hitherto.” Then Eli answered her: 
“Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy peti- 
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tion that thou hast asked of him.” Then Hannah’s 
countenance lighted up with joy, and we read that it 
was no longer sad. In great peace of soul she left the 
tabernacle together with Elkanah and they soon re- 
turned to their home among the mountains of Ephraim. 


The Lord heard her prayers and gave her a man- 
child, and in her great overwhelming joy she called him 
Samuel, because she said: “I have asked him of the 
Lord.” Who is there that can describe the joy of that 
mother heart as her eyes rested on the face of her first- 
born, her only child? A writer has said: “A babe is a 
well-spring of pleasure in every household.” From the 
pen of another we have the following beautiful thought: 
“A child is a bridge between the hearts of the parents 
on which love travels back and forth.” But there is no 
joy without a shadow. As this happy mother looked 
into the face of her child she could not shut the thought 
out of her heart that soon she would have to part with 
her treasure and trust him to the care of others. But 
she remembered the promise she had given for she said 
to her husband: “I will not go up until the child 
be weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may 
appear before the Lord, and there abide for ever.” And 


when the time came she redeemed her vow. 


Many a mother would have hesitated to do what 
Hannah did. And they could have found excuses for 
delay to carry out the vow. A little child needs no one 

Women of the Bible, 12. 
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as much as its mother, and besides, Hannah might have 
hesitated to put her child into the hands of the aged Eli 
who had given ample proof of his failure as a father of 
his own sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who were notori- 
ous for their ungodliness even though they were con- 
nected with the temple service. It seems that Eli was 
an easy-going man with his own family, because he 
knew of the sins of his sons, but he did not hinder them. 
But nothing could deter this grateful mother from re- 
deeming her vow to the Lord. There is something heroic 
in her words: “I will bring him that he may appear 
before the Lord, and there abide for ever.” 


When the child was weaned,she took him up with her, 
with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle 
of wine, ‘and soon she appeared before Eli with the 
young child. After one of the bullocks had been slain 
for an offering, she approached Eli and said: “O, my 
lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that 
stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. For this 
child I prayed: and the Lord hath given me my peti- 
tion which I asked of him. Therefore also I have grant- 
ed him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he is granted to 
the Lord.” 


Many an offering has been made unto the Lord. Abra- 
ham gave his son Isaac. We have read of Jephthah’s 
rash vow. But nowhere in Holy Writ do we find a no- 
bler sacrifice than that given by this mother. There is 
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no more beautiful instance recorded in history of a 
mother’s gratitude to God for prayers answered. Han- 
nah gave to the Lord the best she had: her only child. 
Having presented her son to Eli, instead of weeping and 
lamenting her separation from her child she opens her 
heart in a song of triumph unto the Lord, a song which 
compares favorably with that of Miriam, or of Deborah, - 
or even those of David in his psalms, 


Her Great Joy 


This joy commenced at the birth of her child, yea 
even before that time. It touched her heart even when 
she arose from her prayer in the tabernacle at Shiloh. 
It followed her on the way home, and as she came to 
know that her prayer was heard it rose steadily 
within her until it culminated in her song of triumph. 
This song shows Hannah to have been more than an 
ordinary woman. She had the strength to say farewell 
to her beloved son with a smile. Her lips and her 
heart were singing all the time as she turned her steps 
back to the home where everything reminded her of her 
child. Samuel was no longer there. 


Since that time many mothers have returned to 
homes that have been emptied. They have come back 
to stand and gaze at the empty cradle or little bed where 
once their little babe slept so peacefully. They have had 
to walk a harder path even than Hannah’s. They have 
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had to walk behind the white casket in which they have 
had to lay their treasure to rest. You, who have passed 
that way, do you remember the moment when you 
stepped into the home again after that journey? Tears 
blind your vision yet to-day as you remember how every 
object seemed to cry out the name of the little one: the 
empty cradle, the half-worn little shoe, the broken toy. 
For a while it seemed to you as though the sun had gone 
down never to rise, an unsatisfied longing threatened to 
consume you; but nothing could bring your treasure 
back to you again. 


You say: It was different with Hannah. Her 
child lived. She could visit him and see his face at 
times, and she had the comfort of knowing that her 
child was in good hands in the house of the Lord, there 
to serve the Lord. All this is true. But there is comfort 
also for you. Your babe is also alive. Death does not 
destroy. Your little one is not in the grave, under the 
sod, alone and forsaken. You will see the dear little 
face again, and you have the comfort of knowing that 
your child too is in the house of the Lord, there to serve 
Him. Your comfort is greater than that of Hannah, 
because your child is in better hands than Samuel was. 
What other place could be better for your child than 
with God? No temple on earth is to be compared with 
heaven. 


Hannah had great cause for joy. She missed her 
child, and yet she was thankful to God. Her reproach 
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had been taken away, and she was known in all Israel as 
one to whom God had done special mercy. If there was 
something lacking in her home, she had put something 
into the house of God, and it made her happy. The boys 
of other homes grew up on the streets. The sons of Eli 
met a violent death; but from her son came nothing but 
good news. He tended the lamps in the house of the 
Lord and kept the fire on the altar burning, and this 
knowledge filled her soul with joy. 


Parents should take their children to the house of God 
early and teach them the temple service. “Train up a 
child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it.” Take your children with you 
to the church. Have them attend divine worship regu- 
larly. They are not too young to praise the Lord, and 
the praise of children is precious to Him. They are 
not too young to receive what He has to give, and they 


need Jesus even as you do. 


Hannah visited the tabernacle of the Lord every year, 
and each time she brought gifts to her son. From year 
to year she made a little coat and brought it to him 
when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice. If I think of Hannah as every year sewing 
this coat at her home in Ramah, I know that at every 
stitch a prayer for her Samuel rose up to the throne of 
the Lord. The coat which she was sewing would remind 
her that she had given him to the Lord; and when the 
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coat was ready, and she brought it to Shiloh, then every 
time with the coat she anew gave Samuel to her God, 
and said: “I give him to the Lord again for his whole 
life, because he was obtained from the Lord by prayer.” 


The Lord only knows how many prayers mothers have 
sewed into the little garments they have made for their 
children. This act of thoughtful love on the part of his 
mother was a powerful factor in Samuel’s education. “It 
nurtured the family feeling, the loss of which is a great 
deprivation. It kept his heart tender, when amidst 
strangers his feelings might be blunted. It provided for 
him that he might not be reproached.” With what in- 
nocent, childish interest he must have looked forward to 
his mother’s coming each year, and how her gift must 
have touched his heart. 


Response to parental love and care in children is pre- 
cious in the sight of God. The following story is told of 
an Indian. He was asked: “If you were to row your wife 
and your mother in a boat across a dangerous stream 
and you could not get across without sacrificing one of 
them, which one would you save?” The Indian answer- 
ed: “My mother, because a man may get another wife, 
but he can have only one mother.” 


Hannah lived to see her son not only a servant in the 
house of the Lord but one of the leading men of the na- 
tion, the last and the greatest of a long line of judges. 
For twenty years he judged Israel, the most honored of 
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all the judges, and he anointed kings. Samuel was also 
a literary man. He wrote the Book of Ruth, the Book 
of Judges, and the First Book of Samuel. 


Hannah was then blessed with several sons and 
daughters to comfort her in her old age. But Samuel 
was her greatest son, and he never forgot his mother. 
Neither his judgeship nor his prophetic office was allow- 
ed to dim her picture or dampen his love for her who 
gave him birth. 


Great men never forget nor neglect their mothers. 
President Garfield exchanged a log cabin for the White 
House at Washington. With her own hands his mother 
had provided for his wants in the days of his childhood. 
When he was inaugurated into the presidency of the 
United States he had his mother by his side, and his first 
act as president was to turn away from ex-presidents, 
judges, senators, and representatives from other coun- 
tries to embrace and kiss her, to whom he owed so much. 
This act of filial love filled the hearts of all who were 
present with admiration for this noble man. Surely 
there are those among us here to-day in whose memory 
a dear mother’s face yet lives and who would give a 
great deal to hear a word again from her blessed lips. 
How often we wish that we might bring her some offer- 


ing of love in return for all her services! 


Samuel did not forget the home of his birth. In his 
old age he returned to Ephraim to make his home there, 
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and there he opened a school for prophets. Our birth- 
place has a fascination for us which we never al- 
together outgrow. We all wish to see the place where 
our cradle stood and again view the scenes from our 
childhood. And when we do see them, how memories 
meet us in every tree and bush and hill and dale! Na- 
poleon made himself a world-character, and then his 
steps took him back to Brienne, where he was born, 
where he heard the bells ring which had fascinated him 
in his childhood, and when their appealing sound struck 
upon his ear he put his hands to his face and wept like 
a child. It is told of Lafayette that when he visited this 
country for the last time he was given a rousing recep- 
tion. A whole fleet was sent out to meet him and escort 
him into the harbor. When he left his ship, bands 
played the national airs of France, and land and sea re- 
verberated with the roars of the cannon fired as a salute; 
but Lafayette betrayed no sign of emotion. Old and 
weather-beaten warriors greeted him with thunderous 
applause; but not even this tribute seemed to touch him 
or disturb his composure. Under triumphal arches from 
which waved the stars and stripes he passed on his way 
to Castle Garden, where the leaders of the nation met 
him and greeted him; but through all this he remained 
serene. But when he had been escorted to his place on 
the platform and the curtain arose there was be- 
fore his eyes a large painting, showing in smallest de- 
tail the place of his birth; then, overwhelmed by his 


HANNAH, THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL 185 


feelings, his eyes grew dim with tears and he was visibly 
affected. The place where he was born, where his father 
and mother had lived and loved and labored and died, 
filled his soul with sacred memories, memories which 
touched his heart with an irresistible power. 


Hannah lived centuries ago and yet her memory is 
with us still. She speaks even tho she is dead. She has 
taught us the value of prayer. “Call upon me in the 
day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
me,” saith God. Many are trying to live without pray- 
ing; but when troubles arise, our thoughts fly to God 
on high and we cry unto Him for help. We have need 
of the Lord always, even in the days of our prosperity. 
He alone has the words of eternal life. When Hannah 
was in bitternes of soul and wept much she did not go to 
Elkanah or to Eli; she went directly to God. Let her 
teach us to take our troubles to Jesus. 


From her we also learn the power of prayer. Her son 
Samuel is a monument to the power of a mother’s 
prayers which nothing can destroy. “Heard of God” was 
his name, and as long as the first Book of Samuel is a 
part of Holy Writ we must believe in the power of 
prayer. The entire New Testament bears testimony to 
the power of intercessory prayer. It says: “Ask, and it 
shall be given unto you: seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you.” Hannah has taught us 
how we should pray. he presented herself before the 
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Lord and poured out her very soul to Him. She wrestled 
with God as Jacob before her had done, and she refused 
to let Him go without giving her His blessing. Her 
prayer was the prayer of faith, and as soon as she had 
said her “amen” we may read her victory with God in 
her very face. 


She also teaches us what true greatness is and where- 
in it consists. It consists in a perfect reliance on God, 
and it is conditioned largely upon a mother’s influence 
and example. We may trace in the lives of truly great 
men the influence of their mothers. They have put their 
stamp upon their children. Let history tell the story. 
The mother of Walter Scott was a richly endowed 
woman; she was well educated and loved poetry and 
painting. Lord Bacon’s mother was pious, and the 
mother of Washington was devout and of great modesty. 
Lord Byron’s mother was quarrelsome. Wicked moth- 
ers also give a heritage to their children. The mother of 
emperor Nero was a murderess. These examples could 
be multiplied indefinitely. Blessed sevenfold be the 
mother who brings her children unto the Lord and with 
her own life lifts them up to higher levels, closer to the 
heaven of God! From her place in the courts of God 
above she will rejoice to know that her children are 
walking in the truth, and the day will come when they 
will be gathered around the throne of the Lamb of God 
and their voices will be blended with her voice in thank- 
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ing God for His love. One note of triumph in their song 
will be the acknowledgment that next to God’s grace 
they owe their salvation to a mother’s prayers. 

“A mother’s holy prayer, 


A mother’s hand and gentle tear 
Have led the wanderer here.” 


XIIf. 


Abigail, David’s Fair Wife 


1 Sam. 25. 2-42. 


N Abigail the Scriptures present to us one of its 
loveliest characters. he is described as an un- 
usually beautiful woman. Her intelligence only empha- 
sized her physical attractiveness. Her first marriage 
was a most unhappy one, but she proved faithful to an 
unworthy husband, and after his death she was married 
to the greatest king in history. 


Her Beauty 
Abigail was not only very beautiful to look at but she 


was an unusually intelligent woman as well. Beauty and 
intelligence are endowments which do not always go 
hand in hand. They are not given to every woman; but 
it seems that the Lord lavishes His gifts upon a few, 
and for reasons best known to Himself. Any woman that 
possesses both beauty and intelligence has been greatly 
favored by God. Beauty and intelligence combine to 


make a pleasing personality. Physical beauty alone has 
188 


ABIGAIL, DAVID’S FAIR WIFE 189 


a power of its own, and we are all of us subject more or 
less to its influence. It often brings its owner into 
temptations and not infrequently into misfortune, dis- 
honor, and ruin, but in itself it is an adornment which 
no one should disparage. The face is the mirror of the 
soul, and with what delight does not the eye rest on a 
beautiful face! A beautiful woman is God’s master- 
piece, which one ought to admire for the sake of the 
Creator. And yet without the beauty of the soul. all 
other adornments have little or no value. An ignorant, 
foolish, vain, and coquettish woman, even if she is as 
beautiful as a statue, is hardly worth looking at. She 
causes disgust instead of compelling admiration. But 
where beauty is combined with intelligence, purity of 
soul, and a sanctified character we have a combination 
as lovely as it is rare. Abigail possessed all these in 
an unusual degree. Her godliness and quiet dignity 
adorned her more than any exterior decorations could 
have done. She was a jewel in the sight of God and 


man. 


Her Faithfulness 


The hand of a woman like Abigail would be sought by 
many suitors, and she was won by a young man of Maon, 
Nabal by name. With this marriage the tragedy of her 
life began. It made the beautiful young girl the unhap- 
piest of women, because the man she married was not 
worthy of her. He was an evil-minded man, the very 
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opposite of his good wife. He was churlish and uncouth, 
— a description which gives us his measure. He was 
worldly-minded and miserly, given only to his posses- 
sions ; he worshipped the god of this world. He was one 
of the many who never get enough, to whom life means 
only meat and drink and sleep and work, all for the 
purpose of acquiring wealth. Such people do not live; 
they merely subsist. Besides all this, Nabal was un- 
yielding and obstinate. A generous man is congenial, 
but Nabal would rather break than yield. His habits of 
thinking and living were part of himself. He could die, 
but he could not change. His servants considered him a 
man who would drive a hard bargain, a wicked fellow, 
with whom they did not dare to remonstrate. 


All these unlovely traits were aggravated by the fact 
that he was also a drunkard. We read that “Nabal’s heart 
was merry within him for he was very drunken.” Im- 
agine if you can what it must be for a woman like Abi- 
gail to be fettered for life with a man like Nabal. Fora 
noble woman to be united in marriage to such a man 
must be as near to unendurable as one can come on this 
earth. The women who have been spared that fate have 
a great deal to thank God for, even though their hus- 
bands and their homes may not be what they could be. 
Good husbands are not always appreciated. Their place 
in the family circle is not always an enviable one. To 
many a woman a good husband is nothing more than 
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the general packmule of the household, who is expected 
to provide for the comforts of the family; but as for 
having his share in the family life he might as well be 
a thousand miles away. He is needed only in order that 
the pay-checks may come in regularly. The pleasure of 
supporting the family is the only pleasure he gets out 
of family life. 


To show kindness and appreciation to a husband who 
is unworthy is no easy task; but a faithful and sober 
and industrious husband is entitled to the love of his 
family in spite of what faults he may have otherwise. 
But unfaithfulness and drunkenness are intolerable 
vices in a husband which should neither be excused nor 
tolerated. 


What made Abigail marry such a man? The ques- 
tion is not easily answered. What is it that induces a 
beautiful and good young girl to throw herself away 
on a worthless young fellow? In this instance perhaps 
he was different before they were married. It may also 
be that according to the customs of those days she did 
not have much to say about the choice of a husband. 
Nabal came from wealthy people, and he himself was 
very rich. He had three thousand sheep, and one thou- 
sand goats, besides other goods, and all this might have 
weighed greatly in his favor. Abigail’s parents may 
have talked her into this marriage as parents sometimes 
do. They are anxious to have their children well mar- 
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ried, and often money is made to compensate in their 
eyes for the lack of manhood or womanhood. But often 
- the son or the daughter pay for mistakes of their par- 
ents with an unhappy married life. 


Tt is a crime to sell one’s child to the highest bidder. 
Abigail was doomed to an unhappy life, despised, in- 
sulted, and perhaps beaten, because nothing is too low 
for a drunken man to stoop to. But she reveals a char- 
acter that is solid gold. Nothing could make her break 
her marriage vows. She did not seek divorce; she did 
not leave her husband; she did not go back to her 
father’s house, nor did she try to sink her sorrow and 
disappointment in a life of gayety with the crowd. She 
remained in her home, a loyal wife and her husband’s 
helpmate. 


It is sometimes given us to meet such faithfulness 
even in our day. There are women whose husbands 
have been jailed for the worst of crimes who have stood 
by them unto the very last, faithful even unto death. 
The man has not been worthy, but her great love has 
conquered all. Love is stronger than death. True love 
is blind. It either does not see or it minimizes faults 
in the loved one. If the love of a good woman is able 
to stand every test when the husband is unworthy, what 
is there that can break it when he is worthy of her love? 


In the Louvre there is a painting that represents 
suffering, despair, and love. It represents Christ when 


ud 
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He was crucified. The surroundings are shrouded in 
deep gloom, the night is dark and starless, but in the 
gloom is seen a vision of a woman with her cheek close 
to the feet of the crucified Master. It is a picture of 
Mary Magdalene, who loved Him when all others 
failed Him. 


Even thus far will the love of a good husband or wife 
go. The sky may be ever so dark and starless, the storms 
may howl, everything may seem to conspire against 
their happiness and success; yet nothing can kill the 
confidence and love they have sworn to one another. It 
is stronger than death. It is the same in-good report 


and evil report. 


The story is told that in one of the bloodiest wars of 
Germany, when the city of Weinsburg was besieged, the 
general threatened the people with dire punishments. 
All the men were to be killed and their property 
destroyed, but the women were to be given free passage 
with whatever they could carry with them, The execu- 
tion was to commence nine o’clock the next morning. 
When the hour was come all the women in the city were 
seen approaching the gates carrying on their backs each 
one a husband, father, brother, son or betrothed. ‘This 
devotion to their men so touched the general that he 
spared all the people of the city. In memory of that 
event has been raised a majestic monument on which is 


found this inscription: “Woman’s Fidelity.” 
Women of the Bible. 138. 
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One incident in Abigail’s life brought her the great- 
est honor. David was at this time pursued by Saul, 
who sought his life, and he fled from place to place 
surrounded by a faithful body guard of six hundred 
men. When he happened to come near to Carmel, where 
Nabal had herds, he was without food and provisions. 
He sent his servants to Nabal with the request that he 
give him provision for himself and his followers, and 
so save them from suffering. But the churlish Nabal 
refused and insulted David’s messengers by speaking 
disparagingly about David. David was indignant at 
Nabal’s refusal, because he had previously protected 
Nabal’s herds and shepherds. David now took four 
hundred of his faithful soldiers and marched against 
Nabal to take from him by force what» he had re- 
fused to give willingly. When the news of the ap- 
proaching army of David came to the ears of Abigail, 
without the knowledge of Nabal, she hastened to meet 
him taking with her two hundred loaves, and two bottles 
of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures 
of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and 
two hundred cakes of figs, and when she met him she 
spoke to him the words recorded in I Sam. 25. 24-31. 
The wrath of David was appeased and his heart was 
changed against Nabal for his wife’s sake. The voice of 
Abigail was to David in his wrath what his own harp 
was to Saul when the evil spirit troubled him. His 
answer to Abigail was also the answer of a great and 
good man to a great and good woman. 
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Abigail returned to her home again satisfied with the 
result of her efforts. fhe had averted the danger that 
threatened her and her home. In her absence Nabal 
had made a feast like that of a king. His heart was 
merry within him and he was so drunk, that she was 
not able to tell him of her adventure that night. Next 
morning she told him. “And his heart died within him, 
and he became as a stone. And it came to pass about 
ten days after, that the Lord smote Nabal, so that he 
died.” 


Abigail was now free. There are two ways in which 
a woman may be released from her marriage vows: by 
death and by divorce. Divorce should not be resorted to 
except on Biblical grounds. Marriage is an institution 
of God, the oldest institution we know of. One man and 
one woman should live together for mutual help and for 
the propagation of the human race. Marriage must 
never be regarded as a union by accident or for a limited 
time only, so that it may be abrogated or dissolved 
whenever the parties have grown tired of each other. 
This would bring man down to the level of the beasts. 
Marriage as instituted by the Creator cannot be dis- 
solved by man. Suppose that man and wife part. Can 
they restore one another as they were before they were 
united? The bonds will yet remain with all their weight 


upon the conscience of both of them. 


Our day and generation is not noted for its moral 
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consciousness. One of the greatest evils of our day is 
the divorce evil. Marriages are contracted without pre- 
vious acquaintance only to be broken the next day, and 
then the parties rush into marriage again. The daily 
papers are spreading the news of marital infelicities 
broadcast over the land to the edification of no one. Our 
divorce courts are clogged with cases and they are com- 
ing so fast that they cannot be taken care of. The moral 
conscience is not altogether dulled, however, for a bro- 
ken marriage does not enchance a person’s reputation. 


Tn the light of the Word of God the question of divorce 
is not hard to solve. It says: “For this cause shall a 
man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh. Wherefore 
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined together let not man put asunder.” 
Moses permitted divorce on account of the hardness of 
heart of the people of Israel, but for one cause only: 
adultery. Otherwise death alone could dissolve the mar- 
riage bond. This provision God has never changed; but 
man-made laws have tried to interfere with the order of 
Almighty God. And yet, what or who can set at naught 
the Word of God? The one party may forsake the other 
and contract a new marriage, and it will be sanctioned 
by the state, but does the Word of God sanction it? In 
the Sermon on the Mount Christ said: “It was said also, 
Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a 
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writing of divorcement. But I say unto you, that every 
one that putteth away his wife, saving for the cause of 
fornication, maketh her an adulteress; and whosoever 
shall marry her when she is put away committeth adul- 
tery.” Matt. 5. 31, 32. This is the last word on the 
question of divorce. 


But the question is raised: How is it possible to ex- 
pect the marriage relation to be kept up when the one 
party is utterly unworthy of all confidence and love and 
even respect? I will give you my answer by asking 
another question. And my question is this: What did 
you marry when you gave your marriage vows? Was it 
a part only of the one you then professed to love, or was 
it the whole man or woman as he or she was at the time? 
Did you not take him or her for better or for worse, in 
health or disease, in wealth or poverty, with graces and 
faults? Did you not promise to love him or her just as 
he or she stood before you? You gave your promise be- 
fore God and man without any reservation, mental or 
expressed ; and a promise once given should be faithful- 
ly kept. In the married state one must bear and forbear ; 
but there must be no divorce. The marriage may be 
unhappy; there may be cause for tears and anguish of 
heart; but the Word of God knows of only one cause 
for separation. If that cause is not there, husband and 
wife may separate by mutual agreement and live apart, 
but neither must marry again. The home has need of 
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God, for God is the only One who can save the home. 
Tf both man and wife love Him, there will be no separa- 
tion, no matter what cause for estrangement there may 
be. He gives a love that, believes all things, hopes all 
things, suffers all things, and endures all things. Hus- 
band and wife who are incompatible may agree to live 
apart for a time or for life; but only death can dissolve 


their marriage relation. 


Here I imagine I hear voices cry out in consternation 
and indignation: “This is a hard saying.” ‘True, it is 
hard; but it harmonizes with the Word of God. God 
said it, and God’s Word changeth not. If God is giv- 
en a part in the selection of a life-mate, there will be no 
question of separation; but when God is ignored and 
not consulted there is no union of soul and hence the 
bonds break. A Christian is conscientious in all things. 
Even if others should fail a Christian is patient with 
the erring and endeavors to keep himself unspotted by 
sin. His one great aim is to save the erring one. St. 
Paul asks: “For how knowest thou, O wife, whether 
thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O 
husband, whether thou shalt save thy wife?” If man 
and wife separate and one or the other remarries,all pos- 
sibility of a reunion is thereby made impossible, and 
the erring one cannot be reclaimed. 


The Church of God is hard pressed on the divorce 
question. She tries to prevent divorces with every means 
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within her power. She brings man and wife before her 
tribunal with prayer and admonition. She tries to safe- 
guard the home and the marriage relation. She is 
forced to accept the verdict of the state as it grants 
divorce for any and every cause; but she does not allow 
a divorced person to remarry and remain in the church 
in good standing. Our pastors are not allowed to officiate 
at weddings of divorced persons except where a divorce 
was obtained on Biblical grounds. The Church takes 
that position on this matter because any other attitude 
would be to sanction violation against the sixth com- 
mandment. If all the denominations would act in con- 
cert on this matter, it would be a check on the divorce 
evil of our day; but the laxity of some make it harder 
for the others to maintain the Biblical interpretation of 


this question. 


The divorce evil is a matter of concern to our whole 
nation. We ought to have uniform laws on this matter 
in every state of the Union. The question is discussed 
at church meetings and in the church press; sometimes 
our great dailies take up the question advocating uni- 
form laws on the divorce evil, but we are getting no near- 
er a solution. Divorce is on the increase instead of 
diminishing. Take our larger cities for instance. In 
New York City there were 202 divorces granted in 1895 
and 843 in 1904. In Chicago 1195 in 1895 and 2350 
in 1904. In Philadelphia 384 in 1895 to 614 in 1904. 


200 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 


In Boston 269 in 1895 to 512 in 1904. This is the story 
throughout our land. Unless a change for the better 
comes, the home is doomed. The example set by Abigail 
ought to be followed. She did not seek a divorce al- 
though Nabal was unworthy of her respect and love. 


The other way in which the marriage relations may 
be terminated is by death. Sometimes death comes first 
to the wife; sometimes to the husband. Death is the 
great arbiter. He settles the question of unhappy mar- 
riages. In the grave you hear no unkind words; there 
no blows are struck by the hand that should have ca- 
ressed instead. There the wicked cease to persecute; 
there the weary find rest. Nabal died at last, and Abigail 
was set free; and her faithfulness to her marriage vows 
was a source of satisfaction to her for the remainder of 
her life. She had no tears of regret. She had been a 
good wife. 


Her Second Marriage 

After Nabal’s death she was married to David, the 
greatest king of sacred history, a noble and a good 
man, though he was not perfect, for he committed some 
very grave sins; but the nobility of his character sur- 
passed the weakness of his nature. We can best judge 
his character from the crucial hours of his life, as when 
he refrained from taking Saul’s life when it was given 
into his hands, as also from his lamentation over Saul 
at his death. His sorrow at the death of his little 
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child is touching almost beyond description, and his 
cry of anguish over his son Absalom reveals how his 
soul was being moulded and ennobled by these trials. 
His sin with Bathsheba is the dark blot on David’s 
life; but his confession before Nathan shows how the 
mercy of God raised him up from his fall. The mem- 
ory of that fall followed him through life. It hum- 
bled his spirit; but it also served to bring out his im- 
plicit trust in the mercy of God to restore a fallen, 
but penitent soul. We read the Psalms of David, which 
throb with two main emotions: sorrow for sin, and joy 
over the mercy of God. As the evil spirit that troubled 
Saul fled at the sound of David’s harp, so have his 
psalms caused the spirit of sorrow, remorse, discour- 
agement and despair to flee from the hearts of millions 
of burdened souls, who have had to go down into the 
valleys and the shadows of life. The mercy of God is 
great. He does not crush a broken reed, nor quench 
the smoking flax. He is mighty to save. 


From the story of Abigail we may draw the following 
lessons: To marry for money means an unhappy mar- 
riage. Poverty may test love. Often it drives love out 
of the heart. When poverty steps in through the door, 
love flies out through the window; but a marriage with- 
out true love makes the castle poorer than a cave. 


To marry for titles or royalty alone means an unhap- 
py marriage. A name minus character is a shell minus 
the kernel. It is to boast of borrowed feathers. 
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To marry a drunkard means an unhappy marriage. 
He will sooner or later break his wife’s heart rather 
than let himself be reformed. 


But the greatest unhappiness is courted when one 
marries a man or a woman who does not believe in God. 
I do not say that no one should marry an unbeliever; 
but I do say that such a marriage is not likely to be a 
happy one. If the man or the wife is a believer it will 
test their faith almost to the breaking point to be united 
with one who denies Christ. It is possible to win the 
unbeliever for Christ, for a believing husband or wife 
may be a means in the hands of God to win the other for 
Jesus. But what suffering it brings into the life of one 
who lives for Jesus to be united in marriage with one 
who does not know Him, nor cares to know Him, this 
can be told only by one who has tasted that bitter cup. 
No natural love can unite as love to Christ can. 


Oh, if we all would clothe ourselves in the bridal 
garments of Christ, the heavenly bridegroom! Soon the 
ery will be heard: “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh !” 
and those who are ready will follow Him. Then hus- 
bands and wives should be ready to go together, other- 
wise the separation will be forever. 


~ ee Se 
~S 


ATV 


The Queen of Sheba, Solomon’s 


Royal Guest 
IT Chron. 9. 1-12. 


N our day female rulers are rather few and far be- 
tween, but it has not always been that way. Sheba, 
one of the finest countries in the world, was once upon 
a time ruled by a woman; and judging from the Bible 
story, she must have been a rather unusual woman. The 
fact that Christ Himself alludes to her emphasizes her 


prominence and her character. 


Sheba was located in southwestern Arabia. It was 
formerly called Sabea. At a later date it was called 
Arabia Felix, while at the present time it is called 
Yemen, or the Jand on the right hand. Its size was 
about that of Texas, and its natural scenery was the 
most beautiful and rich imaginable. Great mountain 
chains run through the land, and here and there the 
most beautiful valleys abound, watered by springs from 
the mountains, and rich in fruit trees and spices. Here 
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is found the orange tree, the lemon tree, the banana tree, 
the apricot tree and other tropical trees in great wealth 
and profusion. From this country we also get our Mocha 
coffee. Wild animals are very plentiful as well as many 
varieties of rare birds. The people were great traders, 
dealing in costly wares, and their caravans were well 
known throughout the East. Their commerce made 
them exceedingly wealthy. 


Who Was the Queen of Sheba? 


We are not able to find much in answer to this ques- 
tion. The Bible is our main source of information about 
this interesting woman, and it does not say much about 
her. We do not even know her name. 


We have often wondered why there is so little revealed 
to us about some of the most prominent characters of 
the Bible. Even their names are not always given. Lot’s 
wife is mentioned but not named. Likewise the wife of 
Job. The omission of the names of these two may not 
matter a great deal, for little or nothing is thereby lost; 
but we should dearly love to know the names of such 
splendid women as the widow of Sareptha, the Shunam- 
mite woman, Jephthah’s daughter, and this queen of 
Sheba. An Arabic tradition says that her name was 
Bilkis. According to a tradition from another source 
her name was Makeda. Be this as it may. A beautiful 
rose has just as pleasant a scent even though its name 
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be not known. A name neither adds nor detracts from 
one’s personal worth. The Scriptures say nothing about 
the appearance of this woman, but from what we glean 
of her we may infer that she must have been beautiful. 
It is her visit at the court of Solomon that has given 
her a place in Holy Writ. It was this visit that provoked 
the allusion to her of our Lord. Hence we shall make 
that visit the special feature of this our study of the 
queen of Sheba. 


Her Visit to Solomon’s Court 


Why did she leave her beautiful home-land and set 
out on this long and trying journey into an unknown 
country? It could not have been due solely to feminine 
inquisitiveness, a trait for which woman is noted. It 
is said to be woman’s besetting sin. LEve’s fall was the 
result of yielding to this temptation. It could not have 
been to seek material wealth, for she was a very wealthy 
woman herself, and she brought enough with her on the 
journey to equip a whole court. She did not come to 
Solomon to obtain presents, for she brought presents 
with her to bestow on others. She did not set out on a 
fool’s errand, because she came to hear Solomon’s wis- 
dom. We read that when the queen of Sheba heard of 
the fame of Solomon, she came to prove Solomon with 
hard questions. She was a noble woman. She was in- 
terested in true wisdom and she refused to let herself 
be led astray by the heathen philosophy of her own coun- 
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trymen. When she felt within herself the longing for 
something better, the need of rendering praise to the 
Almighty God, she made up her mind to make this 
journey, in the hope that thereby she might satisfy the 
craving of her soul. 


The object for the journey she made was thus very 
praiseworthy. She was actuated by a splendid motive. 
This is more than can be said of ali tourists. They are 
few, indeed, who would sacrifice a great deal or travel 
a long way to seek the wisdom of God. The world is 
full of tourists; but most of them travel only for pleas- 
ure to themselves and not for the glory of God. They 
make Sunday and Monday sight-seeing days. God gets 
little or nothing of their time and life. 


The journey from Arabia to Palestine was no pleasure 
trip to this queen. She could not go as we do by rail- 
road or by first class steamer. She could not make it 
overland by automobile; but she had to make the jour- 
ney of 1200 miles on the back of a camel, and through 
deserts, and across dangerous rivers, on unbroken paths, 
and through vast areas infested by wild beasts. 


Undaunted by all this she made the journey at the 
risk of her very life, and it must have been a journey 
of months’ duration. An attempt has been made to trace 
her journey. It is thought that she passed over the road 
that now runs between Yemen and Jerusalem. After 
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a few weeks she arrived at Mecca, the shrine of Mo- 
hammedanism, with its pagan temple containing 400 
idols. After another month she came to Medina, where 
now is Mohammed’s grave, surrounded by 400 pillars 
and 300 lamps, which are never allowed to go out. She 
passed by Sinai, where God gave His law. Her eyes saw 
the Sea where the wife of Lot was changed into a pillar 
of salt, and her feet stepped on the ground where the an- 
cient cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were buried. Then 
she passed by Jordan, where our Saviour was baptized, 
and at last she beheld the court of Solomon. When 
told of her approach Solomon went out to meet her, and 
he was delightfully surprised as he saw her large ret- 
inue, her camels laden with spices and gold and costly 
jewels. He received her with all the courtesy due a 
woman of her position. 


Her Reception 

Royalty is noted for its hospitality. Princes receive 
princely guests on a princely scale. It is told of Cicero 
that he together with a friend one day went to Lucullus 
and invited themselves to be his guests for the following 
day with the understanding that only a simple menu 
should be served them. Lucullus accepted the proposi- 
tion, and in order to prevent him from making any elab- 
orate preparations for the dinner they took him with 
them to their home and kept him there until the follow- 
ing day came. When they arrived at the home of Lu- 
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cullus he said to his servant only these words: “We dine 
in the hall of Apollo to-day.” Nothing more was said. 
But when the dinner was served the guests found before 
them a feast which had cost $10,000.00. When asked as 
to how this had been possible Lucullus answered that 
he had graded his guests according to the room in which 
they dined, and the hall of Apollo was set aside for the 
most distinguished guests that ever came to his house. 
All that was needed was to tell his servant the room in 
which dinner was to be served. 


What a reception at the court of Solomon amounted 
to we may realize if we stop to think of what was needed 
under ordinary circumstances for his household. Each 
day there was used “thirty stall-fed oxen, two hundred 
fat sheep, besides innumerable deer and fowl.” From 
this we may get an idea of what the feast prepared for 
the queen of Sheba must have been like. Royal houses 
entertain on a lavish scale, and Solomon’s court could 
afford the very best. 


She came to see the wisdom of Solomon and his glory, 
and there can be no doubt but that Solomon had regard 
to the wish of his distinguished guest. He took her to 
see Jerusalem with all its wealth. She saw the magnifi- 
cent temple rising 200 feet above Mount Zion. She 
saw his shields and all his vessels of pure gold. She 
viewed Solomon’s palace, the most magnificent the 
world has ever seen, And the queen’s court together 
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with all the splendid houses of royalty, so richly dec- 
orated. She walked through~the royal garden and 
saw the “spikenard and saffron, pomegranates and cin- 
namon, the orchards planted with all kinds of fruits, 
with fountains and pools of water.” Besides all this 
she saw his 1,000 chariots and 12,000 horsemen. 


But what made the most lasting impression on her 
was Solomon’s wisdom, which far surpassed that of all 
men of the Hast and of all the wisdom of the Egyptians. 
Solomon was the wisest man that ever lived. “He told 
=er all her questions and there was nothing hid from 
Solomon which he told her not.” Solomon was a great 
botanist and he was well versed in zoology; he had 
extensive knowledge of trees and plants, and he could 
discourse on the animals on land, in the air, and in 


the sea. 


In regard to the testing that the queen of Sheba gave 
the wisdom of Solomon with her questions, the Talmud 
gives the following ingenious device used by this shrewd 
woman. “One day she presented herself before him, 
holding in her hands two wreaths,—the one of exquisite 
natural flowers, the other of artificial. The artificial 
wreath was arranged with so much taste and skill, the 
delicate form of the flowers so perfectly imitated, and 
the minutest shades of color so wonderfully blended, 
that the wise king, at the distance at which they were 
held, was unable to determine which was really the work 
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of the Divine Artist. For a moment he seemed baffled. 
The Jewish court looked on in melancholy astonish- 
ment. Then his eyes turned towards a window near 
which a swarm of bees were hovering. He commanded 
it to be opened. It was opened. The bees rushed into 
the court, and immediately alighted on one of the 
wreaths; whilst not a single one fixed on the other.” 


But more important than all this he revealed to her 
the true wisdom of God. God is the fountain of all 
truth, and the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. 
How much of the gospel story Solomon told her we have 
no means of knowing; but how could he but tell her of 
the beginning, how God created heaven and earth; how 
our first parents fell into sin; the consequences of the 
fall; how God promised the woman’s seed which was to 
crush the serpent’s head; how this promise had been 
repeated to the patriarchs; how the law was given to Is- 
rael; about the temple services, and the sacrifices which 
typified the Lamb of God to come. She was so over- 
come by the wisdom of Solomon that we read: “And 
when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solo- 
mon, and the house that he had built, and the food of 
his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attend- 
ance of his ministers, and their apparel, his cupbearers 
also, and their apparel, and his ascent by which he 
went up unto the house of Jehovah; there was no more 
spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true 
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report which I heard in mine own land of thine acts 
and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not their 
words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it; and, 
behold, the half of the greatness of thy wisdom was 
not told me: for thou exceedest the fame that I heard. 
Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants, 
that stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom. 
Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, 
to set thee on his throne, to be king for Jehovah thy 
God: because thy God loved Israel, to establish them 
forever, therefore made he thee king over them, to do 
justice and righteousness.” Then she gave Solomon 
very costly presents, “one hundred and twenty talents 
of gold, and spices in great abundance, and precious 
stones: neither was there any such spice as the queen 
of Sheba gave to king Solomon.” The value of her 
presents to Solomon in our money totalled about 
$2,088,000.00. 


The question has been raised as to how she ever came 
to hear about Solomon and his wisdom and his religion. 
News did not travel in those days as it does now. There 
was no press, no telegraphy, no telephone, and not much 
travelling. But the problem is solved for us by com- 
merce carried on by ships between the different coun- 
tries. Solomon’s ships plowed the Red Sea, and great 
caravans passed every year from Sheba to Palestine, 
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loaded with gums and spices, and bringing back corn 
and wine and oil. Commerce has done pioneer work, 
and not the least in the field of religion. It is one of 
our best missionaries. Heathen countries have been 
reached and opened up to Christ by Christian salesmen. 
The seamen’s mission should receive better support than 
it does, because every Christian seaman is a missionary 
of God. Our synod has not given this part of our mis- 
sion work the support it should have received. We have 
made a beginning. May better results be attained in 
the future. 


Ships now pass from every Christian country unto the 
ends of the earth, and the air ships and the wireless 
have connected the whole world into one great family. 
Light will soon come to all the nations who yet dwell 
in the shadow of death. It may be that these means 
of communication are the angel which the Book of 
Revelation speaks of as winging its way through the 
world with an eternal gospel. 


“The Almighty has given to one land the fruits of 
Ceres, and to another mineral wealth; to the tropical 
regions the sugar-cane and the coffee-tree, to Italy the 
silkworm and the vine, to China the tea plant, and to 
the frozen North its huge cetaceans and costly furs, that 
all the nations of the earth might be united by the bonds 
of commerce, and the intellectual powers of man roused 


to exertion by the stimulus of want and the love of 
gain.” 


——— 


THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 213 


But it hurts us to think of all the sin and wickedness 
that is spread in the world through commerce. In- 
toxicating liquor, tobacco, and opium are carried in the 
same ships on which our missionaries go out to win 
souls for Christ. The civilized countries are serving 
two masters, God and Mammon; and Mammon gets the 
bigger and better service. May God bless the Chris- 
tian salesmen and travellers, who take Christ with them 
wherever they go, and who live to make Him known un- 
to men! There is an organization among the salesmen 
called the Sons of Gideon, whose mission it is to put 
Bibles into the rooms in our hotels. To see a Bible on 
the dresser in a hotel is like meeting a good friend, and 
at the sight of that good book your lonesomeness leaves 
you and you feel more at home. You feel that God is 
near you even in a strange place. 


Her Return 


The time soon came when the queen of Sheba had to 
return to her own country again. “And king Solomon 
gave to the queen of Sheba all her desires, whatsoever 
she asked, beside that which she had brought unto the 
king. So she turned, and went away to her own land, 
she and her servants.” We have reason to think that 
she returned a convert, a believer in Solomon’s God, 
which conclusion we draw from her own words to Solo- 
mon given above. Centuries later we find the Christian 
religion among the Maccabees of Sheba, without doubt 
founded among them by this noble queen. She taught 
her people to know and worship Solomon’s God. 
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We are not told when she died nor how she passed 
away; but such a noble woman must have been mourned 
by her people. After her visit to Solomon she disap- 
pears from sacred story until in the fullness of time 
Christ brings her to memory again. He said: “The 
queen of the South shall rise up in the judgment and 
condemn this generation, for she came from the utter- 
most parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
and behold, a greater than Solomon is here.” 


This queen put many men of to-day to shame. Solo- 
mon was a great king; but Jesus Christ is yet greater. 
He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings, and yet 
men do not seek Him. Solomon was rich; but the earth 
is the Lord’s and all that therein is. Solomon was wise; 
but nothing is hid before the Lord. He knoweth all 
things. This queen of the South travelled 1200 miles 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon, a mere man. We do 
not have to go very far to hear the wisdom of Christ, 
the God-man. We find it in the Bible, and yet many 
do not care to hear His wisdom. He is near to every 
one of us; yet He is not sought. There is a day coming, 
when He will no longer be found. Those who neglect 
to seek Him will be separated from Him by the great 
divide. How gladly would not the lost then cry to 
Him for help; but it is then too late. 


Friends, before that hour comes let us seek Jesus. 
Let us lift our eyes unto the eternal hills, from whence 
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our help cometh. Hasten to come to the cross of Christ 
on Calvary, where one greater than Solomon is to be 


found. 


Come to the Saviour, make no delay; 


Here in His Word He’s shown us the way; 
Here in our midst He’s standing to-day, 


Tenderly saying: “Come!” 


Joyful, joyful, will the meeting be, 
When from sin our hearts are pure and free. 


And we shall gather, Saviour, with Thee 
In our enternal home. 


If we seek Him to-day we shall not be condemned by 
the queen of the South, nor by anyone else, for there is 
no condemnation for them that are in Christ Jesus. We 
will then be welcomed to a throne grander than that of 
Solomon, and to a land in which the Lord Himself shall 


be the sun. 


As 


Jezebel, the Evil Genius of a 
Tyrant King 
I Kings 21. 1-24. 


W: have styled this woman “the evil genius of a 
tyrant king” because she embodies in her person 
the lowest depth of wickedness to which a human being 
can fall. Jezebel is without doubt the most wicked 
woman of the Scriptures, a distinction which gives her 
an unenviable place in sacred history. 


Representatives of the royalty are not all alike. The 
queen of Sheba gave us a picture of one of the noblest 
of women, while in the queen of Ahab we have a picture 
of one of the most ignoble of women. Social position 
does not determine character. It only gives character 
opportunity to reveal itself. 


The Jews are the wonder of the nations. From them 
have come men and women unsurpassed in nobility of 
character, manhood and womanhood; but they have also 


afflicted the world with men and women who have gone 
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almost to the end of the road of sin and degradation. No 
other people has sinned like Israel. On Israel God 


‘smiles as on no other nation, but they turned their 


hearts away from God. Rather than endure the hard- 
ships of the journey to the Promised Land they mur- 
mured against God and their leaders and longed to re- 
turn to their slavery in Egypt. They made for them- 
selves idols to which they gave the worship that belonged 
to God, and at last they sinned so grievously against 
Him that He swore in His great wrath that they should 
not enter into His rest. 


The wrath of God hung over them like a dark cloud 
for forty years in which they wandered aimlessly about 
in the wilderness. During these years their elders died 
and the wilderness was literally covered with their bones. 
The cloud of God’s wrath finally lifted and they entered 
into the Promised Land, but even there they were not 
satisfied, they rebelled against God again and followed 
after idols thus making themselves guilty of the greatest 
of all sins against God, the sin of idolatry. God is not 
mocked. What a people soweth, that must they also 
reap. Their idolatry brought upon them internal strife, 
jealousies and divisions, but instead of turning their 
hearts to God in repentance they were hardened against 
God until neither the patriarchs nor the prophets nor 
the voice of angels could turn them away from their 


wicked ways. 
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We understand Job’s question as we study the lives of 
their national heroes. He asked: “Who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean?” and he answers his own 
question when he replies: “Not one.” Abraham was a 
bigamist, Jacob a deceiver, a woman conquered the 
mighty Samson, David committed adultery and murder, 
and Solomon, the wisest of men, was led to become an 
idolator. Some of their kings were especially wicked, 
among whom was Ahab, who was goaded on by his im- 
pious queen Jezebel. We shall devote this chapter to the 
study of her character, her crimes, and her death. 


Her Character 


Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, king of Sidon. 
Besides being a very beautiful woman she had great in- 
itiative and will power. Her name is deceptive. Jezebel 
is our Isabella or Elizabeth which means “the chaste.” 
Jezebel was anything but chaste. She was unscrupulous 
in the methods and means she employed to gain her 
end, and nothing could swerve her from her purpose. 
Her chief attractions were the theater and the dance 
hall. 


The courts of the royalty are often centers of vice. 
History records the low morals of the courts of Bel- 
shazzar, Herod, and Nero. In Eastern countries where 
the monarchs are surrounded by their harems the moral - 
atmosphere is indescribable. In this atmosphere Jezebel 
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had been born and reared in the home in Sidon. There 
the foundation of her character was laid. 


Jezebel was an idolatress as her father worshipped 
Baal. This man seems to have given his sanction to 
everything wicked. When a people’s very religion not 
only condones but prescribes crimes there is no limit 
to the depth of sin to which they may stoop. The ruins 
of Pompeii proclaim this truth to the high heavens. 
After the lapse of 1800 years excavations have laid bare 
the ruins of this ill-fated city and revealed such a moral 
rottenness that the place has to be watched that the eyes 
of men may be spared the sights that meet the eye. The 
inhabitants revelled in the grossest kinds of sin. Relics 
have been taken from the ruins of the temple of Venus 
in the city and brought to Naples, but they are of such 
a character that no woman is allowed to see them. By 
these things Jezebel was surrounded from her very 
birth. They became a part of her very nature. They 
made her what she was, and it was these traits in her 
that attracted Ahab. She married this dissolute king, 
and with this marriage began her complete ruin, and 
she drew Ahab with her to the same fate. 


Wicked as he was before, her influence did not make 
him any better. She not only awakened lust within him, 
but once awakened she did everything in her power to 
keep it alive. Her wicked heart was the fountain from 


which flowed the poisoning stream that went out from 
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the activities of this man. Ahab’s religion had nothing 
to offer Jezebel. For her to live under the ten com- 
mandments was not to be thought of, and so she set 
about to bring another religion into Israel. As soon as 
they were married she prevailed upon Ahab to take her 
house-gods into their home at the court. The golden 
calf was the only idol found in the land at that time, 
and this idol was left more as a memory than as a god. 
As if by magic the worship of Baal was introduced 
among the Israelites and altars to this god were built on 
every hill. It did not take Jezebel long to win Ahab’s 
heart over to her god, and so he built a temple to Baal. 
This temple was located in Samaria, and in it was 
placed a large statue of the idol. Jezebel’s move was to 
remove the priests out of Israel, because they stood in 
the way and opposed her plans, and so she had them 
killed. Only about 100 of them escaped through the 
efforts of Obadiah, who was Ahab’s governor and a good 
man. Where these priests found a rescue from Jezebel 
we do no know. She continued her activities against 
the worship of the true God in Israel until there re- 
mained only about 7,000 who had not bowed their knees 
to Baal. 


Her Crimes 
With the murder of the priests her catalogue of 
crimes begins. From this wicked woman the world has 
learned its method of warfare against the Lord and His 
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cause. Attack the pastors and the Church, remove them, 
and the cause is won for the world. But while man pro- 
poses, God disposes. He laughs at the wicked. At this 
time He raised up the prophet Elijah, a herald of the 
Lord, an avenging angel of the Most High, who with 
untiring zeal and devotion withstood the machinations 
of this wicked queen. This prophet of God came like 
the priest Melchizedek, without father, without mother, 
and without genealogy or pedigree, and in the spirit of 
John the Baptist his zeal burned for the glory of the 
Lord. With such magnificent courage and with such 
fiery words did he expose the wicked deeds of the court 
that Ahab’s heart feared within him, the priests of Baal 
left the temple and their idols and many in Israel 
turned back to the true God. But over Jezebel he had 
no influence, she continued her wicked deeds. 


Elijah’s first act was to proclaim God’s wrath upon 
the godless people. He proclaimed a famine when the 
fields were in their bloom, and in answer to his prayers 
it did not rain for three years and six months; the 
skies became as copper, and the earth groaned from the 
drought, and the famine raged unabated. But the heart 
of Ahab refused to yield and he persecuted Elijah until 
he had to flee for his life. He soon returned again to 
take up the work with renewed zeal, and this time he 
turned his efforts against the priests of Baal. He sug- 
gested that they should settle the supremacy of God or 
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Baal by a contest. The priests of Baal and he were to 
build each an altar to their deity and sacrifice an ox 
thereon, and the deity that answered their prayers by 
sending fire from heaven to light the sacrifice was to 
be proclaimed God. This proposal was accepted, and 
Ahab gathered 850 priests of Baal who met Elijah on 
Mount Carmel. Elijah came dressed in his mantle and 
with his rod in his hand. The priests of Baal prepared 
their sacrifice first, but their god gave no answer. He 
failed them in this test. They ran around their altar 
from morning until noon and from noon to the time of 
the evening sacrifice, but there was no response from 
Baal. They cried aloud and cut themselves with knives 
and lancets till the blood gushed out upon them, but 
there came neither voice nor any answer. Elijah mocked 
them and told them to ery still louder as their god might 
be asleep and needed to be aroused, but all their efforts 
met only silence. 


Then Elijah prepared his sacrifice. He bade the peo- 
ple all draw near, and then he repaired the altar of the 
Lord, which was broken down. He took twelve stones, 
one for each tribe, and built an altar with a trench 
around it. He put the wood in order, cut the bullock 
in pieces and placed the sacrifice upon the wood. Then 
he had the wood and the sacrifice saturated with water 
as four barrels of water were poured upon them three 
times in succession, until the water ran round about the 
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altar, and the trench also was filled with water. Then 
Elijah lifted his face to heaven and prayed: “Lord God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy serv- 
ant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 
Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again.” Then the fire of the Lord fell, 
and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was 
in the trench. When all the people saw this, they fell 
on their faces; and they said, The Lord, he is God; the 
Lord, he is God. Elijah commanded the people to take 
all the Baal priests and put them to death by the brook 
Kishon. When this victory for the God of Elijah came 
to the notice of Jezebel her wrath knew no bounds and 
she determined to avenge the death of her priests on 
Elijah. He was condemned to death and had to flee for 
his life again. He went into the wilderness at Beer- 
sheba, where he sat down under a juniper tree and 
prayed the Lord that he might die. But the Lord en- 
couraged His servant by giving him a vision of Himself 


and giving him new strength for service. 


At this time the king decided to make extensive 
changes and improvements in his orchard and garden. 
Adjoining his own there was a vineyard belonging to 
Naboth the Jezreelite which the king coveted. He of- 
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fered to buy this vineyard or exchange it for another, 
but the owner refused to sell it. Naboth had inherited 
it and according to the Mosiac law such inherited prop- 
erty was not to be sold but passed on to the heirs. Na- 
both’s refusal to sell angered the king and he acted like 
a spoiled child. He went to bed, turned his face to the 
wall, and refused to eat. Jezebel now came to his as- 
sistance and offered to get for him the vineyard he cov- 
eted. She wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed them 
with his seal, and sent them to the elders and the nobles 
in the city, saying: “Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
high among the people. And set two men, sons of Belial, 
before him to bear witness against him, saying: Thou 
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him 
out, and stone him that he may die.” It was done as 
Jezebel had commanded, Naboth was killed, and the 
king took his vineyard. 


Here a king over the chosen people of God robbed one 
of his subjects of his property; he abused his power by 
taking an innocent man’s life. This cruel act brought 
about his ruin. The blood of Naboth cried for ven- 
geance even as the blood of Abel before him. God again 
sent Elijah back to Ahab, and this time he brought the 
judgment of God with him. Elijah found the king one 
day as he was walking in his vineyard, and as Ahab saw 
the prophet he said: “Hast thou found mé, O mine 
enemy?” And Elijah answered: “I have found thee; 
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because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight 
of the Lord. Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and 
will take away thy posterity, and I will eut off from 
Ahab every male and him that is shut up in Israel. And 
I will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of 
Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou hast pro- 
voked me to anger, and made Israel to sin.” And also 
of Jezebel did the Lord say through Elijah: “The dogs 
shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.” 


The word of the Lord through Elijah was fulfilled. 
A war arose between Israel and the Assyrians, and in 
the battle Ahab was wounded to death in his chariot, 
which was stained by his blood. His dead body was re- 
moved and the chariot was taken to a spring in the vine- 
yard of Naboth to be washed clean. Dogs came to slake 
their thirst in the water, and thus the prophecy of Eli- 


jah was fulfilled. 


Her Death 


The prophet had now been taken up to heaven in the 
chariot of fire, and Elisha had come to take up his fal- 
len mantle. This prophet anointed Jehu as king over 
Israel, and he called upon him to execute vengeance up- 
on the house of Ahab. In the battle which followed be- 
tween Jehu and Joram, Jehu killed Joram with his own 
hand in Naboth’s vineyard. Then he marched on the 
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royal palace where the queen Jezebel was. As he drew 
near she appeared at one of the windows and tried with 
threats to turn him away from his purpose of destruc- 
tion, but failing in this she tried flattery but without 
results. Jehu commanded two of his soldiers to cast her 
out through the window. As she fell to the ground she 
was crushed and the earth was covered by her blood 
while her dead body was trampled under the hoofs of 
the horses of the marching army. As she was of royal 
descent Jehu intended to bury her according to her 
social position, but when he sent to gather up her body 
it had already been mangled and torn and partly de- 
voured by dogs. Only the skull was left together with 
the hands and the feet. 


This wicked queen thus met a horrible fate. She 
sinned greatly; her punishment was also great. All the 
members of her family met a violent death until her 
whole house was extinct. Among these was her unfor- 
tunate daughter Athalia who played the same role in 
Judah that her unhappy mother played in Israel. Jehu 
removed all idols out of the kingdom, and the large 
statue of Baal he broke in pieces and razed the temple. 
Thus Baal-worship was rooted out of the kingdom. 


The history of Jezebel may teach us some valuable 
lessons. In the story of Abigail women were warned 
against marrying wicked men. The story of Jezebel 


warns men against marrying wicked women. Many a 
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man has been lured on to destruction by a beautiful face. 
Beauty is not to be despised, though it is but like the 
rose that withers. But beauty without soul is worth 
nothing. Beauty of soul makes its owner beautiful; and, 
after all, love only can see and appreciate the beautiful. 

Painted cheeks and fine clothes do not make a person 
beautiful. If that is all that is required for beauty, the 
lifeless models in the merchant’s window meet the test. 
They may be pleasing to the eye, but they lack life. If 
a man marries for such beauty, he will soon rue his mis- 
take. He has wasted his best feelings on an unworthy 
object. 


If a man marries a quarrelsome woman, he is to be 
pitied indeed. He will have no peace. Solomon says 
that “the contentions of a wife is a continual dropping.” 
A good wife is the sun of the home and a joy to her 
husband. For her he is ready and willing to labor and, 
if need be, to sacrifice even his own life. 


If a man marries a woman who is his superior intel- 
lectually, there will be no harmony in the home unless 
he will content himself with second place. But where 
the woman is the boss of the household, the laws of na- 
ture have been turned upside down. Physically the 
woman is the weaker vessel, and the Scriptures make 
man the head of the family. In our day there is an 
equality between the sexes which never before existed, 
and may we not believe that it is by the wise guidance of 
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God? There should be the most perfect harmony be- 
tween man and wife, no contention as to authority; they 
should rule the household together, and where that spir- 
it obtains there will be harmony. Together they make 
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the whole man, and the members of the one body should 
not war on one another. Each has his own sphere and 
when each fills his position there will be peace and un- 
derstanding. Ahab permitted himself to be ruled by this 
wicked woman, and it led them both to final ruin. 


Difference of religious belief or church connections 
will also be a source of misunderstanding between man 
and wife. God commanded the Israelites not to inter- 
marry with the heathen nations. They did not obey this 
command, and this disobedience brought trouble untold 
into their midst. It brought upon them the sin of idola- 
try. Every man must have some religious belief and this 
belief strongly influences his life and conduct. Unless 
there is the bond of faith between man and wife the 
bonds of natural love will be severely tried. If they 
have no religious connection and remain outside of the 
church, it is very unfortunate for themselves as well as 
for their children. 'To hold to their own belief and at- 
tend different churches cannot be conducive to happy 
home life. Unfortunately the young people do not give 
this side of married life much thought until after mar- 
riage, and then it has become a problem that is difficult 


to solve. It is a problem that has to be reasoned out and 


ae ee ae te 


JEZEBEL 229 - 


solved by prayer and thoughtful consideration for one 
another; and where man and wife are in earnest about 
it, God will lead them to a happy solution and both they 
and their children will be united by faith in God. 


Finally Jezebel teaches us the lesson that punishment 
always follows sin. The wages of sin is death. When 
sin has conceived, it bringeth forth death. Jezebel met 
a horrible death, and yet, there is something worse than 
death. The body may be torn to pieces, but the soul 
goes on ever to live. Her soul went to its place. She 
was a daughter of Belial, and she received his reward. 
Her body will be reunited with the soul on the day of 
resurrection and then comes the end, and there is only 
one end to those who despise the law of God and refuse 
to accept the salvation in Christ Jesus. He will return 
from heaven together with His angels, with fire, to take 
vengeance upon them who do not know God, and who 
have not obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ. May that 
day come to us as the great day of liberty, and may God 
hold us ready for it. Ready is every one who in time of 
grace seeks the Christ for the forgiveness of sins. Come 


to Him now, for all things are ready! 


XVI. 


The Shunammite Woman 
II Kings 4. 8-37; 8. 1-6. 


NCIDENTS and events of more than ordinary im- 

portance have often invested small and insignifi- 
cant places with a historical renown which has made 
them household words. This was the case with Shunem, 
a little town located five miles from Mount Tabor. Two 
events in sacred history have marked this little town: 
here was waged the great battle on the plains of Es- 
draelon, and here the prophet Elisha raised the child 
of the Shunammite woman from the dead. It is with 


this latter incident we are concerned in this chapter. 


The history of the Shunammite woman gives us a 
picture of Hebrew home life at its very best, and 
shows us how the legal and theoretical subjection of the 
wife was often modified in practice. She was a great 


woman, and she has left a sweet memory on the pages 
of sacred story. 
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Her Hospitality to Elisha 


Hospitality is a cardinal virtue. Good men and wom- 
en are always hospitable. They are interested in their 
fellow men, and human interest always stamps a man 
or a woman as great. When the Shunammite woman saw 
the prophet pass by her house daily her interest in the 
man was aroused and she spoke to her husband about 
him. She said: “Behold now, I perceive that this is 
an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually. 
Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; 
and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a 
stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh 
to us, that he shall turn in hither.” Her husband was 
agreeable, and so the first “study” that we know of was 
ordered. The prophet was glad to accept this splen- 
did hospitality, and so he spent many a happy hour un- 
der the roof prepared for him by his kindly hosts. 


A man of God is never ungrateful. Kindness received. 
calls forth kindness in return, and so he asked the 
Shunammite woman through his servant Gehazi what 
service he might render her and her husband in return 
for their hospitality. He said: “Behold, thou hast been 
careful for us with all this care, what is to be done for 
thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the 
captain of the host?’ From this we learn that the 
prophet had great influence at the court. But the wom- 
an declined the proffered help and said to Gehazi: “I 
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dwell among mine own people.” But the prophet was 
not satisfied to accept the hospitality for nothing, and 
so he made further inquiries about the woman and her 
home. And he found that there was one great sorrow 
that rested upon this woman: she was childless, “and 
her husband was old.” Then the prophet called her, and 
when he came he said: “About this season, according to 
the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son.” Overcome 
by the glad news she answered him: “Nay, my lord, 
thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid.” 


But in accordance with the words of the prophet, a 
son was born to her, and her happiness knew no bounds 
as she looked into the face of her first-born. 


A Day in a Mother’s Life 
Children are the gift of God. The pattering of the 
little feet and the innocent prattle of a little child bring 
something of heaven into the home. The laughter of 
children is music to the parents, while the wealthiest 


home is empty and barren without them. 


There was a great and wonderful joy in that home 
at Shunem when this child was born. Their hospitality 
had brought them an unlooked for reward. But the 
joys of this life are so uncertain, and our hopes are so 
often blasted. After a few years a great trial came to 
these parents. One day when the father was out in the 
field with the reapers the boy set out for the field. The 
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happy mother kissed him goodbye, and her eye followed 
him on his way to the field. His father saw him at a 
distance and went out to meet him, and hand in hand 
the two walked over the fields between the sheaves, en- 
joying the companionship of one another. But all of a 
sudden the little lad stopped, put his hand to his head 
and said: “My head, my head!” The father took him 
in his arms and carried him gently home to his mother, 
and he sat on her knee till noon; and then he died. 


We know not what the day may bring forth. With 
joy and laughter this mother began the day; at noon she 
sat alone with despair in her heart. How she loved her 
child! And now he was dead. The little heart had 
stopped, the voice was silenced, and the paleness of death 
had spread its white veil over the lovely face. How 
would she be able to go back to the old days after having 
tasted the joys of motherhood ? 


But she was “a great woman,” says the Scriptures, 
and she acted in accordance with her greatness. She was 
not paralyzed into inaction or despair, but her thoughts 
sought instinctively the man of God, the prophet, who 
had foretold her joy. Death was in her lap, but a great 
hope grew in her heart, and the hope was stronger than 
death. Perhaps the man of God would be able to help 
her, even restore her child. God alone knows what she 
hoped for, but her hope set her in motion. She took the 
precious body and carried it into the study of the prophet 
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and laid it on his bed, closed the door and went out. 
She bade her husband send a servant to bring her one 
of the asses that she might hasten to the man of God 
with her sorrow. She set out for Carmel, where the 
prophet dwelt. When he saw her he asked her: “Is it 
well with thee? well with thy husband well with thy 
child?” And she answered: “It is well.” 


This answer stamps her as a very superior woman. 
There she had left the body of her child lifeless, and 
yet she answers: “It is well with me, with my husband, 
and with my child.” 


Oh, if every mother could give the same answer to 
this question. The child dies and many a mother is in- 
consolable with grief. They close the eyes and kiss the 
little face farewell only to carry with them a wound that 
refuses to heal. Mothers who have brought their chil- 
dren to Jesus in baptism should be able to stand by the 
little coffin and say: “It is well with me, with my hus- 
band, and with our child!” 


This mother bared her very soul to the prophet, and 
he ordered his servant to accompany her back to her 
home and lay his own staff upon the face of the infant. 
But she refused to go without the prophet. She said: 
“As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee.” Then he arose and followed her. On the 
way they met the servant who brought them the message 
that he had done as the prophet had ordered him, “but 
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there was neither voice nor hearing.” It had no effect 
upon the dead child. When the prophet came into the 
room with the servant he closed the door upon them and 
prayed unto the Lord. Then he covered the body of the 
child with his own body until it grew warm. This he 
repeated twice, after which the child sneezed seven times 
and opened his eyes and sat up. The mother was then 
called into the room, and the prophet said unto her: 
“Take up thy son.” As she entered she fell down at his 
feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her 
son, and went out. The wonderful calmness and repose 


of this woman emphasize her greatness. 


As mothers hear and read this incident in the life of 
this mother thoughts may come and go. “Her experi- 
ence was not mine. My child died, but there was no 
man of God to restore him to me again. I had to walk 
behind the little casket, and bury the precious little body 
under the sod, and there my baby lies asleep.” ‘True, 
indeed; and yet, weep not. As surely as God lives the 
hour will come when all who are in their graves shall 
hear His voice, and they shall come forth. The precious 
little body which you sowed in corruption shall be 
raised in incorruption. The little child you laid down 
in dishonor shall be raised in glory. The seed you sowed 
in weakness shall be raised in power. It was sown, a 
natural body; it shall be raised a spiritual body, like 
unto His glorified body who has sanctified the grave for 
those that believe. 
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A man once said: “I have a lovely little boy, my first- 
born, buried in a cemetery in Lynchburg, Virginia, and 
I am sure that on the last day the great God will as 
certainly lay him in my arms again as this child was 
given back to his mother at Shunem.” 


A pastor sat once by the bedside of his dying child. 
Tears dimmed his eyes and anguish filled his heart at 
the thought of parting from the little one. His thoughts 
were interrupted by the child who pleaded: “Papa, lift 
me higher!” He took the child in his strong, tender 
arms and lifted him up on the pillows. 


“Yet higher” pleaded the little sufferer, when the 
father lifted him on his arms as high above his own head 
as he could. Holding him there he heard the voice of his 
child whisper: “Goodbye, papa!” and when he lowered 
the little body he noticed that the soul had fled. The 
little eye no longer saw. The voice had spoken for the 
last time, and the tired spirit had taken wings and left 
for that happy home, where there is neither sorrow, nor 
pain, nor death. This father has since followed his 
child to that happy home above where he now holds him 

in his arms again, and both behold God. Side by side 
these two walk through the mansions of God, going from 
glory to glory, and their heavenly Father is lifting them 
both ever higher and higher. 
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Elisha continued to visit this Shunammite home 
where he enjoyed its hospitality, and the little boy 
played on the floor of his study and sat on his knee and 
slept in his arms. 


New Trials 


When the burden has been lifted from our aching 
shoulders we have hardly had time to straighten up un- 
til we must bend under another one. Clouds come and 
go. That is the story of human life. Sin has made it 
thus, but above sin is grace, and every burden serves a 
purpose if it is only taken as from God. 

Shunem was in later years visited by a famine, and 
it struck also the home of this Shunammite woman. On 
the advice of the prophet this family then moved into 
the land of the Philistines, where they made their home 
for seven years. After these years they returned to their 
former home only to find that their property had been 
confiscated, and so they once more faced want and dis- 
tress. The prophet was not now present to help and 
advise them, but this splendid woman knew a way out 
of their difficulty. She went to the king in person, 
taking her son with her, and as she entered into the 
royal chamber who should she meet but the servant of 
the prophet, Gehazi. But we are yet more astounded to 
find that he had come to the king to speak for her and 
to tell him of the great things God had done for her 


in restoring to her the dead child as well as to speak 
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of the great service she had rendered the prophet, his 
master. When Gehazi saw her he said to the king: “My 
lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, 
whom Elisha restored to life.” She was now allowed to 
tell her grievance to the king, and the king sent an offi- 
cer with her to see that her property was restored to her 
again. 


After this incident she disappears from the sacred 
story and we do not meet her again. How she died we 
do not know, nor do we know what became of her son. 
We can only hope and pray that he proved worthy of 
such a mother. 


Lessons from Her Life 


The one great lesson taught us by this woman is that 
of hospitality and its reward. The word hospitality has 
been defined as “reception and entertainment of stran- 
gers or guests without reward.” The word means both 
host and guest. From it we derive such words as hotel, 
hospital, ete. 


In our day the meaning of hospitality is often mis- 
understood. Parties and social gatherings to which we 
invite our friends are not a proof of hospitality. It is 
only at best an exchange of attention. We entertain our 
friends, expecting in turn to be entertained by them. 
This is not hospitality according to the definition giv- 
en above. Genuine hospitality is like that of the Shu- 
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nammite woman to the prophet; it is devoid of all self- 
ishness. It has no ulterior motives. It expects nothing 
in return. It has for its object those who are in need, 
who are homeless and destitute, and who cannot render 
us anything in return. The Greeks are noted for their 
hospitality. It was a part of their religion to show 
kindness to strangers, whom they held to be under the 
protection of their gods, Zeus or Jupiter. To them the 
very highways were sacred and travelers were looked on 
as guests of the kingdom. At intervals along the public 
highways statues were raised of their patron gods, where 
entertainment was provided for all travelers without 
cost. A traveler was free to stop and lodge in a house 
or pass by at pleasure. If he did stop at a home, 
when he left he was given presents and the greeting of 
peace was sent with him on his way. Such spirit of 
hospitality and good will brought guest and host very 
near to each other. They met as total strangers to part 


as intimate friends. 


The duty of hospitality is recognized even by the 
least civilized nations on earth, and they often surpass 
the Christians in the exercise of this virtue. The Scrip- 
ture speaks of “the stranger within thy gates.” We are 
told to entertain gladly. Through hospitality some have 
entertained angels unawares. Angels came to Abraham, 
who entertained them, provided for them water to wash 
their feet, and set before them bread and meat and but- 
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ter and milk. Lot received the two angels which came to 
Sodom; he gave them water to wash in and set before 
them bread to eat. Lot has this to say about his hospi- 
tality: “If I have withheld the poor from their desire, 
or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail: or have 
eaten my morsel alone, and the fatherless have not 
eaten thereof; if I have seen any perish for want of 
clothing, or any poor without covering: if his loins have 
not blessed me, and if he were not warmed with the 
fleece of my sheep; if I have lifted up my hand against 
the fatherless, when I saw my help in the gate; then let 
mine arm fall from my shoulder blade, and mine arm 
be broken from the bone.” 


The Book of Judges tells us of the old man who saw 
a stranger in the street. He approached him and gave 
him the greeting of peace, and promised to provide for 
all his wants. He would not allow the stranger to pass 
the night in the street. He took him into his own house, 
fed his pony, and gave the stranger water to wash his 
feet with, and then he set meat before him. 


Our Master enjoyed the hospitality of the home in 
Bethany to the full. He came to His own, but His own 
received Him not. He was a stranger on earth, and 
He had no place where He could lay His head; but He 
was received into the home of Simon. The two disciples 
on their way to Emmaus constrained Him to come in 
with them and He ate bread with them. These were 


THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN 241 


moments of rest in His busy life, and the homes that 
entertained Him always gained more by His presence 
than they gave. 


Our Father in heaven gives us the best example of 
hospitality. The world is God’s hospice, our Father’s 
house, filled with all good things for the benefit of the 
children: grain from the land, fish from the sea, meat 
from the forests, water from the springs, and metals out 
of the earth itself. What a vast treasury the earth is! 
Indeed, God is good. He feeds us and satisfies us, and 
then He takes us to Himself into the mansions above in 
heaven. His hospitality knows no bounds. And His 
children should be like Him. They should entertain 
gladly for His sake. This does not mean that they 
should entertain indiscriminately. They are to use good 
judgment in their charity. Unwise charity and hos- 
pitality may cause great harm to those we intend to 
benefit. To give money to a drunkard is not charity. 
To feed the lazy, the healthy and strong, who do not 
wish to work, will only strengthen them in their vagran- 
cy. We must see that the objects of our charity are 
worthy of our help. If we help the worthy, what we do 
will be counted as though it were done to God Himeelf. 


Hospitality rewards itself. Alexander Stephens, a 
prominent lawyer of his day, was kindly cared for by 
an old hospitable woman when he was a young fatherless 
and motherless boy. She was a wealthy woman and rich 

Women of the Bible. 16. 


242 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 


in deeds of true charity. When Stephens was of age and 
had attained to fame, this woman was visited with mis- 
fortune, she lost her home and all she possessed through 
the efforts of dishonest men. Stephens came to her 
assistance, successfully prosecuted her case in court and 
restored to her all she had lost, without taking a penny 
for his services. 


The following story is told of Emperor Ivan of 
Russia. He made it a practice occasionally to wander 
about in his kingdom in disguise that he might study 
the mode of living, the habits, and the spirit of his sub- 
jects. On one occasion he clothed himself in rags like 
a beggar and strayed into a village near Moscow where 
he sought entertainment at several dwellings before he 
succeeded in finding lodging. He came to what seemed 
to be the poorest cottage in the city and knocked at the 
door. ‘Tio the peasant who came to the door he said: 
“Will you give me lodging for the night? I am faint 
and weary after my day’s journey.” The man answered: 
“Alas! my friend, you have come to a poor place. My 
wife is sick and groans so that you cannot sleep, and 
every room is crowded, but come in, you shall at least 
be fed and sheltered from the cold. Such as I have give 
I unto thee.” Entering the small apartment the emperor 
discovered five small children of whom two were infants 
asleep in bed, a little girl of four was asleep on a mat on 
the floor, and two others aged six and eight, were on 
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their knees praying for their mother, whose piteous 
groans could be heard all the time. The peasant told 
him to be seated while he went to get him something to 
eat. He soon returned with bread, honey and eggs 
with which he left him to satisfy his hunger while he 
himself went to wait upon his sick wife. A bed was 
provided for the stranger, but no sleep came to his eyes 
that night. He was pondering how to help that deserv- 
ing family and relieve their wants. In the morning he 
found the wife improved, and as he was ready to leave 
he said: “I notice that you have a very young infant 
that ought to be baptized. I have a benevolent friend in 
Moscow who I know would be very glad to be godfather 
for your child. I shall be back in a few fours.” The 
peasant gladly consented and waited for three hours 
the return of the stranger, but no one came. At last he 
discovered a large company coming from the direction 
of Moscow. As they drew near he discovered the Im- 
perial Guards with the Emperor, and he called his chil- 
dren to see them pass. But the imposing cavalcade did 
not pass. It stopped at his house, and the carriage of 
the Emperor drove up to his door containing the EKm- 
peror himself. The Emperor spoke to him and said: 
“T told you that I would provide a godfather for your 
child, and I have come to take him to church. I will 
be his godfather.” The child was given to the EKmperor, 
taken to church and baptized with the Emperor as god- 
father. When the Emperor handed the child back to 
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its father he said: “The highest duty of an Emperor is 
to reward virtue. I will not break up your household, 
but will give you a new and elegant home, with exten- 
sive grounds, and ample resources. In this way I repay 
you for your true and genuine hospitality. As soon as 
your child is old enough, bring him to me and he shall 
be educated in the palace, and receive ever-increasing 
preferment at my hands.” So nobly did an emperor of 
all the Russians reward a simple act of hospitality. 


There is One mightier than all earthly emperors who 
also rewards the good that men do: Jesus, our blessed 
Master. He stands at the door and knocks. To Him 
we should open our doors and our hearts. If you admit 
Him He will give you a new heart, a heart in which love 
to all men will be planted as the controlling power of 
you life. Even a glass of water given in His name He 
will reward. He will say to His faithful servants: 
“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and 
ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 
He will then open to them His mansions where they 
will rest after their labors. This reward we all desire. 
May God in His mercy grant it to us in Jesus’ name. 


XVII. 


Queen Esther, a Star of the First 


Magnitude 
Book of Esther 2. 1-11, 15-18. 


HE Book of Esther is one of the most remarkable 

books of the Bible. It tells a story so sweet and 
so captivating that it fascinates us. It shows how the 
Jews, scattered among the heathen, were preserved, 
though doomed to destruction. The name of God is 
not found in it, and yet His hand is plainly seen “antici- 
pating threatened evil, defeating and overruling it, to 
the greater good of the Jews, and even of the heathen.” 
The Jews in Babylon were not alone in peril. Had 
Haman succeeded, the Jews throughout the world must 
have perished, and with them the whole visible Church 
of God, since the power of Persia was then supreme at 


Jerusalem, and throughout Asia. 


“Patriotism seems to be more evident in this book 
than religion. If patriotism is a virtue, and belongs to 
good morals in the Jewish and Christian systems, then 


the book has its place in the Bible, as teaching this vir- 
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tue, even if everything be absent. No book is so patriotic 


as the Book of Esther. Esther is the heroine of patriotic 
devotion. She is the incarnation of Jewish nationality. 


And in all the Christian centuries.Esther has been an 
inspiration to heroic women and an incentive to deeds 


of daring for heroic men.” 


Esther is the last of the Old Testament women, and 
many have said that she is the best. But as we study 
her character we find that, in common with the rest of 
humanity, her virtues are not without their shadows. 


Her General Characteristics 


First we will place Esther side by side with Vashti. 
At this time Ahasuerus was king of Persia, and in order 
to make a display of his power and wealth to the nobles 
of the land he made a great feast. At the same time 
his queen Vashti made a feast to the women. After a 
week’s revelry and feasting the drunken king gave 
orders that his queen should be brought in before him 
that his guests might admire her great beauty. Vashti 
refused to submit to such indignity, and this so angered 
the king that he decided to depose her and make another 
woman queen. 


Vashti was a noble woman. Her modesty and rank 
forbade that she should make a spectacle of herself to 
gratify a crowd of drunken and licentious revelers, and 
so she refused to appear before them. 
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The classical reader is reminded of the almost parallel 
story of Candaules, the king of Lydia. In a fit of in- 
toxication this king promised to show the beauty of his 
wife to his favorite, Gyges. The queen was known for 
her remarkable personal attractions. The king per- 
formed his promise by introducing Gyges into the 
queen’s apartment by the use of a ring which made him 
invisible. The outraged queen, disgusted at the brutal- 
ity of her consort, with a significant look and gesture 
placed a dagger in the hand of Gyges, who instantly 
slew the king, and, afterwards, marrying his widow, 
obtained the throne of Lydia. 


Vashti was deposed and the king’s advisers suggested 
that the king select another queen from the maidens of | 
the land, of whom the most beautiful were to be brought 
to the court for the king’s inspection. This pleased the 
king, and from all the beautiful maidens in his kingdom 
he chose Esther, or Hadassah as she was called. 


This young maiden was the daughter of Abihail, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, and she was brought up, an or-, 
phan, in the house of her cousin Mordecai, in Shushan. 
When the Jews were liberated from the captivity in 
Babylon by the victory of Cyrus over their enemies they 
hastened to return to their native land, but this young 
maiden was one of the few who did not return. ‘T'o- 
gether with her cousin Mordecai she preferred to follow 
the victorious Cyrus on his expedition against Persia. 
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This refusal to return with her own people has been 
placed to the discredit of Esther. 


Then she married a heathen king. Throughout our 
studies of the Women of the Bible we have seen that 
such marriages have always led to marital unhappiness 
for a Christian. And yet this young Jewess married a 
heathen monarch. It would have been a breach for a 
Jewish maiden to give herself in marriage to the best 
of heathen kings; but this Ahasuerus was a coarse, 
brutal man, intemperate and devoid of all humane feel- 
ings. She was not forced into this marriage, because 
she seems to have accepted her lot willingly. She was 
glad to take Vashti’s place and give herself to this vo- 
luptuous king. Moreover, she gained her elevated posi- 
tion by dishonesty, because Mordecai induced her to 
withhold her birth, her kindred and her people from the 
knowledge of the king. Vashti felt disgraced to hold 
the position which Esther accepted. She preferred to 
break sacred vows and sacrifice the advantages of the 
court rather than submit to something her pure and 
womanly heart rebelled against; and yet she was a 
heathen woman. But Esther, a Jewess, who knew the 
true God, condescended to accept the deposed Vashti’s 
place. 


It should also be noted that she did not divulge her 
parentage to the king until years had passed. Nor does 
she seem to have exercised any marked influence for the 
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worshipping of the God of her people at the court of 
Ahasuerus. 


These things give us a view of the general traits of 
this young maiden. fhe was not perfect, as nothing is 
perfect in this imperfect world. There are spots on the 
sun, and millions of particles of dust float around in a 
ray of sunlight. It is true that we will find what we 
look for. If we search for flaws in our fellow men, we 
shall find them; if we look for virtues, we find them also. 
As Christians we are told to think and speak well of our 
neighbor and put the most charitable construction on 
all his actions. Put under a magnifying glass even small 
faults will loom large, and a mote will become a beam. 
If a little is added here and a little there it will make 
quite a story after a while, and in most cases there will 
be no chance to trace the slander to its source. A word 
once uttered can never be recalled or unsaid. It flies 
out on its mission, and if it be a wicked word, it will 
long continue to do its nefarious work. This homely 
proverb contains a great deal of truth: ‘If one feather 
has fallen from one chicken in the flock, it will not be 
long before the whole world will say that there is not a 
single feather left on any cock or hen in the entire flock.” 


The sins of the tongue are many and great. The 
tongue may kindle great fires. “Whoso keepeth his 
mouth and his tongue, keepeth his soul from trouble,” 
says the Book of Proverbs. And David prays: “Set 
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a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my 
lips.” Christ has given us this warning: “But I say 
unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 
For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned.” 


Shut your eyes to all slander and to all gossip as well 
as against all idle conversation. Keep silent where truth 
does not demand that you should speak. Silence will hurt 
no one. If you notice faults in others, mourn over them 
and endeavor to keep yourself free from them. No small 
self-discipline is required to restrain one’s tongue from 
imprudent speech. Fear of God and a deep knowledge 
of one’s own heart will teach us this secret. 


Her Virtues 


The virtues of Esther by far surpass her faults. There 
is much that makes her one of the loveliest women of 
the Bible. She was a very beautiful woman. No woman 
in the land could compare with her in personal beauty, 
and her competitors must have been legion, because at 
this time the kingdom comprised not less than twenty- 
seven provinces reaching from India to Ethiopia. Her 
beauty was not only that of the body, but of the soul. 
“My doctrine is this: that the element of the beautiful 
should be developed in everything harmoniously — in 
dress, in household, in society, in thought, in feelings,in 
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worship, in pleasure, and with the natural restraints and 
counterbalances that beauty requires to protect it 
against pride and selfishness.” “Beauty is the fringe of 
the garment of the Lord.” Without these restraints a 
beautiful woman is “the hell of the soul, the purgatory 
of the purse, and the paradise of the eyes.” 


What has made Esther immortal is not, however, her 
personal beauty, but the opportunity which came to her 
to save her people from destruction. God had His hand 
in her elevation to the queenship. Through her mar- 
riage to Ahasuerus she became the first lady of the land. 
“Tn all the changes of life, in the rise and fall both of 
nations and of individuals we shall only be able to walk 
in calmness as we see the ruling purpose of the Supreme 
moving on to its accomplishment. The Vashtis may 
fall, but their fall is the divine stepping-stone by which 
the orphaned Esthers rise to greatness in order to be of 
service to humanity. Written history reveals the work- 
ing of God; and when the history of the present is 
written it will declare that God is still working.” 


Five years she spent at the court, when an incident 
happened which nearly cost Esther her life and nearly 
brought ruin upon her people. And her cousin Mordecai 
was the innocent and unwilling cause of this danger 
that threatened. Through the elevation of Esther 
Mordecai was made the king’s door-keeper. As such he 
came in close contact with the favorites of the king 
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among whom was one Haman, a sly, haughty, over- 
bearing and withal a wealthy man and of great power 
in the kingdom and with great influence upon the king. 
He had an intense hatred of everything Jewish. Morde- 
cai refused to give Haman the homage he demanded as 
he went in and out of the royal palace. As a result he 
incurred the deadly hatred of the king’s favorite and 
he swore Mordecai’s destruction, as well as the destruc- 
tion of his people. He induced the king to proclaim that 
all Jews should be destroyed or driven out from his 
kingdom. Haman’s accusation read as follows: “There 
is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among 
the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and 
their laws are divers from all people, neither keep they 
the king’s laws; therefore it is not for the king’s profit 
to suffer them. If it please the king let it be written 
that they may be destroyed: and I will pay ten thousand 
talents of silver to the hands of those that have the 
charge of the business, to bring it into the king’s treas- 
uries.” The king gave his consent, took his ring from 
his hand and gave it to Haman, and said: “The silver 
is given to thee, the people also, to do with them as it 
seemeth good to thee.” 


The wicked Haman had succeeded beyond his fondest 
hopes and, jubilant over his success, he left the king. 
He caused a proclamation to be sent out through the 
kingdom “to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all 
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Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in 
one day, and to take the spoil of them for prey.” In 
order to satisfy his hatred towards Mordecai, Haman’s 
wife induced him to make a gallows fifty cubits high in 
which to hang Mordecai. “He was determined that if 
the Jew refused to bend low he was to hang high.” 


This mandate caused consternation among the un- 
suspecting Jews, and they broke out in loud lamenta- 
tions throughout all the provinces. Mordecai rent his 
clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and walked 
through the streets of the city with loud cries and 
lamentations. He refused clothes and food sent him by 
the queen, and through her servants he acquainted her 
with the danger that threatened them. He implored her 
to go to the king and ask him to have the cruel edict 
revoked. Esther replied that no one was permitted to 
approach the king, unless he was called, on pain of 
death. But Mordecai answered that if she did not in- 
tercede with the king she would lose her life together 
with the other Jews, and so she decided to risk all and 
appear before the king. he asked that all the Jews in 
Shushan come together and fast three days, day and 
night. She and her maidens would also fast, and then 
she would go in unto the king, even though it was 
against the law. She said: “If I perish, I perish!” 


A great deal has been said and sung and written about 
heroism. “A woman, through the delicacy of her con- 
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stitution and the timidity appropriate to her nature, at 
first shrinks from the performance of some difficult and 
dangerous enterprise. Yet when the voice of stern duty 
calls, when the demands of affection prompt, she shows 
herself the most heroic of beings.” Esther put on her 
queenly garments and stood before the king. The king 
was so captivated by her beauty that he held out to her 
the golden scepter in his hand in token of his favor. He 
said: “What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what is thy 
request? it shall be given thee to the half of the king- 
dom.” For three days Esther refused to divulge her 
errand. She only requested the king and Haman to 
dine with her at a banquet she was to prepare. 


In the meantime other events took place which great- 
ly worked in her favor. One night the king could not 
sleep, and he commanded to bring the book of records 
of the chronicles, and they were read before him. In 
these records all the events of the day were chronicled. 
among other things it was written how the life of the 
king had been saved through Mordecai and that no 
reward or recognition had been given him. The king 
then sent for his favorite Haman and asked him: “What 
shall be done unto the man, whom the king delighteth 
to honor?” Haman thought that no other man could 
be intended than himself and so he answered: “For 
the man whom the king delighteth to honor let the royal 
apparel be brought which the king useth to wear, and 
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the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal 
which is set upon his head: and let this apparel and 
horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king’s most 
noble princes, that they may array the man withal 
whom the king delighteth to honor, and bring him on 
horseback through the streets of the city, and proclaim 
before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the 
king delighteth to honor.” Little did Haman think that 
he was devising honor for his most bitter enemy. The 
king commanded that this be done to Mordecai, and 
Haman was the man to lead his horse through the 
streets and herald the honor of Mordecai. But the king’s 
command had to be executed, and Haman’s hatred of 


Mordecai only grew more intense. 


At Queen Esther’s banquet wine was drunk until the 
heart of the king was cheered and he asked Esther: 
“What is thy petition, queen Esther?” When she an- 
swered: “If I have found favor in thy sight, O king, and 
if it please the king, let my life be given me at my peti- 
tion and my people at my request. For we are sold, I 
and my people, to be destroyed and slain, and to perish. 
But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, 
I had held my tongue, although the adversary could not 
have compensated for the king’s damage.” The king 
was angry when he heard this and asked: ‘Who is he, 
and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do 
so?” Then Esther pointed to Haman and said: “An 
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adversary and an enemy even, this wicked Haman.” 
The king ordered Haman to be hanged in the very 
gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. The decree 
against the Jews could not be recalled, but they were 
given permission to defend themselves. This they did 
with such courage that the persecution soon came to an 
end. At the request of Queen Esther, many of Haman’s 
household were executed. Mordecai was made minister 
of state, and Queen Esther continued to rule over the 
mightiest monarch of the world. In memory of this 
deliverance the Jews annually observe the feast of 
Purim. At this festival the Book of Esther is read in 
public, and when the name of Haman is mentioned the 
Jews stamp their feet upon the ground and cry: “May 
his name perish from the earth !” 


Concluding Lessons 


“Sir John Malcolm tells us that the sepulchre of 
Esther and Mordecai stands near the center of the city 
of Hamadan. It is a square building, terminated by a 
dome, with an inscription in Hebrew upon it, translated 
and sent to him by Sir Gore Ouseley, late ambassador 
to the court of Persia. It is as follows: “Thursday, 
fifteenth of the month Adar, in the year 4474 from the 
creation of the world was finished the building of this 
temple over the graves of Mordecai and Esther by the 
hands of the good-hearted brothers, Elias and Samuel, 
the sons of the deceased Ishmael of Cashan’ This 
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tomb is regarded by all the Jews who yet exist in the 
empire as a place of particular sanctity; and pilgrim- 
ages are still made to it at certain seasons of the year, 
in the same spirit of holy penitence with which, in 
former times, they turned their eyes towards Jerusa- 


lem.” 


Whenever we stand at the cross-road of life the best 
way to gain light and strength for action is by seeking 
God. Esther spent three days in fasting and prayer be- 
fore she embarked on her mission to the king. The time 
so spent was not devoid of results. It made her equal 
to the task and imparted to her a divine influence which 
touched the heart of the king, so that he looked with 
favor upon his supplicating queen. Without knowing 
it himself, he was led by that influence not only to 
forgive the queen’s unwarranted intrusion into his 
presence, but also to grant her any request she might 
make. 


She exercised all her prudence and prepared herself 
as well as she possibly could, and the last thing she did 
was to go before God and ask His guidance and help. 
When momentous interests are at stake, this is a never 
failing source of light and courage and strength. 


We should go to God in all our difficulties and pray, 
and then leave the issue in His hands. Here the fast- 
ing and prayer of Esther and her people and maidens 
influenced the heart of a king who had no personal 
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regard for religion, but unconsciously he was made an 
instrument in advancing God’s cause. All God’s crea- 
tures, high and low, are as clay in the hand of the pot- 
ter. Prayer is thus never in vain, and often it is the 


lever with which the world is moved. 


The first time Esther appeared before the king she 
came unadorned, but this time she arrayed herself in 
the dress and ornaments and jewels which were the 
king’s gifts to her. There was more at stake this time 
than at the former occasion. fo the sinner should cast 
himself upon the mercy of God in Christ when he first 
seeks salvation, feeling that he has nothing to rely on 
for acceptance but sovereign grace. In accepting him 
God is moved solely by His own mercy. But when as 
an accepted child of grace he seeks God with his troubles 
and difficulties he decks himself with the merits of 
Christ, which have been so freely bestowed upon him in 
token of God’s great love, and when he comes to the 
heavenly Father clothed in the righteousness of the 
Son, he will always find favor with God. 


The wicked are often caught in their own snares. 
Haman never dreamed that he was to be hanged in his 
own gallows. Those who dig pits for others often fall 
into them themselves. The hand of God is in all things 
that take place on earth, and the evil is not stronger 
than the hand of God. 


If one is moved by the spirit of jealousy, destruction 
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lurks not far away. Haman could not tolerate Morde- 
cai, and this caused his own ruin. We should live and 
let live. Let each one be satisfied with his own. Envy 
is the rottenness in the bones. 


Let us never be afraid to approach our heavenly King. 
His golden scepter is always held out towards us and 
He is ever ready to receive every one who is in need. 
His heart is always open to our prayers and His promise 
to us is: “Whatsoever ye ask in my name I will give 
it you.” Queen Esther prayed for herself and for her 
people. Our King will hear our prayers for ourselves 
and for those we love. Let us therefore draw near unto 
His throne of grace with great courage, for He has 
said: “Whosoever cometh unto me I will in no wise 


cast out.” 
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